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ISTQB CT-UT Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Selecting Appropriate Methods: This domain helps Test Managers make decisions on which usability
evaluation methods to apply depending on project context, resources, and maturity. It discusses criteria for
selecting usability, user experience, and accessibility evaluation methods suited to different stages of
development and organizational needs, including agile development scenarios.

Topic 2

User Surveys: This part assesses the ability of Usability Test Analysts to design and use surveys to gather
user feedback on software usability. It describes how to prepare user surveys, select appropriate
questionnaires, and analyze survey responses to measure user satisfaction and other quality attributes from
the user’s perspective.
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Topic 3

Basic Concepts: This section measures the skills of Usability Analysts and covers fundamental definitions
and ideas related to usability, user experience, and accessibility. It explains what usability means in terms of
effectiveness, efficiency, and satisfaction within software products. User experience concepts related to
emotions, perceptions, and responses before, during, and after use are included. It also addresses
accessibility, focusing on usage by people with diverse abilities.

Topic 4

Risks in Usability, User Experience and Accessibility: This domain assesses the ability of Risk Analysts to
identify and analyze common risks that can affect usability, user experience, and accessibility. It
differentiates between product risks—such as users being unable to use a product effectively—and project
risks, including lack of expertise or insufficient usability evaluation processes. Understanding these risks
helps in planning effective usability testing and evaluation.
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ISTQB Certified Tester Usability Tester Sample Questions (Q26-Q31):
NEW QUESTION # 26 
What's the difference between an informal usability review and an expert usability review?

A. No formal usability qualifications are required for an informal usability review
B. An expert usability review is a formal review, not an informal review
C. Contrary to an expert review, an informal usability review is based on opinion
D. An informal review only requires one reviewer

Answer: A

Explanation:
An informal usability review can be conducted by anyone, including stakeholders or developers, and does not require formal
usability training or qualifications. It is typically subjective and based on general impressions.
In contrast, an expert usability review (also called heuristic evaluation) is conducted by a trained usability expert who applies
recognized usability principles. This is what differentiates the two approaches most clearly. Options A and C are misleading; expert
reviews can be informal in format, and informal reviews aren't necessarily based solely on opinion. Option D is incorrect since both
informal and expert reviews can be conducted individually or in groups.
References:
Nielsen Norman Group: Heuristic Evaluation
ISO 9241-110:2020 - Interaction Principles
Usability.gov: Expert Review vs Informal Review
#######################################################

NEW QUESTION # 27 
Your last 20-pages usability test report wasn't received well by the developers; only two of the 25 usability problems have been
fixed. This time, you want to stick to the best practices in order to obtain better acceptance by the development team.
What are you going to do differently this time?

A. Add the low-priority findings you didn't include in the first report
B. Include positive findings in the report, not only usability problems
C. Make the report more detailed and longer
D. Include contact details of the test participants so that the development team can contact them in case they have questions
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Answer: B

Explanation:
Usability test reports are more effective when they are balanced and include not only problems but also what worked well. Including
positive findings increases credibility, encourages the development team, and helps them understand what should remain unchanged.
Option B violates privacy and ethical standards. Option C may dilute focus, and D could worsen the problem by making the report
less accessible. Thus, the best practice supported by usability.gov and Nielsen Norman Group is to include both positive and
negative findings.
References:
Usability.gov: Reporting Usability Findings
Nielsen Norman Group: Writing Usability Reports that Developers Will Read ISO 25062 - Usability Test Report Format
#######################################################

NEW QUESTION # 28 
The usability team has written a usability test report. The report has the following structure:
Executive summary (1 page)
Table of contents (1 page)
Findings and recommendations (5 pages)
Objectives (2 pages)
Purpose (2 pages)
Contacts (1 page)
Which best practice does this usability test report violate?

A. The report is too long
B. The report misses positive findings
C. The report misses a description of the evaluation method
D. The report makes use of usability jargon

Answer: C

Explanation:
A best practice in usability reporting (based on ISO/IEC 25062:2006 - Common Industry Format for usability test reports) is to
include a clear description of the evaluation method used. This includes how the test was designed, how participants were selected,
what tasks were performed, and under what conditions the test was conducted. This ensures the results are credible and
reproducible. The provided structure omits this essential information. While the report length is not excessive and positive findings
may or may not be present, the key missing component is the method description.
References:
ISO/IEC 25062:2006 - Common Industry Format for Usability Test Reports
Nielsen Norman Group: How to Write Usability Reports
Usability.gov: Reporting Usability Test Results
#######################################################

NEW QUESTION # 29 
What is good accessibility?

A. Good usability of a software product on all devices (smart phone, computer, etc.)
B. Good usability of a software product by people with limited knowledge of the software
C. Good usability regardless of disturbances like bright sunlight, noise or wind
D. Good usability of a software product by people with limited vision, hearing, dexterity, cognition or physical mobility

Answer: D

Explanation:
Accessibility refers to designing products so that people with disabilities or limitations (permanent or temporary) can use them
effectively. According to the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) and ISO standards, accessibility focuses on ensuring
that users with vision, hearing, cognitive, or mobility impairments can access digital interfaces. Option D captures this intent
accurately. The other options relate to general usability or responsiveness (e.g., device adaptability or user experience in noisy
environments) but do not address the inclusive nature of accessibility as defined by official guidelines.
References:



WCAG 2.1 Guidelines - W3C
ISO 9241-171:2008 - Guidance on software accessibility
Usability.gov: Accessibility Basics
#######################################################

NEW QUESTION # 30 
You are asked to evaluate the usability of a software application for a law firm. Due to time and budget constraints, it is not possible
to include users in the evaluation process.
Which of the following is a valid approach for evaluating the usability in this case?

A. User surveys
B. Usability testing
C. Accessibility Evaluation
D. Usability Review

Answer: D

Explanation:
When actual users cannot be included, a usability review (often an expert or heuristic evaluation) is the most practical method.
Trained evaluators examine the interface against usability principles and standards to identify potential issues. Surveys require user
input, and usability testing cannot proceed without users.
Accessibility evaluation targets inclusivity for users with impairments, which is related but not a substitute for overall usability
evaluation. Therefore, option A is the only valid method under these constraints.
References:
Nielsen Norman Group: Heuristic Evaluation
Usability.gov: Expert Reviews and Inspections
ISO 9241-110 - Usability Principles
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