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Palo Alto Networks XSIAM-Engineer Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Planning and Installation: This section of the exam measures skills of XSIAM Engineers and covers the
planning, evaluation, and installation of Palo Alto Networks Cortex XSIAM components. It focuses on
assessing existing IT infrastructure, defining deployment requirements for hardware, software, and
integrations, and establishing communication needs for XSIAM architecture. Candidates must also
configure agents, Broker VMs, and engines, along with managing user roles, permissions, and access
controls.

Topic 2

Maintenance and Troubleshooting: This section of the exam measures skills of Security Operations
Engineers and covers post-deployment maintenance and troubleshooting of XSIAM components. It
includes managing exception configurations, updating software components such as XDR agents and
Broker VMs, and diagnosing data ingestion, normalization, and parsing issues. Candidates must also
troubleshoot integrations, automation playbooks, and system performance to ensure operational reliability.
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Topic 3

Integration and Automation: This section of the exam measures skills of SIEM Engineers and focuses on
data onboarding and automation setup in XSIAM. It covers integrating diverse data sources such as
endpoint, network, cloud, and identity, configuring automation feeds like messaging, authentication, and
threat intelligence, and implementing Marketplace content packs. It also evaluates the ability to plan,
create, customize, and debug playbooks for efficient workflow automation.

Topic 4

Content Optimization: This section of the exam measures skills of Detection Engineers and focuses on
refining XSIAM content and detection logic. It includes deploying parsing and data modeling rules for
normalization, managing detection rules based on correlation, IOCs, BIOCs, and attack surface
management, and optimizing incident and alert layouts. Candidates must also demonstrate proficiency in
creating custom dashboards and reporting templates to support operational visibility.
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TestInsides is famous for its high-quality in this field especially for Palo Alto Networks XSIAM-Engineer certification exams. It has
been accepted by thousands of candidates who practice our XSIAM-Engineer study materials for their exam. In this major
environment, people are facing more job pressure. So they want to get a Palo Alto Networks XSIAM Engineer XSIAM-Engineer
Certification rise above the common herd.

Palo Alto Networks XSIAM Engineer Sample Questions (Q201-Q206):
NEW QUESTION # 201 
A new CISO mandates that all security incidents exceeding a 'High' severity in XSIAM must automatically generate a Jira ticket and
send a Microsoft Teams notification to a specific channel, without manual intervention. The existing 'Jira Integration' and 'Microsoft
Teams' content packs are already installed. What steps would you take to implement and maintain this automation, specifically
focusing on content pack utilization and best practices for future updates?

A. Develop a new custom content pack named 'Incident Escalation Automation'. This pack would contain a playbook
triggered by 'Incident Update' (specifically when severity changes to High or above), utilizing existing commands from the Jira
and Teams integrations. This new content pack would be managed independently.
B. Create a new XSIAM playbook triggered by 'Incident Creation' where severity is 'High'. Within this playbook, use the
'Jira Create Issue' and 'Microsoft Teams Send Message' commands. Export this playbook as a standalone YAML file for
backup.
C. Configure an XSIAM Alert Rule to directly trigger a webhook to a custom cloud function, which then handles the Jira
ticket creation and Teams notification. This bypasses the need for XSOAR playbooks.
D. Modify the existing 'Jira Integration' and 'Microsoft Teams' content packs by adding new playbook YAMLs directly into
their respective pack directories, then redeploying them. This ensures the automation is part of the official content packs.
E. Create a custom XSOAR script that monitors XSIAM incidents via API, and when a high severity incident is detected, it
programmatically creates a Jira ticket and sends a Teams message. This script is then scheduled to run periodically on a
separate server.

Answer: A

Explanation:
Option C represents the best practice for implementing and maintaining such automation within the XSIAM ecosystem. Creating a
new, dedicated content pack for 'Incident Escalation Automation' ensures that your custom logic is modular, isolated, and doesn't
interfere with the integrity or update path of the vendor-provided Jira and Teams content packs. It also allows for independent
versioning and management of this specific automation. Option A is a good starting point but doesn't encapsulate it into a
manageable content pack. Option B is a poor practice as it modifies vendor-provided content packs, making updates problematic.
Option D bypasses XSIAM's native automation capabilities. Option E might work but loses the auditing and orchestration benefits
of XSIAM playbooks.
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During the planning phase for a new XSIAM deployment, an organization identifies that a critical internal application generates highly
sensitive proprietary logs in a custom JSON format, which frequently changes due to agile development cycles. XSIAM's standard
data connectors do not fully support this dynamic format out-of-the-box. What is the most robust approach to ensure reliable and
scalable ingestion of these logs into XSIAM?

A. Manual parsing of logs within XSIAM's AQL queries for each incident, relying on regular expression matching.
B. Utilizing a generic syslog forwarder and hoping XSIAM's machine learning capabilities can automatically parse the custom
JSON.
C. Developing a custom log forwarder using a scripting language (e.g., Python) that transforms the JSON into a XSlAM-
compatible CEF or LEEF format before sending it to the XSIAM broker.
D. Modifying the internal application to output logs in a standard format like Syslog RFC 5424, even if it requires significant
development effort.
E. Requesting Palo Alto Networks Professional Services to develop a bespoke data connector for this specific application,
regardless of cost implications.

Answer: C

Explanation:
Given the dynamic nature of the custom JSON format, developing a custom log forwarder provides the most robust and flexible
solution. It allows for programmatic transformation and normalization of the data before ingestion, adapting to schema changes.
Options A and D are inefficient or unreliable. Option C might be an option but less agile for frequent changes, and E involves
modifying the source application which is often outside the security team's control or scope.

NEW QUESTION # 203 
A financial institution is planning to deploy Palo Alto Networks XSIAM to centralize security operations and threat intelligence. A
key requirement is ingesting transaction logs from an on-premise Oracle database and cloud-based MongoDB instances.
Additionally, network flow data from firewalls and endpoint security logs from various operating systems need to be integrated.
What are the primary data source evaluation criteria that the XSIAM deployment team should prioritize to ensure effective threat
detection and compliance reporting?

A. The ability of XSIAM to directly query the Oracle and MongoDB databases without requiring intermediary agents, and the
version compatibility of the firewalls.
B. The current licensing model for the Oracle and MongoDB instances, and the existing SIEM solution's data retention
policies.
C. Security team's familiarity with XSIAM data ingestion mechanisms, and the budget allocated for additional data
connectors.
D. Data volume, velocity, and variety (3Vs) for all specified sources, focusing on raw log formats and potential normalization
requirements.
E. Geographical distribution of data sources, network latency to the XSIAM tenant, and compliance regulations specific to
financial data.

Answer: D,E

Explanation:
For effective threat detection and compliance, evaluating the 3Vs (volume, velocity, variety) of data is crucial for assessing XSIAM's
capacity planning and ingestion strategy. Additionally, geographical distribution and compliance regulations directly impact data
residency, access control, and reporting requirements, which are paramount in a financial institution. While other options are relevant,
they are secondary to the core data source evaluation for security and compliance.

NEW QUESTION # 204 
A new XSIAM marketplace content pack introduces a 'phishing_analysis' incident type with a specific 'Phishing Incident Response'
playbook. After installation, the security team notices that incoming email alerts, even clearly identified as phishing, are still being
classified as generic 'email' incidents and not triggering the new playbook. What is the most likely reason for this, and what action is
required?

A. XSIAM's machine learning model for incident classification needs to be retrained with new phishing email samples.
B. The new content pack is incompatible with the existing email integration and requires a custom script to bridge the gap.
C. The incident 'Classifier' for the email integration is not updated or configured to recognize phishing indicators and assign the
'phishing_analysis' incident type.



D. The 'Phishing Incident Response' playbook is not enabled. It needs to be manually toggled on in the Playbook settings.
E. The incident 'Mapper' for the email integration is not updated to map incoming email fields to the new 'phishing_analysis'
incident type's fields.

Answer: C

Explanation:
For incoming data to be classified as a specific incident type and trigger a corresponding playbook, the 'Classifier' for the data
source (in this case, the email integration) must be configured to identify the characteristics of the new incident type
('phishing_analysis'). The content pack provides the new incident type and playbook, but the existing data ingestion mechanisms
need to be told how to recognize and assign that type. Option A is a possibility but less specific to classification issues. Option B
deals with mapping fields AFTER classification. Options D and E are less likely primary reasons.

NEW QUESTION # 205 
A new XSIAM automation workflow is being planned to periodically synchronize user identity information from an external HR
system (via SCIM API) with XSIAM's identity store to ensure accurate user context for investigations. During the planning, it's
identified that the HR system's SCIM implementation has a rate limit of 100 requests per minute and that XSIAM will be performing
frequent updates. What is a critical design consideration to prevent service degradation and ensure successful synchronization?

A. Disable XSIAM's threat detection rules during the synchronization window.
B. Implement an exponential backoff mechanism and retry logic within the XSIAM playbook's SCIM actions.
C. Configure the XSIAM automation to run once daily, regardless of data volume.
D. Perform the synchronization manually during off-peak hours.
E. Increase the XSIAM data retention period to store more historical identity data.

Answer: B

Explanation:
When integrating with external APIs that have rate limits, implementing an exponential backoff mechanism and retry logic is crucial.
This allows the XSIAM automation to gracefully handle temporary API rate limit exceeded errors by waiting for increasing periods
before retrying, thus preventing service degradation and ensuring successful synchronization without overwhelming the HR system.
Running once daily might lead to stale data. Increasing data retention or disabling detection rules are irrelevant to rate limiting.
Manual synchronization defeats the purpose of automation.

NEW QUESTION # 206
......
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