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ASET Ethics Examination-ASET Professional Practice Exam (PPE) Sample
Questions (Q38-Q43):
NEW QUESTION # 38 
Every province and territory in Canada has an Act that regulates engineering. Which of the following clauses will typically be found in
every province's Act?

A. To protect the environment
B. To create compensation levels
C. To protect the public
D. To create equipment guidelines

Answer: C

Explanation:
The primary mandate of any professional regulatory organization (PRO) in Canada, such as ASET (Association of Science and
Engineering Technology Professionals of Alberta) or APEGA, is the protection of the public. This principle is enshrined in the
provincial Acts, such as the Engineering and Geoscience Professions Act (EGPA) in Alberta. The legislation grants self-regulatory
powers to these professional bodies not to protect the financial interests, compensation levels, or job security of the members, but
exclusively to ensure that the public is protected from incompetent or unethical practice.
By regulating who can enter the profession, maintaining strict standards of educational and experiential practice, enforcing a Code of
Ethics, and administering a disciplinary process for those who fail to meet these standards, the Act ensures that engineering
technologists and professionals hold public safety and welfare paramount. Therefore, clauses explicitly stating the mandate to protect
the public and ensure public welfare are foundational and universally present in all provincial and territorial acts regulating engineering
and applied science technology across Canada.

NEW QUESTION # 39 
Which of the following describes the professional duty to manage risk in relation to public safety?

A. Implementing quality control procedures
B. Recognizing, eliminating, and reducing hazards
C. Adhering to guidelines for sustainable development
D. Communicating truthfully with clients and employers

Answer: B

Explanation:
Risk management is a core competency and a fundamental ethical obligation for engineering technologists. In the context of
protecting public safety, managing risk is practically defined by the systematic application of the "Hierarchy of Controls." This
process starts with formally recognizing and identifying potential hazards in a design, process, or work site. Once identified, the
primary and most effective professional duty is to attempt to completely eliminate the hazard from the design (e.g., replacing a toxic
chemical with a benign one, or removing the need to work at heights). If elimination is impossible due to the nature of the project, the
professional must then focus on systematically reducing the hazard to an acceptable, safe level through engineering controls (like
physical barriers, ventilation systems, or automated fail-safes) and administrative controls. While implementing quality control,
adhering to sustainability guidelines, and communicating truthfully are all excellent professional practices, they do not directly define
the active, physical risk management process of recognizing, eliminating, and reducing hazards to prevent immediate harm to life and
limb.

NEW QUESTION # 40 
Which of the following statements describes Mill's theory of utilitarianism?

A. An action is ethically correct if it produces the greatest benefit for the greatest number of people.
B. An act is good if it is in accordance with reason.
C. Each person has a duty to follow those courses of action that would be acceptable universal principles for everyone to
follow.
D. All individuals are free and equal, and each has a right to life, health, liberty, possessions, and the products of his or her
labour.



Answer: A

Explanation:
Utilitarianism, primarily developed by philosophers like Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill, is a consequentialist ethical theory.
This means the morality of an action is judged solely by its outcomes or consequences, rather than by inherent rules or duties. The
core doctrine of Mill's Utilitarianism is often summarized as "the greatest good for the greatest number." An action is considered
ethically correct and justified if it maximizes overall happiness, utility, or benefit, and minimizes harm, suffering, or cost for the
majority of stakeholders involved. In engineering and technology, utilitarianism is frequently applied through cost-benefit analyses,
risk assessments, and environmental impact studies, where professionals must weigh the potential benefits of a project (e.g.,
economic growth, improved infrastructure) against its potential harms (e.g., environmental degradation, community displacement) to
determine the most ethically sound course of action that optimizes overall societal welfare.

NEW QUESTION # 41 
A regulated member of ASET has just started a new job and is assigned to a project team with experienced professionals and an old
friend. As the project progresses, the member notices that the friend's drinking and partying is starting to affect the project to the
extent that the work environment may be becoming unsafe. The member talks to the friend to explain these concerns, but the friend
shrugs it off and says not to worry as it is under control. Which of the following actions should the member take?

A. Report the problem to management as public safety should come first.
B. Believe the friend that everything is fine.
C. Work harder to make sure that there will be no safety issues.
D. Talk to all the co-workers to try to find a solution to help the friend.

Answer: A

Explanation:
The ASET Code of Ethics places the safety, health, and welfare of the public and the workplace as the absolute paramount
responsibility of a regulated member. This duty overrides all personal relationships, friendships, and loyalties to colleagues. In this
scenario, the member correctly took the initial step of addressing the issue directly with the friend to seek a resolution. However,
because the friend dismissed the concerns and the unsafe behavior persists, the member can no longer rely on informal intervention.
An impaired or negligent worker in a technical or industrial setting poses a severe, immediate risk to themselves, their colleagues, and
potentially the public. Covering for the friend or trying to manage the hazard privately violates the ethical obligation to report
hazardous or unethical practices. The only professionally and ethically acceptable action is to escalate the issue by reporting the
problem to management. Management has the authority, resources, and legal obligation to address workplace safety and employee
impairment, thereby protecting the integrity of the project and the safety of all personnel.

NEW QUESTION # 42 
According to the Occupational Health and Safety Act, who is authorized to require the production of, or examine and make copies
of, medical reports or records?

A. An officer designated under the Act
B. A Director of Medical Services
C. A and B above
D. A person authorized in writing by the Director of Medical Services

Answer: C

Explanation:
Under provincial Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) legislation, medical records are treated with the highest degree of
confidentiality due to strict privacy laws. During an OHS investigation-even one involving a severe workplace accident or
occupational disease-standard OHS enforcement officers (Option C) do not possess the blanket authority to demand, examine, or
copy a worker's private medical records. Because interpreting medical data requires specialized clinical knowledge and handling it
requires medical privacy protocols, the OHS Act specifically restricts this power. Only the Director of Medical Services (a
specialized medical physician appointed by the government under the Act) possesses the statutory authority to mandate the
production of such sensitive records.
Furthermore, the Director may delegate this authority, but only to a specific person authorized explicitly in writing by the Director
(usually another medical professional). Therefore, both A and B have this highly restricted legal authority.
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