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that you can use our L4M1 study materials for study in anytime and anywhere. Because we have three version of L4M1 exam
questions that can satisfy all needs of our customers.

CIPS L4M1 Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Public, private, charity, not-for-profit, manufacturing, retail, construction, financial, agriculture, and service
sectors. It also covers analyzing the impact of the public sector on procurement and supply chain activities
public sector objectives, regulations, competition, accountability, and value for money. It finally covers the
impact of the private sector on procurement or supply chain activities.

Topic 2

Understand and analyse aspects of organisational infrastructure that shape the scope of procurement and
supply chain functions: This section measures that skill of supply chain strategists and organizational analysts
in understanding corporate governance, documented policies, accountability, and ethics. It also covers the
impact of organisational policies and procedures on procurement and supply

Topic 3
Understand and analyse the key steps when procuring goods or services: This section measures that skills
of purchasing managers and procurement officers in identifying and evaluating stages in the sourcing
process, planning, supplier selection, and contract management.

Topic 4
Understand and analyse the need for compliance: This section measures skills of compliance officers and
sector-specific procurement managers in understanding different economic and industrial sectors such as

Topic 5 Procedures, strategies, manuals, and internal function involvement.

CIPS Scope and Influence of Procurement and Supply Sample Questions
(Q30-Q35):
NEW QUESTION # 30 
Explain FIVE possible factors that influence procurement
activities in third sector (not-for-profit) organisations that
Parvinder should research. (25 marks)
Parvinder Kaur works for a leading procurement consultancy, NHB. Her
clients are based all around the world with a diverse range of products and services. Parvinder specialises in providing procurement
advice within the public sector but she also has two major clients in the private sector.
Before beginning procurement consultancy services with a new client,
parvinder likes to research the organisation and the sector in Which it operates so that she can understand the type of challenges that
the organisation may face. This work, ahead of the first meeting, has meant that Parvinder has built an excellent reputation for
analysing a business quickly. It also means she has been able to establish insight into the aspects which may have a significant impact
on the success of the procurement function in her clients.
NHB has recently won a significant contract to provide procurement
consultancy service to a large third sector (not-for-profit) organisation.
This is an important new client for NHB and the board is keen to assign Parvinder as the key account manager, even though this is a
new area for her. Parvinder is happy to take on the additional work as she is keen to develop a greater understanding of this sector.

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution in Explanation part below.
Explanation:
Procurement in third sector (not-for-profit) organisations operates under distinct influences compared to public or private sectors.
Understanding these factors is crucial for Parvinder to provide effective consultancy tailored to the sector's unique challenges and
requirements. Below are five key factors that influence procurement activities in third sector organisations:
1. Funding Sources and Financial Constraints
* Explanation:Third sector organisations typically rely on donations, grants, fundraising, and government funding rather than sales
revenue. This creates tight budgetary controls and unpredictability in funding availability.
* Impact on Procurement:Procurement activities must align closely with available funds, often requiring careful prioritisation, cost-
effectiveness, and compliance with funders' conditions. Parvinder should research how the organisation manages fluctuating budgets
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and whether there are restrictions on how funds can be spent.
2. Regulatory and Compliance Requirements
* Explanation:Not-for-profit organisations are often subject to specific regulatory frameworks and reporting standards, including
charity laws, governance codes, and donor-imposed conditions.
* Impact on Procurement:These regulations impact supplier selection, contract management, and transparency obligations.
Procurement must ensure compliance with these rules to maintain legitimacy, donor confidence, and avoid legal penalties. Parvinder
should assess the regulatory environment affecting procurement processes.
3. Social and Ethical Considerations
* Explanation:Third sector organisations frequently have missions linked to social good, environmental sustainability, and ethical
practices. Procurement decisions are influenced by these values and stakeholder expectations.
* Impact on Procurement:Procurement must prioritise suppliers who meet ethical standards, support local communities, and minimize
environmental impact. This may limit supplier options but aligns procurement with organisational values and public image. Parvinder
should evaluate the organisation's sustainability and CSR policies.
4. Stakeholder Involvement and Governance
* Explanation:Procurement decisions in not-for-profits often involve multiple stakeholders, including trustees, donors, beneficiaries,
and volunteers, making the governance structure complex.
* Impact on Procurement:This can lengthen decision-making processes, require additional approvals, and demand higher
transparency and accountability. Parvinder should investigate who the key stakeholders are and how procurement decisions are
governed and communicated.
5. Market and Supplier Availability
* Explanation:Depending on the organisation's geographic location, niche requirements, and mission, there may be limited availability
of suitable suppliers, especially those compliant with social and ethical standards.
* Impact on Procurement:Limited supplier choice can increase costs and procurement risk.
Procurement strategies may need to focus on supplier development, collaboration, or partnerships to meet organisational needs.
Parvinder should research supplier markets and potential supply chain risks.
Conclusion:
To effectively advise the new third sector client, Parvinder must research and understand the impact of funding limitations, regulatory
compliance, ethical imperatives, stakeholder complexity, and supplier availability on procurement activities. Recognising these factors
will enable her to tailor procurement strategies that support the organisation's mission, ensure transparency, and optimise resource
use-key to delivering value in the not-for-profit environment.
Bottom of Form
Top of Form

NEW QUESTION # 31 
Describe the main differences between the three economic sectors: public, private and third. Your answer may make reference to
the following: funding, ownership, shares, objectives and administration (25 marks)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution in Explanation part below.
Explanation:
How to approach this question
- Sometimes CIPS give you a steer on how to answer the question. My advice is to follow it. The question says you MAY make
reference to the following, but I'd use those hints as a guide for content- a paragraph on each and you're done!
- When you've got a 'may make reference to' hint - this means you can completely ignore it and do your own thing and bring in your
own ideas. May means it's optional, so you wouldn't be penalised for this. However, you have to consider the examiner's mark
scheme- it will detail options of stuff you can write for funding, ownership etc. Then there will be a line at the bottom saying
something like 'accept other options such as x and y'. This leaves it up to the examiner to decide whether what you've said is
relevant. I'd personally not leave it up to chance you get a lenient examiner. If you write what's definitely going to be on their mark
scheme, you're more likely to get more points.
Example Essay
The modern economy is a complex tapestry of various sectors, each with its own distinct characteristics and functions. The three
prominent sectors are the public sector, the private sector, and the third sector. These sectors differ significantly in terms of their
funding mechanisms, ownership structures, objectives, the concept of shares, and their administration.
Firstly, the public sector is predominantly funded by the government through taxation, grants, and other forms of public revenue. Its
very existence hinges on the provision of essential services and the fulfilment of societal needs. These organizations are owned by the
government, be it at the federal, state, or local level. Unlike the private sector, the concept of shares doesn't apply in the public
sector. Instead, the government allocates budgets to various departments and agencies for public services and projects. The primary
objectives of the public sector revolve around the welfare of the citizens, including the provision ofeducation, healthcare, defence,



and infrastructure. It is characterized by bureaucratic administration, with decision-making processes subject to governmental
regulations and oversight. A prime example is public schools and healthcare systems, which are funded and operated by the
government with the primary objective of ensuring universal access to education and healthcare services.
In contrast, the private sector operates on a starkly different paradigm. It is primarily funded by private capital, investment, and
profit-seeking activities. Private individuals and corporations own these entities, with ownership shares often represented by stocks.
Shareholders invest capital in exchange for ownership stakes and the potential for dividends. The central objective in the private
sector is profit maximization, driven by competition in the market. Companies in the private sector are administered by management
teams and boards of directors, with decisions guided by market forces. Apple and ExxonMobil are examples of private sector
entities, privately owned and publicly traded, with profit motives at their core. Shareholders invest in these companies with the
expectation of financial returns.
Lastly, the third sector, often referred to as the nonprofit or voluntary sector, represents a unique economic sphere. It relies on a
combination of funding sources, including donations, grants, and earned income, but not taxation. Third sector organizations are not
owned by individuals or shareholders; instead, they are governed by boards of directors or trustees. Unlike the private sectors,
shares are not applicable in the third sector.
These organizations do not seek to distribute profits to owners. The primary objective of the third sector is to serve a social or
community purpose, such as addressing societal issues, promoting social change, and providing services that benefit the public.
Administration in this sector is overseen by non-profit boards, and it heavily relies on volunteers, philanthropy, and community
engagement. For example, the Red Cross operates with the objective of providing humanitarian aid and disaster relief, relying on
donations and volunteers to fulfil its mission. Any profits that are made are reinvested into the organisation to further its mission.
In conclusion, the public, private, and third sectors represent diverse economic domains, each with its own funding mechanisms,
ownership structures, objectives, and administrative models. These sectors play essential and complementary roles in society,
contributing to economic development, public welfare, and social progress. Together, they form the foundation of a balanced and
dynamic economic landscape.
Tutor Notes
- I've structured this essay with a paragraph on each sector, but you could have done a paragraph on each theme, thus having 5
paragraphs instead of 3. Either approach works.
- You've got 5 things and 3 sectors, that equals 15 marks. If you give an example of each and a strong intro and conclusion, that's
full marks.
- See LO 4.1 p. 203 - there's a cute table with this information on.

NEW QUESTION # 32 
Describe regulation that govern the Public Sectors and explain how this may impact upon procurement activities (25 marks).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution inExplanation partbelow.
Explanation:
How to approach this question
- You do need to know some legislation for public sector here. This may be difficult if you don't work in the Public Sector. If you're
struggling with this, you could also talk about general legislation that governs all types of organisations such as the Equalities Act and
Modern Slavery Act.
- This is also a tough question if you're not British. CIPS is a UK based organisation and the syllabus therefore only talks about
British legislation. If you're in a different country you could talk about the legislation in your own country, providing the question
doesn't specifically mention UK Law.
- Either way I would recommend knowing a couple of pieces of British Legislation. You don't need to be an expert but just state
what they are and what the purpose is should be enough to get you a pass.
Example essay
The public sector, which encompasses various governmental and state-owned enterprises, plays a pivotal role in the governance and
provision of essential services. This sector operates under a strict framework of regulations and policies, ensuring that its operations
are fair, transparent, and accountable. Among the most critical aspects of these operations is procurement, the process through
which the public sector acquires goods, services, and works. This essay will explain key regulations governing the public sector,
focusing on the Public Contracts Regulations (PCR) 2015, Late Payment Regulations 2016, Equalities Act2010, and Public
Services (Social Value) Act 2012, and explores how these regulations impact procurement activities.
The Public Contracts Regulations (PCR) 2015
The PCR 2015 plays a foundational role in public sector procurement in the UK. It sets out the procedures for procuring contracts,
aiming to ensure fairness and transparency in the process. The regulations mandate that all procurement processes must be
conducted in a manner that prevents discrimination and allows equal access to potential contractors, regardless of their size or
location. For example, the open tendering process under PCR



2015 has enabled a more diverse range of companies, including small and medium-sized enterprises, to participate in government
contracts, enhancing competition and innovation. The four 'pillars' of the PCR are derived from EU Procurement Directives and are:
non-discrimination, free movement of goods, equality of treatment and transparency.
Late Payment Regulations 2013
The Late Payment Regulations 2013 address a critical aspect of procurement: the timely payment for goods and services. This
regulation ensures that public sector organizations pay their suppliers within a stipulated time frame, significantly impacting the
financial stability of these suppliers. For instance, the regulation has been particularly beneficial for small businesses that rely on
prompt payments to maintain cash flow. The introduction of these regulations has improved the trust between public sector entities
and their suppliers, leading to more efficient procurement processes.
Equalities Act 2010
The Equalities Act 2010 is another crucial piece of legislation impacting public sector procurement. This Act prohibits discrimination
in the workplace and in the provision of services, extending its influence to the procurement process. Public sector entities must
ensure that their procurement decisions do not discriminate against any group and that they promote equality. For instance, when a
public sector organization issues a tender, it must ensure that the selection criteria do not unfairly disadvantage any potential supplier
based on irrelevant characteristics. This approach not only fosters a more inclusive procurement environment but also helps to tap
into a wider talent and supplier pool, enhancing the quality and effectiveness of public services.
Public Services (Social Value) Act 2012
The Public Services (Social Value) Act 2012 marks a significant shift in how procurement is approached in the public sector. This
Act requires public sector organizations to consider how the services they procure can improve the economic, social, and
environmental well-being of their area. This means that when a public sector entity procures goods or services, it must consider
factors beyond just the price and quality. For example, a local government might prioritize suppliers who can demonstrate a
commitment to environmental sustainability or who offer employment opportunities to local residents. This approach to procurement
encourages a more holistic view of value for money, factoring in the wider impact of procurement decisions on society.
Public Accountability and Freedom of Information Requests
In addition to these specific regulations, the concept of public accountability and the mechanism of Freedom of Information requests
play a crucial role in the public sector, especially in procurement activities. Public accountability ensures that entities are answerable
to the public and their actions are transparent. Freedom of Information requests enable individuals and organizations to access
information held by public authorities, which includes details of procurement decisions and contracts. This transparency is critical in
ensuring that procurement activities are conducted ethically and responsibly, deterring corruption and mismanagement.
In conclusion, the regulation of the public sector, particularly in the realm of procurement, are complex.
Regulations such as the PCR 2015, Late Payment Regulations 2016, Equalities Act 2010, and the Public Services (Social Value)
Act 2012, along with the principles of public accountability and transparency, ensure that procurement activities are conducted in a
fair, transparent, and socially responsible manner. These regulations not only safeguard the interests of suppliers, especially smaller
businesses, but also ensure that the public sector remains a model of integrity and efficiency and that taxpayers' money is well spent.
Tutor Notes
- Okay this is important: The PCR 2015 regulations are being rescinded in 2024. They're based on EU Law and the UK has left the
EU. I know we left a while ago now but it's taken us a long time to address the issue and figure out what we want to do about it.
There was also a pandemic that got in the way of people making any decisions in parliament that weren't to do with Covid. The PCR
2015 will be replaced in late 2024 with new 'British' rather than European rules.
- At the time of writing this (December 2023) we don't 100% know what the new rules are going to look like and if you're taking
this exam from November 2024 onwards, I recommend doing a bit of research into the new regulations.
- Now the complicated bit- the CIPS syllabus is valid from 2024-2028 and doesn't address that legislation is changing. I therefore
don't really know what they're going to expect when students are taking this exam and the study guide information is out of date. If
you're not working in the Public Sector, how are you to know the legislation has changed?
- My advice is this- briefly learn PCR 2015- the four pillars in particular, and when the new legislation comes out, have a quick
google and see if these pillars are still the same. The regs aren't going to change THAT much - things like transparency and equal
treatment are still going to be really important, but there may be some slight language changes. Plus, if you're able to mention in an
essay that there's new legislation, it's going to make you sound super clever.
- LO 4.2 p.211

NEW QUESTION # 33 
Industry Sectors can be classified as Primary, Secondary and Tertiary. What is meant by an 'industry sector'?
Describe the main characteristics of and types of business you will find in these. (25 marks)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution in Explanation part below.
Explanation:
How to approach this question



- The first question can be a simple introduction with a bit of extra detail. The main 'meat' to your essay is going to be explaining the
three sectors, their characteristics and example businesses.
- Aim for three well explained characteristics as a minimum
Example essay
An industry sector refers to a broad category or grouping of businesses and economic activities that share similar characteristics and
functions in the production and distribution of goods and services. These sectors are often classified into three main categories:
Primary, Secondary, and Tertiary. Here are the main characteristics and types of businesses you will find in each of these industry
sectors:
1.Primary Sector:
*Characteristics: The primary sector involves activities related to the extraction and production of raw materials and natural
resources directly from the environment. This sector relies on nature and weather patterns: businesses in the primary sector are highly
dependent on natural factors such as climate, weather, soil quality, and geographic location. These factors can significantly impact the
productivity and profitability of primary sector activities. Extreme weather such as floods can severely impact this sector. Moreover
there is a seasonality to this sector and many activities in the primary sector require a significant amount of manual labour, particularly
in agriculture, fishing, and forestry. However, modern technology has also been integrated into some primary sector activities to
increase efficiency.
*Types of Businesses: a. Agriculture: This includes farming, crop cultivation, livestock raising, and forestry.
b. Mining and Extraction. c. Fishing and Aquaculture: Forestry and Logging: Includes the harvesting of timber and related activities.
2.Secondary Sector:
*Characteristic: The secondary sector focuses on the transformation of raw materials and intermediate goods into finished products.
The main characteristic of the sector is that it requires high levels of machinery and industrial techniques. There is a reliance on
technology. Secondly, the secondary sector adds significant value to the products compared to their raw material form. This value
addition is achieved through processing, assembly, and quality control processes. The third main characteristic is standardisation:
Manufacturing processes often involve standardization of components and processes to ensure consistency and quality in the final
products. Standardization helps in economies of scale.
*Types of Businesses: a. Manufacturing: This sector includes factories and plants that produce tangible goods such as automobiles,
electronics, textiles, and machinery. b. Construction: Involves the building and construction of structures like buildings, bridges, and
infrastructure. c. Utilities: Companies providing essential services like electricity, gas, and water supply fall into this category.
3.Tertiary Sector:
*Characteristic: The tertiary sector is also known as the service sector and involves businesses that offer various services to
consumers and other businesses. The main defining characteristic of this sector is Intangibility: Services are intangible and cannot be
touched or held. They are often experienced directly by consumers through interactions with service providers or through the use of
technology. Secondly, High Human Involvement: The tertiary sector relies heavily on a skilled and often highly educated workforce
to deliver services effectively. This can include professionals such as doctors, lawyers, teachers, and customer service
representatives. Lastly, Customization: Many services are customized to meet the specific needs and preferences of individual clients
or customers. This personalization is a key characteristic of the tertiary sector. For example Legal Advice will always be different
depending on the specific needs of the client.
*Types of Businesses: a. Retail and Wholesale: Businesses engaged in the sale of goods to consumers or to other businesses. b.
Healthcare and Education: This includes hospitals, clinics, schools, colleges, and universities. c. Financial Services: Banks, insurance
companies, and investment firms are part of this sector. d.
Hospitality and Tourism: Hotels, restaurants, travel agencies, and entertainment venues fall into this category.
e. Professional Services: Legal, accounting, consulting, and IT services are part of the tertiary sector.
These industry sectors represent the different stages of economic activity, with the primary sector providing raw materials, the
secondary sector processing and manufacturinggoods, and the tertiary sector offering services and distribution. Together, these
sectors form the backbone of an economy, contributing to its growth and development Tutor Notes
- I've gone overboard on naming the types of organisation in the different sectors. You don't have to remember all of these. 3
examples is sufficient to get good marks. I've just named them all so you can see what could be considered a right answer.
- Some people are talking about Quaternary and Quinary Sectors. CIPS is not one of those people, so don't worry if you come
across those terms in any further reading. But FYI
1.
*Quaternary Sector: This sector involves knowledge-based activities, including research and development, information technology,
and data analysis.
*Quinary Sector: The quinary sector comprises high-level decision-making and leadership roles in areas such as government,
academia, healthcare, and top-level corporate management.
- LO 4.1 p.196

NEW QUESTION # 34 
Describe 3 stages of the sourcing cycle that occur in the post-contract award stage (25 marks)



Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution in Explanation part below.
Explanation:
How to approach the question
Your answer should provide details on 3 of the following:
- Contract Award and Implementation
- Warehouse Logistics
- Contract performance and Improvement
- Supplier Relationship Management
- Asset Management
Because the question is only asking for 3 stages, you're going to have to go much more into detail for each stage, giving lots of
information about why each stage is important and examples. You could consider thinking of an example procurement you have
done recently and explaining the stages for that. Or you could take a hypothetical procurement too. Either will get you the same
marks. Pick the three that you can write the most about.
Essay Plan
Introduction - explain that sourcing of goods and the role of Procurement doesn't end once a contract is signed. There is ongoing
management and processes which must be carried out to ensure success.
Paragraph 1 - Contract Performance and Improvement
This is about ensuring contract obligations are fulfilled. Contract administration includes P2P procedures, database management,
budgeting / costs monitoring, reporting and dispute resolution
Procurement's role may be in managing contract performance through the use of SLAs and / or KPIs. This can be done via
reporting, using a Supplier Scorecard and meeting regularly to discuss.
It's important KPIs are measured and that there are consequences for failing to meet them. An example of consequences could be
using a Performance Improvement Plan.
Contract Management also includes updating the contract where required - e.g. issuing variations to contract and updating the
change control log
Another important aspect of this is ensuring the costs remain within scope of the budget
Contract performance can be compared if you have several suppliers delivering the same goods- could use a Factor Rating Method.
Performance could be measured against several criteria such as on time deliveries, response time of supplier, number of complaints.
Paragraph 2 - Supplier Relationship Management
There is a difference between managing the contract and managing the supplier relationship. It's possible to have excellent contract
performance and a terrible relationship. However, the two are generally linked- where there is a good relationship, the contract often
performs well.
The supplier management approach depends on where the relationship falls on the relationship spectrum (e.
g. transactional or collaborative)
This involves; maintaining regular contact with the supplier, motivating the supplier, working collaboratively with them (e.g. on
performance issues or resolving any disputes)
Incentivising the supplier leads to collaboration and mutual support
To assess or rank suppliers you could use a vendor rating method or supplier evaluation forms
Supplier relationship management may involve investing in the supplier- e.g. through training or technology sharing Paragraph 3 -
Asset Management
Includes creating a post contract 'lessons-learned'
Assessments should be carried out to determine if business requirements have changed, whether the agreement is still required and fit
for purpose, what can be learnt from the process and how improvements can be incorporated next time.
This is the final stage of the Procurement Cycle and takes us back to the start of cycle, which begins again when the item needs to be
reprocured
Whole life costing should be considered at this stage: this is the total cost of ownership over the life of an asset. The concept is also
known as life-cycle cost (LCC) or lifetime cost, and is commonly referred to as
"cradle to grave" or "womb to tomb" costs.
Generally used on large purchases such as machinery and vehicles. Full Asset Management may not necessary for direct cost items
such as raw materials incorporated into final goods.
Considerations may include; costs of running the asset, how long it will perform, insurance, maintenance, opportunity costs, disposing
of the asset.
Also consider environmental and social impacts of the procurement.
Conclusion - it is important that procurement are involved at every stage of the cycle, not just in the pre- award stages. Procurement
can add value at every stage.
Tutor Notes
- Depending on the examples you choose to use, you could talk about how the type of item procured could impact on the different
stages. For example, high risk purchases may require more contract management than low risk purchases, and capital expenditure



items such as new machinery may require more attention to the Asset Management stage.
- You could also think about how procurement adds value at each of the stages.
- Study guide p. 79

NEW QUESTION # 35
......

Highlight a person's learning effect is not enough, because it is difficult to grasp the difficulty of testing, a person cannot be effective
information feedback, in order to solve this problem, our L4M1 real exam materials provide a powerful platform for users, allow
users to exchange of experience. Here, the all users of our L4M1 learning reference files can through own id to login to the platform,
realize the exchange and sharing with other users, even on the platform and more users to become good friends, encourage each
other, to deal with the difficulties encountered in the process of preparation each other. Our L4M1 learning reference files not only
provide a single learning environment for users, but also create a learning atmosphere like home, where you can learn and
communicate easily.
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