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M #230

A critical vulnerability (CVE-2023-XXXX) has been disclosed, impacting a widely used software across your organization. Your
team needs to rapidly assess the exposure, identify compromised assets, and deploy mitigation strategies using Cortex XSIAM.
‘Which combination of XSIAM's features and processes would be most effective for this proactive threat management scenario?

e A Leveraging XSIAM's Asset Management to identify all instances of the vulnerable software, followed by a targeted Live
Query to check for specific Indicators of Compromise (IOCs) related to the CVE, and then initiating an automated
remediation playbook.

¢ B. Exclusively using the 'Alerts' dashboard to wait for an exploit attempt, then manually triaging each alert.

¢ C. Manually patching each system identified by an external vulnerability scanner, without integrating the scanner's findings into
XSIAM.

¢ D. Blocking all network traffic to and from affected systens globally, leading to significant business disruption without precise
targeting,

¢ E. Creating a custom YARA rule in XSIAM to detect the CVE, but not performing any proactive asset identification or
response.

Ef: A

fEEL:

Cortex XSIAM's Asset Management provides visibility into software mstallations, allowing for quick identification of vulnerable
systers. Live Query enables real-time forensic analysis and IOC checks across endpoints. Automated remediation playbooks
facilitate rapid and consistent response actions, making option B the most comprehensive and effective approach for proactive threat
management.

R #231

A sophisticated zero-day attack has compromised several critical servers. The incident response teamis using Cortex XSOAR's
War Room Due to the novelty of the attack, existing automated playbooks are insufficient for complete remediation. The team
needs to collaboratively develop and test new detection and response logic, share custom scripts, and validate their effectiveness in a
live, yet controlled, environment within the War Room. How does the War Room facilitate this agile, iterative development and
testing process during a live incident?

e A. Analysts can share Python scripts directly as War Room entries using the '/run_script’ command. The War Rooms
' Automation' tab allows for immediate testing of these scripts against live incident context. New detection rules can be drafted
as notes and then manually configured in external security tools.

¢ B. The War Room integrates with a 'Sandbox Environment' where new logic and scripts can be developed and tested in
isolation. Once validated, they are automatically deployed to the production XSOAR instance and reflected in the War
Room

e C. The War Room supports the execution of ad-hoc Python scripts or commands via the command line, allowing for
immediate testing against incident data. New indicators of compromise (IOCs) can be shared and automatically enriched using
commands like Venrich ioc' . Collaborative drafting of new playbook logic can happen through shared notes, which can then
be exported as partial playbook snippets.

e D. The War Room s primarily a communication log; all development must happen externally in a separate IDE. Custom
scripts are then manually imported into XSOAR as content packs, requiring a full platform restart for each iteration.

e E. The War Rooni's primary fimction is data visualization. To develop and test new logic, the team must export all incident
data, perform analysis offline, and then manually re-import any new findings or scripts as 'Evidence' entries.

Ef: C
L

Option C accurately highlights how the War Room supports agile development and testing during a live incident. The ability to
execute ad-hoc Python scripts or commands directly from the War Room command line is incredibly powerful for immediate testing
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of new logic against live incident data without needing to create or modify a full playbook. The War Room facilitates the sharing and
enrichment of new IOCs on the fly using commands. While not a full IDE, the collaborative nature of the War Room (through notes
and shared entries) allows tears to collaboratively draft and refine concepts for new detection and response logic, which can then
be more formally integrated into playbooks later. This iterative, 'on-the-fly' capability is a hallmark of XSOAR's War Room in
complex, novel incident scenarios.

HH #232

A major cloud service provider announces a critical zero-day vulnerability in their identity access management (IAM) solution. As a
Palo Alto Networks Security Operations Professional managing Cortex XSIAM, you need to implement a proactive playbook that
automatically checks your cloud environment for specific misconfigurations related to this vulnerability and remediates them if found.
This requires querying cloud provider APIs, parsing complex JSON responses, and issuing remediation commands. Which of the
following approaches best demonstrates the advanced use of Cortex XSIAM Playbooks, including scripting and conditional logic, to
handle such a scenario?

¢ A. Aplaybook that triggers an automated penetration test against the [AM solution, which might take hours or days to
complete, and then remediates based on the penetration test findings.

¢ B. A simple playbook that sends a Slack message to the cloud security team, notifying them of the vulnerability, and relies on
manual remediation.

¢ C. The playbook should only be used to collect forensic data from affected cloud instances and store it in an S3 bucket for
post-incident analysis.

¢ D. A playbook utilizing a pre-built 'Cloud Misconfiguration Scan' integration, assuming it specifically covers this zero-day,
which then triggers a 'Remediate Cloud Resource' action without any conditional checks.

¢ E. A playbook with a custom Python script task that makes authenticated API calls to the cloud provider (e.g., AWS IAM
API), parses the JSON response for specific configuration values, uses conditional logic to identify vulnerable configurations,
and then executes another custom script task to call the remediation API, all within the playbook flow.

Ef#: E

fEERL:

Option C is the most robust and advanced solution. For a zero-day in a cloud IAM, pre-built ntegrations might not exist or be
updated immediately. A custom Python script within a playbook task allows for granular control: making direct API calls, parsing
complex JSON responses, implementing precise conditional logic to identify the exact vulnerability, and then programmatically calling
remediation APIs. This ensures immediate, targeted, and automated remediation for a novel threat. Option A is too reactive and
manual. Option B is limited by pre-built integration coverage and lacks conditional checks. Option D is an investigation step, not a
proactive remediation. Option E is too slow for a zero- day.

B R #233

A sophisticated APT group is targeting your organization. They employ fileless malware techniques and legitimate administrative
tools to move laterally, making traditional signature-based detection challenging. You're tasked with configuring Cortex XSIAM to
detect this threat. Which combination of XSIAM features, data sources, and rule types would provide the most robust detection and
correlation, and how does the XSIAM correlation engine elevate these detections?

¢ A. Deploy Network Intrusion Detection Systers (NIDS) with signature-based IOCs for command-and-control (C2) traffic;
the correlation engine only deduplicates alerts from the same source.

¢ B. Integrate network flow data and endpoint process activity, utilizing BIOC rules to detect suspicious sequences like 'Living
Off The Land' (LOTL) tool usage followed by unusual outbound network connections. The correlation engine builds a
causality chain from disparate events across multiple data sources, enriching context and reducing false positives.

e C. Utilize threat mtelligence feeds to create IOC rules for blacklisted domains; the correlation engine's main fimction is to
prioritize alerts based on severity scores.

e D. Focus on cloud audit logs with predefined IOC rules for known malicious cloud service accounts; the correlation engine is
primarily used for generating compliance reports.

e E. Leverage EDR data for process injection and PowerShell script execution analysis via IOC rules for specific process
names; the correlation engine only aggregates alerts from different sources.

EM: B
bt

For fileless malware and LOTL techniques, traditional IOCs are insufficient. Cortex XSIAM's strength lies in its ability to ingest and
correlate diverse data sources (endpoint, network, cloud, identity) to build a holistic view of an incident. BIOC:s are essential here as



they define behavioral patterns indicative of advanced threats, such as the use of legitimate tools in an illegitimate sequence. The
XSIAM correlation engine is critical because it goes beyond simple aggregation; it links seemingly disparate events across different
data sources and timeframes, constructing a unified incident graph (causality chain). This capability significantly reduces alert fatigue
and provides rich context, making it easier to identify complex, multi-stage attacks that might otherwise be missed. This is a core
concept for Palo Alto Networks Security Operations Professional'.

H M #234

A SOC is evaluating a new Security Information and Event Management (SIEM) solution, Palo Alto Networks Cortex XSIAM, for
its ability to enhance threat detection and incident response workflows. A key requirement is the automated correlation of diverse
security events, including endpoint telemetry, network flow data, and cloud logs, to identify advanced persistent threats (APTs).
Which core XSIAM capability directly supports this requirement, and what role within the SOC would be most impacted by its
effective deployment?

A. Orchestration & Automation (SOAR); SOC Manager

B. Machine Learning & Behavioral Analytics; Security Analyst Tier 2/3
C. Attack Surface Management; Vulnerability Management Specialist
D. Unified Data Lake; Security Analyst Tier 1

E. Threat Intelligence Management; Threat Hunter

Ef#: B

A -

Palo Alto Networks Cortex XSIAM leverages Machine Learning and Behavioral Analytics to correlate diverse data sources and
identify subtle, multi-stage attacks characteristic of APTs, which goes beyond simple rule-based alerting. This advanced correlation
capability directly benefits Security Analysts at Tier 2 and Tier 3, who are responsible for deeper mnvestigations and understanding
complex attack chains, allowing them to focus on true positives and high-fidelity alerts rather than noise. While other options are
XSIAM capabilities or SOC roles, 'Machine [earning & Behavioral Analytics' is specifically designed for advanced correlation, and
'Security Analyst Tier 2/3" are the primary beneficiaries of its effectiveness in identifying complex threats.

B #235
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