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dbt Labs dbt Analytics Engineering Certification Exam Sample Questions
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NEW QUESTION # 326 
You are working on a complex dbt model with many Common Table Expressions (CTEs) and decide to move some of those CTEs
into their own model to make your code more modular.
Is this a benefit of this approach?
The new model can be documented to explain its purpose and the logic it contains.

A. No
B. Yes

Answer: B

Explanation:
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Yes, this is a benefit of breaking large CTE-heavy SQL models into modular dbt models. According to dbt and Analytics
Engineering best practices, modularity improves clarity, maintainability, and documentation quality. When CTEs remain embedded
inside a single large SQL file, their purposes are often unclear, difficult to document, and hard for other developers to reuse. By
extracting a logical CTE into its own model, dbt treats it as a first-class resource-meaning it can have its own description, tests,
documentation, lineage, and metadata defined in YAML.
dbt's documentation system allows each model to include a description explaining what the transformation does, the assumptions
being made, and the expected behavior of the data. This aligns with the Analytics Engineering principle of creating self-documenting
pipelines, where transformations are transparent and easier for downstream users to understand.
Additionally, modular models improve lineage visualization in the DAG. Instead of a single model hiding multiple transformation
layers, a modular structure reveals how data flows through each intermediate step, helping both debugging and governance.
Modularization also enables reusability-other models can reference the intermediate model rather than rebuilding the same logic
through duplicated CTEs, supporting DRY (Don't Repeat Yourself) principles.
Therefore, moving CTEs into separate dbt models absolutely provides a documentation benefit and improves the overall engineering
quality of the project.

NEW QUESTION # 327 
(Multiple Select)

A. Confirming that the total count of orders in a day matches a rollup value in a pre-calculated summary table.
B. Ensuring a primary key column has no null values.
C. Verifying that a paid_at timestamp column always occurs after a signup_at timestamp column.
D. Checking if values in a specific column fall within a valid range based on business logic.

Answer: B,C

Explanation:
Generic tests (not_null and unique) handle basic structural checks. Options C and D involve domain specific logic or external
comparisons better suited for custom tests.

NEW QUESTION # 328 
You need to run a dbt job that performs a long-running data cleansing operation. The job occasionally times out. Which of the
following are potential solutions?

A. Break the cleansing logic into multiple models, chaining them with dependencies-
B. Schedule the job to run concurrently with other dbt models to maximize resource usage-
C. Increase the timeout setting in your CI/CD tool or dbt job configuration.
D. Use a dbt macro to retry the cleansing operation with a backoff strategy within the model itself-

Answer: A,C,D

Explanation:
Each tackles the timeout issue differently:A reduces the work done in a single step. B provides more time directly . C adds retry
resilience within the logic. D would likely worsen performance due to resource contention.

NEW QUESTION # 329 
You're setting up a CI/CD pipeline for dbt deployments. Which actions can help maintain data integrity and consistency between
your development, staging, and production environments?

A. Implement automated tests that validate data quality and model assumptions across all environments.
B. All of the above.
C. Enforce a branching strategy that mirrors environment progression (e.g., dev branch deploys to dev, etc. )
D. Utilize dbt logs and artifacts to track any changes made outside the standard deployment pipeline in each environment.

Answer: B

Explanation:
A: Tests ensure consistent behavior and catch issues early across environments. B: Structured branching aligns code changes to the
environments they affect. C: Tracking unexpected changes is vital for auditing and troubleshooting.



NEW QUESTION # 330 
You encounter an unexpected dbt run error. Rather than re-running all models, you want to resume from the point of failure. Which
of the following, if any, might allow for this?

A. Using dbt snapshots to track model states, allowing you to rollback changes as needed
B. dbt Cloud's job retry features for automatically resuming failed job executions.
C. The --fail-fast flag instructs dbt to only execute successful models, making restarts unnecessary
D. dbt unfortunately lacks native support for resumable jobs.

Answer: B

Explanation:
C can retry in event of transient errors, but not fundamental code problems. The rest are incorrect dbt typically isn't resumable mid-
job.

NEW QUESTION # 331
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