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dbt Labs dbt Analytics Engineering Certification Exam Sample Questions
(Q70-Q75):
NEW QUESTION # 70 
A model passes its tests during development, but later fails when deployed on a less powerful production database. Which of the
following might be the reason for this discrepancy?

A. Source data distributions differ significantly between environments.
B. The test was accidentally disabled in the production dbt project.
C. There's a bug in the version of dbt that runs in production.
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D. Performance-related test thresholds are too lenient in development.

Answer: A,D

Explanation:
A and B could lead to tests passing in a forgiving environment but not catching issues in a more resource- constrained one. C would
likely be caught earlier, and D is less likely

NEW QUESTION # 71 
You are working on a complex dbt model with many Common Table Expressions (CTEs) and decide to move some of those CTEs
into their own model to make your code more modular.
Is this a benefit of this approach?
The new model can be documented to explain its purpose and the logic it contains.

A. Yes
B. No

Answer: A

Explanation:
Yes, this is a benefit of breaking large CTE-heavy SQL models into modular dbt models. According to dbt and Analytics
Engineering best practices, modularity improves clarity, maintainability, and documentation quality. When CTEs remain embedded
inside a single large SQL file, their purposes are often unclear, difficult to document, and hard for other developers to reuse. By
extracting a logical CTE into its own model, dbt treats it as a first-class resource-meaning it can have its own description, tests,
documentation, lineage, and metadata defined in YAML.
dbt's documentation system allows each model to include a description explaining what the transformation does, the assumptions
being made, and the expected behavior of the data. This aligns with the Analytics Engineering principle of creating self-documenting
pipelines, where transformations are transparent and easier for downstream users to understand.
Additionally, modular models improve lineage visualization in the DAG. Instead of a single model hiding multiple transformation
layers, a modular structure reveals how data flows through each intermediate step, helping both debugging and governance.
Modularization also enables reusability-other models can reference the intermediate model rather than rebuilding the same logic
through duplicated CTEs, supporting DRY (Don't Repeat Yourself) principles.
Therefore, moving CTEs into separate dbt models absolutely provides a documentation benefit and improves the overall engineering
quality of the project.

NEW QUESTION # 72 
You run this command:
dbt build --select "source_status:fresher+" --state path/to/prod/artifacts Which two need to happen before it can be executed
successfully?
Choose 2 options.

A. Invoke the command: dbt source freshness.
B. Invoke either dbt run or dbt build.
C. Test your sources with dbt test.
D. Add generic tests to your sources.
E. Define a freshness block on your source(s).

Answer: A,E

Explanation:
The selector source_status:fresher+ depends entirely on freshness metadata created by a previous dbt source freshness run. Source
freshness results are stored in artifacts, and the --state flag points dbt to the location where these artifacts were previously generated.
Without first running dbt source freshness, dbt has no stored freshness status and therefore cannot filter sources by "fresher" status.
This makes option A required.
Additionally, source freshness checks only work when sources include a freshness block in their YAML configuration. This block
specifies the loaded_at_field and the warn_after / error_after thresholds. If no freshness block exists, dbt does not compute
freshness at all, meaning such sources cannot appear in the source_status:fresher+ selector. Therefore D is also required.
Options B and E are unrelated to source freshness artifacts and do not contribute to the preconditions for this selector. Option C
does not impact freshness logic, as generic tests have no role in generating freshness metadata.



Thus, the two prerequisites are:
* Running dbt source freshness (to create freshness metadata).
* Defining a freshness configuration on the relevant sources.

NEW QUESTION # 73 
You're tasked with creating a model for audit purposes. The data must be preserved exactly as it was at a specific point in time.
Update frequency is low, and there's no need for additional transformations on the captured dat a. What materialization should you
use?

A. Incremental
B. View
C. Snapshot
D. Table

Answer: C

Explanation:
Snapshots are designed for historical preservation. They capture the state of a source at a moment in time, providing a perfect audit
trail.

NEW QUESTION # 74 
You debug a production issue by running a model in a testing environment with additional logging output. Which dbt features or
command-line additions would facilitate this?

A. Custom dbt flags (using -vars) to control the logging level of the SQL execution.
B. dbt hooks to redirect model-related logs to a centralized logging platform.
C. Environment variables to conditionally enable verbose logging macros inside the model.
D. The -warn-error flag to treat warnings as errors, making your run fail louder on potential issues.

Answer: A,C,D

Explanation:
These provide control during execution:A changes model behavior. B makes execution more sensitive. C alters dbt's log handling.

NEW QUESTION # 75
......
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