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American Society of Microbiology ABMM Sample Questions (Q64-Q69):

NEW QUESTION # 64
A patient develops severe, watery diarrhea shortly after starting a course of clindamycin. Stool testing using a cytotoxicity assay is
positive. This result is most consistent with infection by which organism?

A. Norovirus

B. Campylobacter jejuni
C. Clostridioides difficile
D. Giardia lamblia

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 65
A patient with a history of intravenous drug use develops a fever and new heart murmur. Blood cultures are positive for Gram-
positive cocci that are catalase-positive and coagulase-positive. The MOST likely complication of this infection is:

A. Septic arthritis

B. Embolic stroke

C. Glomerulonephritis
D. Reactive arthritis

Answer: B

NEW QUESTION # 66

During a community outbreak of influenza, a public health laboratory perforns rapid antigen testing on nasopharyngeal swabs. A test
for influenza A is positive, but the influenza B test is negative. Subsequently, RT-PCR is performed on the same sample, and it is
negative for both influenza A and B viral RNA. The MOST likely explanation for this discordant resuilt is:

A. The rapid antigen test yielded a false positive result, and the RT-PCR was a true negative.
B. The RT-PCR assay has a high limit of detection, missing a low viral load.

C. The rapid antigen test has low sensitivity, resulting in a false positive.

D. The patient was infected with a novel influenza strain not detected by either assay.

Answer: A

NEW QUESTION # 67

A sputum sample from a patient with suspected pulmonary tuberculosis is submitted for AFB smear and culture. The smear is
reported as positive for acid-fast bacilli (4+). Which method is considered the gold standard for confirming the identification of
Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex from culture?

A. Growth rate and colony morphology on Lowenstein-Jensen media

B. Niacin accumulation test

C. Nucleic acid amplification test (NAAT) targeting specific MTC sequences
D. HPLC analysis of mycolic acids

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 68

A patient with a history of neutropenia following chemotherapy develops a rapidly progressive pneumonia.

Bronchoalveolar lavage fluid reveals septate hyphae with acute angle (45-degree) branching, The MOST likely diagnosis is invasive
pulmonary aspergillosis caused by:



A. Fusarium species

B. Mucor species

C. Rhizopus species

D. Aspergillus fumigatus

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 69
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