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American Society of Microbiology ABMM Sample Questions (Q61-Q66):
NEW QUESTION # 61 
Which virus is recognized as the leading cause of sporadic, severe gastroenteritis in infants and young children globally, for which
effective vaccines are now available?

A. Enteric Adenovirus (serotypes 40, 41)
B. Astrovirus
C. Norovirus
D. Rotavirus

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 62 
A serum sample from an asymptomatic patient screened for syphilis yields a reactive Rapid Plasma Reagin (RPR) test result with a
titer of 1:16, but a non-reactive Treponema pallidum particle agglutination (TP-PA) test. What is the most likely interpretation of
these findings?

A. Early primary syphilis (before treponemal antibodies develop)
B. Biological false positive (BFP) RPR reaction
C. Prozone phenomenon in the TP-PA test
D. Successfully treated past syphilis infection

Answer: B

NEW QUESTION # 63 
A patient presents with symptoms suggestive of primary syphilis. Which diagnostic test typically becomes positive earliest in the
course of infection?

A. Venereal Disease Research Laboratory (VDRL) test on CSF
B. Rapid Plasma Reagin (RPR)
C. Treponema pallidum particle agglutination (TP-PA)
D. Darkfield microscopy of lesion exudate

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 64 
A microbiology laboratory is performing antimicrobial susceptibility testing using Etest strips. The MIC value is determined by:

A. The diameter of the zone of inhibition around the strip.
B. The highest concentration that allows visible bacterial growth within the zone of inhibition.
C. The lowest concentration at which the elliptical zone of inhibition intersects the strip.
D. The presence or absence of growth at a single critical concentration.

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 65 
In a clinical microbiology laboratory, quality control testing of Mueller-Hinton agar used for disk diffusion susceptibility testing
involves checking the zone sizes for E. coli ATCC 25922, S. aureus ATCC 25923, and
P. aeruginosa ATCC 27853. What is the primary purpose of including P. aeruginosa ATCC 27853 in this QC?
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A. To ensure appropriate concentration of calcium and magnesium ions affecting aminoglycoside activity
B. To verify the performance of cell wall active agents like penicillin
C. To confirm the correct pH of the agar medium
D. To assess the performance of agents primarily active against Gram-positive organisms

Answer: A

NEW QUESTION # 66
......
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