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Topic Details

Topic 1

Content Optimization: This section of the exam measures skills of Detection Engineers and focuses on
refining XSIAM content and detection logic. It includes deploying parsing and data modeling rules for
normalization, managing detection rules based on correlation, IOCs, BIOCs, and attack surface
management, and optimizing incident and alert layouts. Candidates must also demonstrate proficiency in
creating custom dashboards and reporting templates to support operational visibility.

Topic 2

Planning and Installation: This section of the exam measures skills of XSIAM Engineers and covers the
planning, evaluation, and installation of Palo Alto Networks Cortex XSIAM components. It focuses on
assessing existing IT infrastructure, defining deployment requirements for hardware, software, and
integrations, and establishing communication needs for XSIAM architecture. Candidates must also
configure agents, Broker VMs, and engines, along with managing user roles, permissions, and access
controls.

Topic 3

Maintenance and Troubleshooting: This section of the exam measures skills of Security Operations
Engineers and covers post-deployment maintenance and troubleshooting of XSIAM components. It
includes managing exception configurations, updating software components such as XDR agents and
Broker VMs, and diagnosing data ingestion, normalization, and parsing issues. Candidates must also
troubleshoot integrations, automation playbooks, and system performance to ensure operational reliability.

Topic 4

Integration and Automation: This section of the exam measures skills of SIEM Engineers and focuses on
data onboarding and automation setup in XSIAM. It covers integrating diverse data sources such as
endpoint, network, cloud, and identity, configuring automation feeds like messaging, authentication, and
threat intelligence, and implementing Marketplace content packs. It also evaluates the ability to plan,
create, customize, and debug playbooks for efficient workflow automation.

Palo Alto Networks XSIAM Engineer Sample Questions (Q71-Q76):
NEW QUESTION # 71 
A cybersecurity firm specializing in managed security services (MSSP) plans to offer XSIAM as a service to its diverse clientele.
This requires a multi-tenant XSIAM deployment. The MSSP needs to ensure strict data segregation, performance isolation for each
tenant, and efficient resource utilization across tenants. From a hardware perspective, what are the primary considerations to achieve
these objectives, and what is a potential pitfall?

A. Implementing a container orchestration platform like Kubernetes on bare-metal servers to provide granular resource limits
for each tenant, with a pitfall of increased operational complexity and learning curve.
B. Deploying dedicated physical server hardware for each major tenant to ensure strict performance isolation, with a pitfall of
high capital expenditure and underutilization of resources.
C. Procuring high-end GPU servers to accelerate tenant-specific machine learning models, with a pitfall of high power
consumption and limited applicability to all XSIAM workloads.
D. Relying solely on XSIAM's built-in multi-tenancy features without additional hardware-level isolation, with a pitfall of
insufficient performance guarantees and potential resource contention between tenants.
E. Utilizing a hyperconverged infrastructure (HCI) solution with robust virtualization capabilities and resource governance
features to logically isolate tenants, with a pitfall of potential 'noisy neighbor' issues if not properly configured.

Answer: E

Explanation:
For an MSSP offering multi-tenant XSIAM, the key is to achieve logical isolation and performance guarantees without dedicating
physical hardware per tenant, which is cost-prohibitive (A). HCI (B) is well-suited for this. It provides the necessary virtualization
and resource governance (CPU, RAM, I/O limits) to create isolated virtual environments for each tenant on shared hardware,
optimizing resource utilization. The pitfall of 'noisy neighbor' is inherent to shared infrastructure but can be mitigated with proper HCI
configuration and resource planning. While containers (C) offer granularity, XSIAM deployments often leverage virtual machines,
and HCI provides a robust underlying platform. GPUs (D) are not a primary requirement for general XSIAM multi-tenancy. Relying
solely on XSIAM's internal multi-tenancy (E) without underlying hardware/virtualization guarantees would lead to performance issues
in a demanding MSSP scenario.



NEW QUESTION # 72 
An organization is using XSIAM for its security operations. They have an on-premises network device that provides syslog data, but
due to strict regulatory compliance, certain sensitive log fields (e.g., specific user IDs, internal IP subnets) must be obfuscated or
redacted before the data leaves the on-premises network and reaches the XSIAM cloud. Simply dropping these fields is not
enough; a specific masking format is required (e.g., replacing 'user_id_123' with 'user_id_XXXXX' and '192.168.1.5' with
'192.168.1 .X'). Which XSIAM integration strategy, combined with an appropriate data manipulation technique, ensures this
compliance requirement while maintaining data utility for other security analysis?

A. Send all logs to a local SIEM first, which then performs the obfuscation. The SIEM then forwards the obfuscated logs to
XSIAM. Issue: Adds complexity and cost of an unnecessary intermediate SIEM.
B. Configure the network device to send syslog directly to an XSIAM Data Broker. XSIAM's custom data parsers will then
apply regex-based obfuscation rules during ingestion in the cloud. Issue: Data is sent to the cloud before obfuscation.
C. Use XSIAM Playbooks to query the raw logs in the XSIAM Data Lake and then use 'Code' tasks to obfuscate sensitive
fields in real-time before displaying them to analysts. Issue: Obfuscation happens post-ingestion, violating the pre-cloud
requirement.
D. Deploy an intermediate log forwarder (e.g., Splunk Universal Forwarder, Fluentd) on-premises. Configure this forwarder
to receive syslog from the network device. Implement a pre-processing filter or a custom plugin within the forwarder to apply
the required obfuscation/redaction using regular expressions or scripting before forwarding the modified logs to the XSIAM
Data Broker. Issue: Adds an extra layer of management.
E. The network device itself should be configured to obfuscate the fields before sending syslog. If the device lacks this
capability, this option is not viable. Issue: Assumes device capability which is often not present.

Answer: D

Explanation:
To ensure sensitive data is obfuscated before leaving the on-premises network and reaching the XSIAM cloud, an intermediate log
forwarder deployed on-premises is the most suitable and common solution. Tools like Splunk Universal Forwarder or Fluentd (or
even a custom Python script running as a service) can be configured to receive the raw syslog data. These forwarders have powerful
pre-processing capabilities (e.g., regex-based transformations, custom plugins) to apply the required obfuscation/redaction rules to
specific fields. Only the modified, compliant logs are then fomarded to the XSIAM Data Broker. While it adds an additional
component to manage, it's the most reliable way to enforce data privacy at the source, adhering to strict regulatory requirements.
Options A and E violate the 'before leaving the on-premises network' requirement. Option C relies on an often non-existent device
capability. Option D adds unnecessary complexity and cost.

NEW QUESTION # 73 
An organization is considering a hybrid XSIAM deployment, where ingestion and initial processing occur on-premises, but long-term
data retention and advanced analytics (e.g., complex ML models requiring significant compute) are offloaded to a public cloud
provider. What are the key hardware planning considerations on the on-premises side to facilitate this hybrid model effectively?

A. A dedicated, high-bandwidth, low-latency network connection (e.g., Direct Connect, ExpressRoute) between the on-
premises data center and the chosen cloud region is essential for efficient data transfer.
B. The on-premises hardware for ingestion must be sized to handle peak ingestion rates, with sufficient local storage (NVMe
SSDs) to buffer data before transfer to the cloud.
C. The on-premises XSIAM cluster nodes should have powerful CPUs and ample RAM to perform all necessary data
parsing, normalization, and initial indexing before sending data to the cloud.
D. Ensuring the on-premises hardware is capable of running virtual machines with GPU passthrough for cloud-like machine
learning capabilities, enabling seamless transition.
E. Implementing a hardware-based data compression appliance on-premises to reduce the volume of data transferred to the
cloud, minimizing egress costs.

Answer: A,B,C

Explanation:
For an effective hybrid XSIAM deployment with on-premises ingestion and cloud analytics/retention, several hardware
considerations on-premises are crucial. Sizing on-premises hardware for peak ingestion and providing buffer storage (A) is vital to
prevent data loss or backpressure. A dedicated, high-bandwidth, low-latency network connection (B) is absolutely critical for
efficient and timely data transfer to the cloud. Powerful CPUs and ample RAM on-premises (C) are necessary to perform initial data
processing (parsing, normalization, basic indexing) before sending data to the cloud, offloading compute from the cloud and ensuring
data is in a usable format upon arrival. While compression appliances (D) can help with costs, they are secondary to the fundamental
infrastructure requirements. GPU passthrough (E) is relevant for ML but contradicts the premise of offloading advanced analytics to



the cloud, making it less of a primary on-premises hardware concern for this specific hybrid model.

NEW QUESTION # 74 
Which section of a parsing rule defines the newly created dataset?

A. CONST
B. RULE
C. COLLECT
D. INGEST

Answer: C

Explanation:
In a Cortex XSIAM parsing rule, the COLLECT section defines the newly created dataset. This section specifies how the parsed
fields and data should be structured and stored for further use in analytics and queries.

NEW QUESTION # 75 
A cybersecurity firm develops a proprietary threat intelligence feed that delivers highly granular IOCs (IPs, domains, hashes, TTPs)
with a confidence score and expiration time via a custom REST API that requires token-based authentication. They want to provide
this feed to their XSIAM customers, enabling automated enrichment and proactive blocking. The integration must be robust,
scalable, and ensure that IOCs are periodically refreshed and expired ones are removed from XSIAM. Which specific XSIAM
integration components and logic should be recommended to their customers, and what are the critical design considerations for
maintaining the freshness and accuracy of the IOCs in XSIAM?

A. Customers should set up a dedicated XSIAM Data Broker to run a cron job that executes an external Python script. This
script fetches the IOCs and pushes them as raw logs to the XSIAM Data Lake. XSIAM Correlation Rules then extract
indicators. Critical consideration: Inefficient for structured IOCs, relies on complex regex for extraction, and no direct
mechanism for expiration handling.
B. Recommend customers to use a third-party TIP platform that already integrates with XSIAM, and the proprietary feed can
be ingested by that TIP. Critical consideration: Adds an extra layer of complexity and cost, and the third-party TIP might not
fully support the proprietary feed's granularity.
C. The cybersecurity firm should configure their feed to push all IOCs to a public STIX/TAXII server, and customers can
then subscribe XSIAM to this server. Critical consideration: Requires the proprietary feed to be converted to STIX/TAXII,
potentially losing granularity or requiring custom extensions.
D. Recommend customers configure XSIAM to use a custom 'Threat Intelligence Feed' type within XSIAM. This would
involve a scheduled XSIAM Playbook that includes a 'Code' task (Python script) to call the proprietary REST API, parse the
IOCs, and then use the XSIAM 'Indicator' API to ingest new IOCs and update existing ones, including setting expiration
times. The playbook also needs to query for expired indicators and update their status (e.g., 'retired'). Critical considerations:
Securely storing API tokens, error handling for API calls, efficient parsing of large datasets, and proper mapping of custom
IOC fields to XSIAM indicator attributes (e.g., confidence, TTPs).
E. Customers should manually download CSV files from the proprietary API and periodically upload them to XSIAM. For
expiration, customers must manually remove expired loCs. Critical consideration: High operational overhead and potential for
stale data.

Answer: D

Explanation:
For a proprietary threat intelligence feed with custom APIs and dynamic expiration, the most effective and scalable solution for
XSIAM customers is to leverage XSIAM Playbooks with 'Code' tasks. This allows for direct, authenticated interaction with the
custom REST API, precise parsing of the granular IOCs, and accurate mapping to XSIAM 'Indicator' objects. Critically, the
playbook can be scheduled to run periodically to refresh the feed and, importantly, manage expiration. The Python script within the
playbook can query for indicators past their expiration time (or those flagged as expired by the feed) and update their status (e.g.,
'set 'lifeCycleStatus': 'retired"). Key design considerations include securely storing the API token within XSIAM's vault,
implementing robust error handling for API connectivity and data parsing, and efficiently processing potentially large volumes of
IOCs. Proper mapping of custom IOC fields (like confidence scores and TTPs) to XSIAM's indicator attributes is vital for
maximizing their utility in XSIAM's analytics and automation.



NEW QUESTION # 76
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