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American Society of Microbiology ABMM Sample Questions (Q202-Q207):
NEW QUESTION # 202 
A traveler returning from sub-Saharan Africa presents with cyclical fevers, chills, and sweats. A Giemsa- stained peripheral blood
smear reveals multiple ring forms within red blood cells, some applique forms, and occasional banana-shaped gametocytes. No
Schüffner's dots or red blood cell enlargement is observed. Which Plasmodium species is the most likely cause?

A. Plasmodium malariae
B. Plasmodium ovale
C. Plasmodium falciparum
D. Plasmodium vivax

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 203 
A patient develops a vesicular rash on their hands and feet, accompanied by fever and oral ulcers. The MOST likely causative agent
is:

A. Measles virus
B. Varicella-zoster virus
C. Herpes simplex virus
D. Coxsackievirus A

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 204 
Under the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA), participation in an approved external Proficiency Testing (PT)
program serves primarily to:

A. Provide an objective, ongoing assessment of the accuracy and reliability of the laboratory's testing compared to its peers.
B. Fulfill requirements for laboratory accreditation by The Joint Commission only.
C. Validate the performance characteristics (e.g., sensitivity, specificity) of newly implemented test methods.
D. Determine the reference intervals (normal ranges) for quantitative assays performed by the laboratory.

Answer: A

NEW QUESTION # 205 
A clinical microbiology laboratory is using flow cytometry to analyze lymphocyte subsets in a patient with suspected
immunodeficiency. Which of the following cell surface markers is typically used to identify helper T cells?

A. CD4
B. CD19
C. CD8
D. CD56

Answer: A

NEW QUESTION # 206 
A patient with a history of recurrent sinusitis and bronchitis is diagnosed with cystic fibrosis. Sputum cultures repeatedly grow a
Gram-negative rod that is oxidase-positive and produces a blue-green pigment. This organism's chronic colonization of the
respiratory tract in cystic fibrosis patients is primarily due to its ability to:

A. Evade phagocytosis by alveolar macrophages through capsule production.
B. Exhibit rapid intracellular replication within respiratory epithelial cells.
C. Produce potent exotoxins that damage the ciliated epithelium.
D. Form a biofilm that protects it from host defenses and antibiotics.



Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 207
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