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CIDQ IDPX Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Contract Administration: This section of the exam measures the skills of a Construction Administrator and
covers documentation and communication processes such as RFIs, change orders, transmittals, field
reports, and punch lists. It also includes managing site visits, shop drawings, project meetings, and
contractor payment processes.
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Topic 2

Project Process, Roles, and Coordination: This section of the exam measures the skills of a Project Design
Manager and focuses on team roles, stakeholder engagement, budgeting, project timelines, and
collaboration with allied professionals. It also includes managing deliverables, specifications, phased
construction, and conducting post-occupancy evaluations.

Topic 3

Integration with Building Systems and Construction: This section of the exam measures skills of a Building
Systems Coordinator and involves applying knowledge of structural, mechanical, plumbing, electrical, fire
protection, lighting, and acoustical systems. It also includes coordinating with ceiling plans, installation
sequencing, and understanding building components and transport systems.
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CIDQ Interior Design Professional Exam Sample Questions (Q86-Q91):
NEW QUESTION # 86 
In a large project, what is the BEST reason to enter into a joint venture?

A. Gain experience in a new type of work
B. Maximize hiring of short-term staff
C. Increase the firm's profit margins
D. Allocate staff resources to one project

Answer: A

Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of professional practice, including the strategic reasons for entering into
a joint venture. A joint venture is a partnership between two or more firms to collaborate on a project, often to leverage
complementary expertise or resources.
* Option A (Increase the firm's profit margins):A joint venture may or may not increase profit margins, but this is not the best reason
to enter one. Joint ventures often involve shared profits, which could reduce margins, and the primary goal is typically not profit but
collaboration.
* Option B (Maximize hiring of short-term staff):Hiring short-term staff is a staffing decision, not a reason to form a joint venture. A
joint venture involves partnering with another firm, not hiring temporary employees.
* Option C (Allocate staff resources to one project):While a joint venture can help with resource allocation, this is a secondary
benefit. The primary reason for a joint venture is to leverage expertise or capabilities, not just to allocate staff.
* Option D (Gain experience in a new type of work):This is the best reason. A joint venture allows a firm to partner with another
that has expertise in an area where the firm lacks experience, such as a new project type (e.g., a large university project). This
collaboration enables the firm to gain experience, expand its portfolio, and build new skills, making it a strategic reason for entering a
joint venture.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on professional practice and business strategies.
"A joint venture is often formed to gain experience in a new type of work by partnering with a firm that has complementary expertise,
allowing both firms to expand their capabilities." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Professional Practice Section) The NCIDQ IDPX
Study Guide highlights that a primary reason for a joint venture is to gain experience in a new area by leveraging the expertise of a
partner firm. This aligns with Option D, making it the best reason for entering a joint venture on a large project.
Objectives:
* Understand strategic business decisions like joint ventures (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Professional Practice).
* Apply collaboration strategies to expand firm capabilities (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Project Management).
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NEW QUESTION # 87 
What are the three parts of a Construction Specification Institute (CSI) specification?

A. information, purchasing, installing
B. requirements, finishes, construction
C. general, products, execution
D. allowance, alternate, application

Answer: C

Explanation:
The Construction Specification Institute (CSI) MasterFormat organizes specifications into three parts: General (scope, conditions,
references), Products (materials, equipment), and Execution (installation methods, quality control). This structure, used in Division
02-49, ensures clarity andconsistency. Option B (allowance, alternate, application) mixes contract terms, not spec parts. Option C
(information, purchasing, installing) is vague and incorrect. Option D (requirements, finishes, construction) lacks specificity. General,
products, execution (A) is the standard CSI format.
Verified Answer from Official Source:A - general, products, execution
"CSI specifications are divided into three parts: General, Products, and Execution, providing a standardized framework for project
requirements." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Section 4: Specifications) Explanation from Official Source:The NCIDQ adopts CSI's
three-part structure to ensure designers specify materials and methods comprehensively, aligning with industry standards.
Objectives:
* Understand specification organization (IDPX Objective 4.1).

NEW QUESTION # 88 
What is the MOST effective construction method to help mitigate impact noise from high heels on ahard floor surface?

A. Framed-in upholstered wall panel system
B. Resilient underlayment in the floor assembly
C. Higher NRC in the ceiling material
D. Blanket insulation between joists and trusses

Answer: B

Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of acoustical design, specifically how to mitigate impact noise, which is
caused by physical contact (e.g., high heels on a hard floor) and transmitted through the structure. Impact noise is best addressed by
isolating the vibration at the source, rather than relying solely on sound absorption.
* Option A (Higher NRC in the ceiling material):NRC (Noise Reduction Coefficient) measures a material's ability to absorb airborne
sound within a space. While a higher NRC ceiling material can reduce reverberation, it does not effectively mitigate impact noise,
which is transmitted through the floor structure to the space below.
* Option B (Framed-in upholstered wall panel system):Upholstered wall panels also absorb airborne sound but have minimal effect
on impact noise, as they do not address the vibration at the floor level where the noise originates.
* Option C (Resilient underlayment in the floor assembly):This is the most effective method. Resilient underlayment (e.g., rubber or
cork) is a layer installed beneath the hard floor surface that absorbs and isolates vibrations caused by impact, such as footsteps from
high heels. This reduces the transmission of impact noise to the structure and the space below, making it the best solution.
* Option D (Blanket insulation between joists and trusses):Blanket insulation (e.g., fiberglass batt) between joists helps reduce
airborne sound transmission but has little effect on impact noise, as it does not isolate the vibration at the floor surface.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on acoustical design and noise control.
"To mitigate impact noise from hard floor surfaces, a resilient underlayment should be incorporated into the floor assembly to absorb
vibrations and reduce transmission to the structure below." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Acoustical Design Section) The NCIDQ
IDPX Study Guide specifies that resilient underlayment is the most effective method for mitigating impact noise, as it directly
addresses the source of the vibration. This aligns with Option C, making it the best construction method for reducing noise from high
heels on a hard floor.
Objectives:
* Understand methods for controlling impact noise in interior spaces (NCIDQ IDPX Objective:
Acoustical Design).
* Apply construction detailing to achieve acoustical performance (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Detailing and Construction).



NEW QUESTION # 89 
What spaces are typically grouped together in a multistory building's service core?

A. stairs, elevator, toilet rooms, supply closet
B. kitchen, toilet rooms, loading docks, laundry
C. janitors closets, electrical closets, data rooms, HVAC
D. lobby, elevator, corridors, stairs

Answer: A

Explanation:
A multistory building's service core centralizes vertical circulation and utilities for efficiency and accessibility. Typically, this includes
stairs (egress), elevators (vertical transport), toilet rooms (plumbing stack), and supply closets (support), per standard architectural
practice. Lobby and corridors (A) are public areas, not core-specific. Kitchen and loading docks (C) are functional, not core
elements. Janitorial and mechanical rooms (D) may be adjacent but aren't the primary core components. Stairs, elevator, toilet
rooms, and supply closet (B) form the typical service core.
Verified Answer from Official Source:B - stairs, elevator, toilet rooms, supply closet
"The service core in a multistory building typically includes stairs, elevators, toilet rooms, and supply closets for centralized
functionality." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Section 2: Building Systems) Explanation from Official Source:The NCIDQ defines the
service core as the backbone of vertical and utility systems, optimizing space and circulation in multi-level designs.
Objectives:
* Understand building system integration (IDPX Objective 2.6).

NEW QUESTION # 90 
What modification would increase the available time for occupants to exit a space during a fire?

A. Install a sprinkler system
B. Increase the number of exits
C. Change the ceiling type
D. Specify finishes with higher flame-spread rating

Answer: A

Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's knowledge of fire safety and life safety measures that enhance occupant safety during a
fire. Increasing the available time for occupants to exit a space (often referred to as increasing the "egress time" or "available safe
egress time") involves measures that slow the spread of fire and smoke, giving occupants more time to evacuate.
* Option A (Change the ceiling type):Changing the ceiling type (e.g., from acoustic tiles to gypsum board) may have a minor impact
on fire spread depending on the material, but it is not a significant or reliable method to increase egress time. Ceiling types are more
about acoustics or aesthetics than fire suppression.
* Option B (Install a sprinkler system):This is the correct choice. Installing a sprinkler system significantly increases the available time
for occupants to exit by actively suppressing the fire.
Sprinklers control or extinguish fires, reducing heat, smoke, and flame spread, which allows more time for safe evacuation.
According to the International Building Code (IBC) and NFPA 101 (Life Safety Code), sprinklers are a key life safety measure that
can extend egress time.
* Option C (Increase the number of exits):Increasing the number of exits can reduce congestion during evacuation, potentially
speeding up the egress process, but it does not increase the available time for occupants to exit. It addresses how quickly occupants
can leave, not how long they have before conditions become untenable.
* Option D (Specify finishes with higher flame-spread rating):A higher flame-spread rating means the finishes are more flammable,
which would accelerate fire spread and decrease the available time for egress. This option would have the opposite effect and is
incorrect.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on fire safety and life safety systems, referencing standards like
the IBC and NFPA 101.
"Installing a sprinkler system increases the available time for occupants to exit a space during a fire by suppressing fire growth and
reducing smoke and heat, enhancing life safety." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Building Systems Section) The NCIDQ IDPX Study
Guide highlights that sprinkler systems are a primary method to increase egress time by controlling fires, thereby extending the
window for safe evacuation. This aligns with Option B, making it the correct answer.
Objectives:
* Understand fire safety measures that enhance occupant egress (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Building Systems).



* Apply life safety principles to improve evacuation safety (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Codes and Standards).

NEW QUESTION # 91
......
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