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Topic 1

Policy Creation and Application: This section of the exam measures the abilities of Firewall Admmnistrators
and focuses on creating and applying different types of policies essential to secure and manage traffic. The
domain includes security policies incorporating App-1D, User-ID, and Content-1D, as well as NAT,
decryption, application override, and policy-based forwarding policies. It also covers SD-WAN routing
and SLA policies that influence how traffic flows across distributed environments. The section ensures
professionals can design and implement policy structures that support secure, efficient network operations.

Topic 2

Object Configuration Creation and Application: This section of the exam measures the skills of Network
Security Analysts and covers the creation, configuration, and application of objects used across security
environments. It focuses on building and applying various security profiles, decryption profiles, custom
objects, external dynamic lists, and log forwarding profiles. Candidates are expected to understand how
data security, IoT security, DoS protection, and SD-WAN profiles integrate into firewall operations. The
objective of this domain is to ensure analysts can configure the foundational elements required to protect
and optimize network security using Strata Cloud Manager.

Topic 3

Management and Operations: This section of the exam measures the skills of Security Operations
Professionals and covers the use of centralized management tools to maintain and monitor firewall
environments. It focuses on Strata Cloud Manager, folders, snippets, automations, variables, and logging
services. Candidates are also tested on using Command Center, Activity Insights, Policy Optimizer, Log
Viewer, and incident-handling tools to analyze security data and improve the organization overall security
posture. The goal is to validate competence in managing day-to-day firewall operations and responding to
alerts effectively.

Topic 4

Troubleshooting; This section of the exam measures the skills of Technical Support Analysts and covers the
identification and resolution of configuration and operational issues. It includes troubleshooting
misconfigurations, runtime errors, commit and push issues, device health concerns, and resource usage
problens. This domain ensures candidates can analyze failures across management systenms and on-device
functions, enabling them to maintain a stable and reliable security infrastructure.

Palo Alto Networks Network Security Analyst Sample Questions (Q32-Q37):

NEW QUESTION # 32
An administrator is troubleshooting an issue with traffic that matches the intrazone-default rule, which is set to default configuration.
‘What should the administrator do?

Answer: C

A. tune your Traffic Log filter to include the dates
B. review the System Log

C. change the logging action on the rule

D. refresh the Traffic Log

NEW QUESTION # 33
When is an event displayed under threat logs?

Answer: B

Explanation:

A. Every time a session is blocked

B. When traffic matches a corresponding Security Profile
C. When traffic matches any Security policy

D. Every time the firewall drops a connection

https7/docs.paloaltonetworks.comypan-0s/9- 1 /pan-os-admin/monitoring/view-and-manage-logs/log-types-and- severity-
levels/threat- logs#~text=Threat%20logs%20display%s2Oentries%20when,security?s20rule%s200n%
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NEW QUESTION # 34

A Palo Alto Networks firewall is exhibiting high CPU utilization (consistently above 90%) and experiencing packet drops,
particularly for new sessions. Existing sessions appear to be stable. The ' show running resource-monitor' output shows high CPU in
the 'data-plane' process. Which of the following is the MOST LIKELY cause for this behavior?

A. A large number of new connections per second (CPS) exceeding the firewall's capacity.
B. A misconfigured NAT policy causing an infinite loop for specific traffic.

C. Excessive logging to an external syslog server, saturating the management plane.

D. An outdated Antivirus signature database leading to inefficient scanning,

E. The firewall is under a brute-force attack targeting the management interface.

Answer: A

Explanation:

High data plane CPU utilization and packet drops for new sessions, while existing sessions are stable, strongly indicate that the
firewall is struggling to process the rate of new connection establishments. This is often due to a sudden surge in traffic, a
misconfigured application, or a DDoS attack generating a high number of new session requests, exceeding the firewall's connections
per second (CPS) capacity. While other options can cause performance issues, high new session processing is a classic symptom of
CPS overload.

NEW QUESTION # 35

A cloud security architect is integrating a Palo Alto Networks firewall with a custonrdeveloped SRE (Site Reliability Engineering)
platform. The platform needs to dynamically adjust DoS protection profiles based on real-time application performance metrics and
observed attack patterns. Specifically, when the platform detects a significant increase in application latency coupled with a surge in
unknown TCP connections, it should programmatically enable and fine-tune a specific DoS protection profile. Consider the following
Python code snippet using the pan -os -python library:

Which of'the following code additions would correctly complete the 'Missing code for adding TCP Flood thresholds' section within
the DoSProtectionProfile object, ensuring it configures a TCP SYN flood protection with 'activation-rate' from 'threshold rate' and
'action: syn-cookie', and integrates with the overall dynamic deployment logic?
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Answer: E

Explanation:

The

pan-os-python

library provides a structured way to manage PAN-OS configurations. For complex nested configurations like DoS protection
thresholds, the method (or similar methods for setting nested attributes) is the most idiomatic and correct way to apply a dictionary
representing the nested XML structure. Let's analyze the options: Option A: The 'add()' method is typically used for adding sub-
elements that are lists (like adding members to an address group). It's not designed for setting nested attributes of a single profile in
this way. Option B: This is the correct approach. The method (or similar methods like if available, depending on the library version)
is designed to take a dictionary that mirrors the hierarchical structure of the XML for thresholds. The keys use hyphens to match the
XML tags as expected by the library's underlying XML generation. This directly maps the required "packet-based-attack-protection
-> "tep-flood' structure with its attributes. Option C: This implies direct attribute access (e.g., While some objects might expose
direct attribute setters for simple fields, complex nested structures like DoS thresholds are usually handled via methods that take
dictionaries or specialized objects, not direct chainable setters for non-existent intermediate objects like 'tcp flood' on'dos_profile'
directly. Option D: Directly assigning a dictionary to an attribute like is not how the pan-os-python objects are designed to be
modified for complex nested configurations; they typically use setters or dedicated methods that handle the objects are designed to
be modified for complex nested configurations; they typically use setters or dedicated methods that handle the underlying XML
mapping. Option E: This is incorrect. The pan-os-python library is designed to abstract much of the raw XML manipulation, allowing
for object-oriented configuration. While direct XML can always be used via , it's not the primary or most convenient way for
common tasks. Therefore, Option B correctly uses a method Cset _thresholdS) and a dictionary that matches the expected XML
structure for DoS protection profile thresholds, making it the correct and idiomatic pan-os-python solution.



NEW QUESTION # 36

An organization has some applications that are restricted for access by the Human Resources Department only, and other
applications that are available for any known user in the organization.

‘What object is best suited for this configuration?

A. Tag

B. External Dynamic List
C. Application Filter

D. Application Group

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 37
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