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Achieving a good score on the Linux Foundation CNPA exam on the first attempt is a common goal for many candidates. However,
some believe that studying good Certified Cloud Native Platform Engineering Associate (CNPA) materials isn't necessary. This
notion, however, is far from true. The right preparation material for the CNPA Exam is critical for success, and failing to find the
most up-to-date Linux Foundation CNPA materials can lead to a wasted effort and expense.

Linux Foundation Certified Cloud Native Platform Engineering Associate
Sample Questions (Q54-Q59):
NEW QUESTION # 54 
In the context of OpenTelemetry, which of the following is considered one of the supported signals of observability?

A. Databases
B. Networking
C. Traces
D. User Interface

Answer: C

Explanation:
OpenTelemetry is a CNCF project providing standardized APIs and SDKs for collecting observability data.
Among its supported telemetry signals are metrics, logs, and traces. Option C is correct because traces are a core OpenTelemetry
signal type that captures the journey of requests across distributed systems, making them vital for detecting latency, dependencies,
and bottlenecks.
Option A (user interface), Option B (networking), and Option D (databases) represent system components or domains, not
observability signals. While OpenTelemetry can instrument applications in these areas, it expresses data through its standard
telemetry signals.
By supporting consistent collection of logs, metrics, and traces, OpenTelemetry enables observability pipelines to integrate
seamlessly with different backends while avoiding vendor lock-in. Traces specifically provide visibility into distributed microservices,
which is critical in cloud native environments.
References:- CNCF Observability Whitepaper- OpenTelemetry CNCF Project Documentation- Cloud Native Platform Engineering
Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 55 
What is the primary goal of platform engineering?

A. To limit developer access to infrastructure to enhance security and compliance.
B. To focus exclusively on infrastructure automation without considering developer needs
C. To replace all DevOps practices with automated tools and well-defined processes.
D. To create reusable, scalable platforms that improve developer productivity and experience.

Answer: D

Explanation:
The primary goal of platform engineering is to create reusable, scalable platforms that improve both developer productivity and
developer experience. Option D is correct because platform engineering treats the platform as a product, providing self-service
capabilities, abstractions, and golden paths that reduce cognitive load for developers while embedding organizational guardrails.
Option A is too narrow-platform engineering is not limited to infrastructure automation but extends to developer usability,
observability, and governance. Option B is incorrect because limiting access contradicts the principle of empowering developers
through self-service. Option C is misleading; platform engineering complements DevOps practices but does not replace them.
By enabling developers to consume infrastructure and platform services through self-service APIs and portals, platform teams
accelerate delivery cycles while maintaining compliance and security. This approach results in improved efficiency, reduced toil, and
better alignment between business and engineering outcomes.
References:- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- CNCF Platform Engineering Maturity Model- Cloud Native Platform Engineering
Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 56 
A platform team is deciding whether to invest engineering time into automating cluster autoscaling. Which of the following best
justifies making this automation a priority?
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A. Most engineers prefer doing upgrade tasks manually and prefer to review each one.
B. Cluster autoscaling is a repetitive task that increases toil when done manually.
C. Manual upgrade tasks help platform teams stay familiar with system internals.
D. Automation tools are better than manual processes, regardless of context.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Automation in platform engineering is primarily about reducing repetitive manual work, or toil, which consumes engineering capacity
and increases the risk of human error. Option A is correct because cluster autoscaling-adjusting resources to meet workload
demand-is a repetitive, ongoing task that is better handled through automation. Automating this process ensures scalability,
efficiency, and reliability while freeing platform teams to focus on higher-value work.
Option B may provide learning opportunities but is not a sustainable justification. Option C is subjective and inefficient, while Option
D is overly broad-automation should be applied thoughtfully to tasks that bring measurable benefits.
Automating autoscaling aligns with cloud native best practices, ensuring workloads can respond elastically to demand changes while
maintaining cost efficiency. This reduces manual overhead, improves resiliency, and supports the developer experience by ensuring
resource availability.
References:- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- SRE Principles on Eliminating Toil- Cloud Native Platform Engineering Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 57 
Which of the following observability pillars provides detailed information about the path a request takes through different services in
a distributed system?

A. Logs
B. Metrics
C. Events
D. Traces

Answer: D

Explanation:
Traces provide end-to-end visibility into how a request flows through multiple services in a distributed system. Option A is correct
because tracing captures spans (individual service operations) and stitches them together to form a complete picture of request
execution, including latency, bottlenecks, and dependencies.
Option B (logs) provide detailed event records but lack contextual linkage across services. Option C (events) are discrete system
occurrences, not correlated request flows. Option D (metrics) provide aggregated numerical data like latency or throughput but
cannot show request-level detail across distributed systems.
Tracing is especially critical in microservices architectures where a single request may traverse dozens of services. Tools like
OpenTelemetry, Jaeger, and Zipkin are commonly used to implement distributed tracing, which is essential for debugging,
performance optimization, and improving reliability.
References:- CNCF Observability Whitepaper- OpenTelemetry CNCF Project Documentation- Cloud Native Platform Engineering
Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 58 
How can an internal platform team effectively support data scientists in leveraging complex AI/ML tools and infrastructure?

A. Integrate AI/ML steps into standard developer CI/CD systems for maximum reuse
B. Focus the portal on UI-driven execution of predefined AI/ML jobs via abstraction.
C. Implement strict resource quotas and isolation for AI/ML workloads for stability.
D. Offer workflows and easy access to specialized AI/ML tools, data, and compute.

Answer: D

Explanation:
The best way for platform teams to support data scientists is by enabling easy access to specialized AI/ML workflows, tools, and
compute resources. Option C is correct because it empowers data scientists to experiment, train, and deploy models without
worrying about the complexities of infrastructure setup. This aligns with platform engineering's principle of self-service with
guardrails.
Option A (integrating into standard CI/CD) may help, but AI/ML workflows often require specialized tools like MLflow, Kubeflow,



or TensorFlow pipelines. Option B (strict quotas) ensures stability but does not improve usability or productivity. Option D (UI-
driven execution only) restricts flexibility and reduces the ability of data scientists to adapt workflows to evolving needs.
By offering AI/ML-specific workflows as golden paths within an Internal Developer Platform (IDP), platform teams improve
developer experience for data scientists, accelerate innovation, and ensure compliance and governance.
References:- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- CNCF Platform Engineering Maturity Model- Cloud Native Platform Engineering
Study Guide
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