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Construction Specifications Institute Construction Documents Technologist
Sample Questions (Q20-Q25):

NEW QUESTION # 20
Which of'the following is NOT a method of specifying?

A. Reference standard
B. Perspective

C. Performance

D. Proprictary

Answer: B

Explanation:

CSI formally recognizes the main methods of specifying as:

* Descriptive

* Performance

* Reference standard

* Proprietary

From this list:

* Proprietary (B) - A method where specific products, manufacturers, or model numbers are named.

* Performance (C) - A method that states the required results or performance rather than prescribing exact materials or methods.
* Reference standard (D) - A method that cites published standards (e.g., ASTM, ANSI, UL) to define the requirements.

These three - proprietary, performance, and reference standard - are all recognized CSI methods of specifying.

Option A. "Perspective" is not one of CSI's methods of specifying. It appears to be a typographical error for

"prescriptive," but CSI generally uses the terms descriptive, performance, reference standard, and proprietary as the main
categories. Taken literally as written, "Perspective" is a termrelated to viewpoint or drawing type, not a spec-writing method, so:
The choice that is NOT a method of specifying is A. Perspective.

(Ifthe intended word were "Prescriptive," CSI practice would treat "prescriptive/descriptive" specifying as a recognized method, still
making the written option "Perspective" the one that is not a valid method.) CSI-aligned references (no external links):

* CSI Construction Specifications Practice Guide - section on Methods of Specifying.

* CSI CDT Study materials - descriptions of proprietary, performance, reference standard, and descriptive

/prescriptive specifying.

NEW QUESTION # 21
‘When developing an operation and maintenance (O&M) budget for a facility, what should form the basis for budget decisions?

A. The estimator's preliminary project description

B. The construction manager's lif¢ cycle analysis

C. The facility manager’s historical record of actual costs
D. The architect/engineer’s projected operating costs

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 22
Which of these is NOT a graphical format used to establish order and organization of construction drawings?

A. United States National CAD Standard

B. Construction Specifications Institute (CSI) Uniform Drawing System
C. MasterFormat

D. American Institute of Architects (AIA) CAD Layer Guidelines

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 23
Which of'the following participants is involved in the Integrated Project Delivery (IPD) method?



A. Commissioning agent

B. Authority having jurisdiction
C. Contractor

D. Inspector

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 24
‘When developing an operation and maintenance (O&M) budget for a facility, what should form the basis for budget decisions?

A. The estimator’s preliminary project description

B. The construction manager’s lif¢ cycle analysis

C. The facility manager’s historical record of actual costs
D. The architect/engineer’s projected operating costs

Answer: C

Explanation:

CSI's project-delivery and facility-management perspective emphasizes that O&M budgeting should be grounded in real,
documented performance and cost history wherever possible. The facility manager is the team member who typically maintains:

* Utility bills

* Maintenance contracts and work orders

* Repair and replacement histories

* Staff, labor, and consumables costs

These form a historical record of actual O&M costs, which provides the most reliable basis for forecasting future O&M budgets.
Technical guidance on O&M cost analysis similarly stresses that:

* Agencies "should maintain O&M cost records" that document baseline costs.

* When defining an O&M cost baseline, it is recommended to use as much historical data as possible, and that historic O&M costs
and actual site data should be used wherever possible.

* Research on O&M budgeting practice has found that historical-based budgeting predominates among budgeting bases used in real
facilities.

That is exactly what Option D describes: the facility manager's historical record of actual costs is the correct and most defensible
basis for making O&M budget decisions.

Why the others are less appropriate froma CSI/CDT standpoint:

* A. Architect/engineer’s projected operating costs - A/E projections can be useful at early planning stages, but they are estimates,
not verified costs. Once a facility has operating history, the A/E's projections are secondary to actual cost data.

* B. Construction manager's life cycle analysis - Life-cycle cost analyses are valuable for choosing systems and strategies, but they
are models and assumptions, not the primary budget baseline once real cost data exist.

* C. Estimator's prelimmnary project description - A Prelimnary Project Description (PPD) is a design-stage estimating and scoping
tool, not an operating-cost record. It has no direct tie to actual O&M performance.

Therefore, under CSI-aligned practice, the facility manager’s historical record of actual costs (Option D) is the correct basis.

Core CSl-aligned references for this question (no URLs):

* CSI Project Delivery Practice Guide - chapters on facility management and life-cycle considerations.

* DOE/FEMP guidance on O&M baselines and cost savings, stressing use of historic O&M cost data and actual site data.

* Research on O&M budgeting showing predominance of historical-based budgeting,

NEW QUESTION # 25
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