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EMC Dell PowerFlex Operate Exam Sample Questions (Q17-Q22):

NEW QUESTION # 17
What is the primary purpose of PowerFlex Manager?

A. Automate deployment and lifecycle management
B. Manage virtual machines

C. Create snapshots of storage volumes

D. Configure fault sets
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Answer: A

Explanation:

PowerFlex Manager (PFxM) is the orchestration and autormation appliance.

* Automate deployment and lifecycle management (Option B): PFxM is designed to take bare-metal servers and automatically
deploy the OS, networking, and PowerFlex software to build a cluster. Once built, it handles the Lifecycle Management (LCM),
autormating complex tasks like firmware upgrades, software patches, and node expansions without downtime.

Incorrect Options: Managing VMs (A) is for vCenter. Creating snapshots (C) and configuring Fault Sets (D) are storage tasks
performed via the PowerFlex GUI/Block Controller, whereas PFxM focuses on the infrastructure lifecycle.

NEW QUESTION # 18
‘Which management interface is used for day-to-day operations of PowerFlex?

A.CLI

B. PowerFlex Manager
C. vCenter Plugin

D. GUI

Answer: D

Explanation:

Note: In the context of PowerFlex exams, there is often a distinction between "Lifecycle Management" (PowerFlex Manager) and
"Block Storage Operations" (GUI/Presentation Server).

* GUI (Option C): The PowerFlex Web UI (often accessed via the Presentation Server or the unified dashboard in v4) is the
primary tool for Day-to-Day tasks. This includes mapping volumes to hosts, taking snapshots, monitoring IOPS, and checking
capacity usage. It provides the visual topology of the storage.

* PowerFlex Manager (D): While modern versions unify this, historically and in exam logic, PFxM is the tool for deployment,
upgrades, and hardware alerts (Lifecycle), whereas the "GUI" is for storage management.

The CLI (B) is used for scripting and advanced tasks, but the GUI is the standard for general daily operations.

NEW QUESTION # 19
Before starting a PowerFlex upgrade, which step is essential to ensure the process completes successfully?

A. Verify cluster health and resolve any critical issues
B. Disable SNMP traps

C. Enable deduplication on all volumes

D. Reset all storage pools to default settings

Answer: A

Explanation:

Verifying cluster health is the absolute prerequisite before attempting any upgrade or maintenance activity.

An upgrade mvolves taking nodes offline (rebooting) sequentially. When a node goes offline, the cluster relies on the remaining nodes
to serve I/0 and maintain data redundancy.

* Ifthe cluster is already in a Degraded state (e.g, a drive is failed, or capacity is nearly full), taking a node offline could result in
Data Unavailable (DU) or Data Loss (DL).

* PowerFlex Manager and the CLI provide "Pre-upgrade Health Checks." These checks validate:

* No active rebuilds or rebalances are running,

* All SDS and MDM components are connected and synchronized.

* There is sufficient spare capacity to handle a node failure or maintenance mode.

Resetting pools (Option A) creates data loss. Deduplication (Option C) is a feature choice, not an upgrade requirement.

NEW QUESTION # 20
An administrator is preparing to upgrade a PowerFlex cluster. What steps should they follow to ensure success? (Choose two).

e A Validate hardware compatibility for all nodes
e B. Backup the current cluster configuration
e (. Verify the cluster health status in PowerFlex Manager



e D. Enable deduplication for all volumes
Answer: B,C

Explanation:

A successful upgrade relies on a stable starting state and a recovery plan.

* Verify the cluster health status (Option D): This is the most critical pre-requisite. You must check the PowerFlex Manager
dashboard or use the CLI (scli --query _cluster) to ensure the system state is

"Optimal." You cannot proceed with an upgrade if the systemiis in a "Degraded" state or if a Rebuild

/Rebalance is currently active, as taking a node offline for upgrade could lead to data unavailability.

* Backup the current cluster configuration (Option A): In the rare event of a catastrophic failure during the upgrade (e.g, MDM
database corruption), having a recent backup of the MDM configuration allows you to restore the cluster map and volume
definitions.

NEW QUESTION # 21
What is a key requirement for adding new nodes to an existing PowerFlex cluster?

A. Ensure the new nodes are in the same Protection Domain
B. Assign VLAN tags for replication traffic

C. Validate hardware compatibility with the cluster

D. Preconfigure deduplication on the new nodes

Answer: C

Explanation:

* Validate hardware compatibility (Option C): The most critical technical requirement is ensuring the new nodes are compatible with
the existing cluster. This includes verifying that the CPU, RAM, and most importantly, the network interface cards (NICs) and
storage devices match the existing nodes or are supported in a mixed-node configuration. Adding a node with incompatible
hardware can cause instability or performance degradation (the "straggler" effect).

Incorrect Options:

* Same Protection Domain (A): You can add nodes to a new Protection Domain if you are creating a new fault zone.

* Preconfigure deduplication (B): Deduplication is a Storage Pool setting, not a node setting.

* VLAN tags (D): While networking is important, hardware compatibility is the fundamental prerequisite before configuring network

tags.

NEW QUESTION # 22
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