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FlashArray-Implementation-Specialist 5% 5% [ &8 (Q219-Q224):

H #219
When executing a FlashArray upgrade from the FA-405 to a FA-X Series, into which slot on CT1 must the 2 Port InfiniBand Card

be mstalled?

e AO
e B 1
o C.2

iIFf@g: B

R :

In the FlashArray//XR2 and /XR3 models, the 2-port InfiniBand card should be installed in PCle slot 2 on controller CT1. This slot
is designated for InfiniBand connectivity, ensuring optimal performance and compatibility during the upgrade process. Installing the
card in the correct slot is crucial for maintaining proper system functionality and achieving the desired performance metrics.

B #220

An Implementation Engineer is deploying a FlashArray//XILRS5 with two DirectFlash Shelves. The engineer wants to ensure the
shelves are installed in the preferred PCle slots to achieve optimal performance and support.

Which PCle slots should the Implementation Engineer use for connecting the DFS shelves?

e A. PCle slot 0 for SH9, PCle slot 6 for SH8
e B. PClIe slot 0 for SH8, PCle slot 8 for SHO
e C. PCle slot 2 for SH8, PCle slot 4 for SH9
e D. PCle slot 1 for SH9, PCle slot 7 for SH8

IEf#E: A

AR :

When deploying a high-end Pure Storage FlashArray//XL (which utilizes a massive SU chassis), the PCle slot architecture differs
significantly from the standard 3U //X series. The /XL is designed for extreme backend NVMe-oF (RoCE) bandwidth to support
multiple DirectFlash Shelves (DFS) without creating bottlenecks.

According to the official FlashArray//XL cabling matrix and hardware implementation guides, specific PCle slots are strictly reserved
and optimized for backend expansion. To connect external DirectFlash Shelves, the Implementation Engineer must populate the
100GbE RoCE backend expansion cards into PCle Slot 0 and PCle Slot 6 .

‘When cabling the first two external shelves (typically designated logically as SH8 and SH9 depending on the loop configuration), the
preferred mapping routes the NVMe-oF connections from the shelf modules to Slot 0 for one shelf'and Slot 6 for the other. Utilizing
other slots, such as Slot 1, 7, or 8, is incorrect because those are primarily reserved for frontend host connectivity (like 32G/64G
Fibre Channel or frontend NVMe/TCP host bus adapters). Incorrectly slotting the backend cards will result in hardware check.py



validation failures, sub-optimal NUMA node alignment, and potential backend network instability.

R #221
Which ports are used by default for replication on a FlashArray//XR4?

e A.ETH2 and ETH3
e B. ETHO and ETH1
e C.ETH3 and ETH4

EfE: A

R -

The FlashArray//XR4 maintains the standard port assignment convention established in previous generations for its onboard Ethernet
mterfaces.

ETH2 and ETH3 are the default ports designated for Replication traffic.

ETHO and ETHI are reserved for Management.

ETH2 and ETH3 are configured by Purity defaults to handle the heavy bandwidth of asynchronous or synchronous replication.
While these assignments can be modified in software, the physical ports labeled eth2 and eth3 on the rear of the chassis are the
mtended primary interfaces for this fimction. Implementation Engineers should cable these ports to the replication network switches
during the initial install

HA #222

A customer has submitted a Pure Engagement Request (PER) / Implementation Workbook (IWB) and the stated array name is
"1 2 3 Vl'

What is the issue with this array name?

A. Array name cannot contain hyphens.

B. Array name must be alphanumeric.

C. Array name nmust be 4 characters or more.
D. Array name cannot start with a digit.

IEf#: D

R -

‘When submitting a Pure Engagement Request (PER) or an Implementation Workbook (IWB) for a new Pure Storage FlashArray
deployment, adhering to the strict naming conventions of the Purity//F A operating system is critical to ensure a smooth, error-free
initialization. In this scenario, attempting to name the array "123" will cause the puresetup script to immediately reject the
configuration.

According to the official FlashArray deployment documentation, a valid array name must adhere to specific alphanumeric rules.
While the name can certainly contain numbers and hyphens (e.g., Prod-Array-01), it must always begin with a letter . It cannot begin
with a digit, nor can it consist entirely of numbers. Furthermore, the name must be between 1 and 63 characters in length, and it
cannot end with a hyphen.

Because "123" begins with a numeric digit, it violates the foundational naming schema required by the Purity OS for DNS resolution,
Call Homre telemetry tagging, and ActiveCluster synchronous replication identification. The Implementation Engineer must work with
the customer to revise the array name in the IWB to a compliant format (such as FA-123 or Storage123) before proceeding with
the onsite deployment and running the serial console initialization scripts.

HM #223
On a FlashArray//XR20R2/3 Fibre Channel (FC) array, what is the default type and placement of the PCle FC card?

e A. 2-portinslot 2
e B.2-portinslot 0
e C.4-portmnslot 0

EfE: A
fEEL:



On a FlashArray//X20 (R2 or R3), the default Fibre Channel configuration is a 2-port FC card installed in Slot 2.

The FlashArray//X hardware architecture differentiates slot usage based on the controller model:

Entry Level (X10/X20): These controllers have a limited number of PCle lanes and slots available for user expansion. Slots 0 and 1
are often utilized by internal system components or reserved. Therefore, the primary Host I/O card (FC or iSCSI) is standardly
nstalled in Slot 2. Additionally, due to the entry-level positioning, the 2-port card is the standard default (though 4-port is
supported).

Performance Level (X50/X70/X90): As seen in previous questions, these models prioritize Slot 0 for Host I/O and typically default
to 4-port cards.

The distinction is critical for Implementation Engineers to ensure they are cabling the correct ports. For an X20, cabling Slot 0 (ifa
port is even visible) would be incorrect; the active host ports are in Slot 2.

B #224
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