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dbt Labs dbt Analytics Engineering Certification Exam Sample Questions
(Q64-Q69):
NEW QUESTION # 64 
You have a dbt model that performs complex aggregations. During development, you notice some models take excessively long to
run, but they ultimately complete without errors. Which of the following might be true?

A. Downstream models will inherit the performance issues.
B. These models likely have issues with joins or CTE structure impacting performance.
C. The models are at risk of failing if the source data grows substantially.
D. This behavior automatically triggers an optimization feature within dbt.

Answer: B,C

Explanation:
A and B are likely true. Models without errors can still signify potential scaling issues and inefficient logic. C is not necessarily true.
Downstream models won't inherit performance issues unless they directly rely on the output of these slow models. D is false. dbt has
optimization features, but they often require manual configuration, not automatic triggering.

NEW QUESTION # 65 
(Multiple Select)

A. Utilize window functions to efficiently compute the difference without self-joins.
B. Pre-calculate frequently used periods (e.g., current month, previous month) and store them as intermediate CTEs.
C. Introduce redundant columns in source tables to store pre-calculated percentage changes.
D. Ensure relevant columns in underlying tables have appropriate indexes.

Answer: A,D

Explanation:
Window functions excel at period-over-period calculations. Indexes are crucial for accelerating queries. Options A and B could help
but introduce potential maintenance and storage tradeoffs.

NEW QUESTION # 66 
You encounter the following source configuration in a dbt_project.yml file. What kind of data source does this represent?

A. An output from another dbt model.
B. A raw table from your data warehouse.
C. An external data source connected via a dbt adapter.
D. A CSV file loaded as a seed.

Answer: B

Explanation:
This configuration indicates a standard data warehouse table with a freshness check and a loaded_at_field.

NEW QUESTION # 67 
Examine how freshness is defined at the database level:
- name: raw
database: raw
freshness: # default freshness
warn_after: {count: 12, period: hour}
error_after: {count: 24, period: hour}
loaded_at_field: _etl_loaded_at



How can one table from the source raw be excluded from source freshness?

A. Add freshness: null to the table configuration.
B. Add loaded_at_field: null to the table configuration.
C. Since freshness is defined at the source level, all tables in the source must adhere to the freshness parameters.
D. Add error_after: null to the table configuration.

Answer: A

Explanation:
In dbt, source freshness can be defined at the source level (affecting all tables) or overridden at the individual table level. When
freshness is declared at the source root, dbt applies the freshness policy to every table within that source unless a specific table opts
out. The official dbt documentation states that setting:
freshness: null
at the table level disables freshness checks for that specific table, even when the source itself defines default freshness rules. This is
the only documented way to exclude an individual table from a source freshness policy.
Option B is incorrect because tables can override and disable freshness even when the parent source defines it. dbt's configuration
hierarchy supports overriding child-level settings on a per-resource basis.
Option C (loaded_at_field: null) does not disable freshness-it simply removes the loaded_at_field, which would cause dbt to error
because a freshness check requires a timestamp field to operate.
Option D (error_after: null) only removes the error threshold but does not disable freshness. The table would still participate in
freshness checks and could trigger warnings.
Thus, the correct and dbt-supported method to exclude a table from freshness is to explicitly set:
freshness: null
making A the correct answer.

NEW QUESTION # 68 
You have just executed dbt run on this model:
select * from {{ source("{{ env_var('input') }}", 'table_name') }}
and received this error:
Compilation Error in model my_model
expected token ':', got '}'
line 14
{{ source({{ env_var('input') }}, 'table_name') }}
How can you debug this?

A. Incorporate a log function into your macro.
B. Check your Jinja and see if you nested your curly brackets.
C. Check your SQL to see if you quoted something incorrectly.
D. Take a look at the compiled code.

Answer: B

Explanation:
This error is caused by invalid Jinja syntax, specifically by nesting {{ }} blocks inside another Jinja expression. The expression:
{{ source("{{ env_var('input') }}", 'table_name') }}
compiles to:
{{ source({{ env_var('input') }}, 'table_name') }}
Here, Jinja sees {{ inside another {{ ... }} block. Jinja does not allow nested print statements like this; instead, functions should be
called directly inside a single pair of curly braces. The parser encounters an unexpected } where it expects part of a valid expression
(hence "expected token ':', got '}'"), which is a classic symptom of mismatched or nested curly braces.
The correct usage is:
select * from {{ source(env_var('input'), 'table_name') }}
In this form, env_var('input') is evaluated first, and its result is passed as the first argument to source() within one Jinja expression.
Option C is therefore the correct debugging approach: inspect your Jinja and look for incorrectly nested curly brackets. Options A
and D are generic and don't address the root cause, while B talks about quoting in SQL, which is not the problem-the error arises
before SQL compilation, at Jinja parse time.

NEW QUESTION # 69
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