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applicants to focus on their weak areas. It also helps applicants to track their progress and make improvements. American Society
of Microbiology ABMM Practice Exans are particularly helpful in identifying areas where one needs more practice.

American Society of Microbiology ABMM Sample Questions (Q158-Q163):

NEW QUESTION # 158
A patient with a history of intravenous drug use develops a fever and new heart murmur. Blood cultures are positive for Gram-
positive cocci that are catalase-positive and coagulase-positive. The MOST likely complication of this infection is:

A. Glomerulonephritis
B. Embolic stroke

C. Septic arthritis

D. Reactive arthritis

Answer: B

NEW QUESTION # 159

An outbreak of gastroenteritis occurs among attendees of a company picnic. Epidemiological investigation points towards
contaminated potato salad. Stool cultures from affected individuals grow non-lactose fermenting, Gram-negative rods that are H2S
positive on TSI agar. Which pathogen is most likely responsible?

A. Shigella sonnei

B. Salmonella Enteritidis

C. Vibrio cholerac

D. Enterotoxigenic E. coli (ETEC)

Answer: B

NEW QUESTION # 160

A clinical microbiology laboratory is validating a new muiltiplex PCR assay for the simultaneous detection of several gastrointestinal
pathogens, including Salmonella, Shigella, and Campylobacter. To ensure the accuracy and reliability of the assay, it is crucial to
include appropriate controls. Which of the following sets of controls would be MOST comprehensive?

¢ A Positive controls for each target organism, a negative control containing non-target DNA, and a process control to monitor
nucleic acid extraction.

¢ B. Posttive controls for each target organism, a negative control without template DNA, and an internal amplification control.

e C. Positive controls for each target organism and a negative control without any template DNA.

¢ D. Positive controls for each target organism, a negative control without template DNA, an internal amplification control, and
a process control to monitor nucleic acid extraction.

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 161

A diagnostic laboratory is validating a new multiplex PCR panel for respiratory pathogens. According to CLIA regulations, which of
the following parameters must be established by the laboratory performing the validation for this qualitative nucleic acid amplification
test?

A. Accuracy, Precision, Analytical Sensitivity, Analytical Specificity (including cross-reactivity)
B. Precision, Reportable Range, Analytical Specificity, Reference Interval

C. Accuracy, Precision, Clinical Sensitivity, Clinical Specificity

D. Accuracy, Precision, Reportable Range, Analytical Sensitivity

Answer: A

NEW QUESTION # 162
A clinical trial is evaluating the efficacy of a new antifiingal agent against invasive aspergillosis. Serum galactomannan levels are being
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used as a biomarker to monitor the infection. A decrease in galactomannan levels during treatment would indicate:

A. Development of resistance to the antifngal agent.
B. A false-positive result in the galactomannan assay.
C. Successful clearance or reduction of the Aspergillus burden.
D. Concurrent infection with a non- Aspergillus mold.

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 163
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