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B #63

A large enterprise SOC is struggling with alert fatigue, with thousands of daily alerts from their SIEM, many of which are false
positives or low-priority. They aim to implement SOAR (Security Orchestration, Automation, and Response) to improve efficiency.
Which of'the following SOAR capabilities, if properly implemented, would directly address this problem, and how would a SOAR
playbook leverage a Palo Alto Networks tool for mitial enrichment?

¢ A. Automated incident response playbook execution and case management; a playbook could trigger an email to the SOC
team for every high-severity alert.

¢ B. Real-time vulnerability scanning and patch management; a playbook could use Prisma Cloud to identify unpatched systens
reported by the SIEM.

e C. Automated compliance reporting and audit trail generation; a playbook could aggregate logs from various sources for
regulatory mandates.

e D. Automated user behavior analytics (UBA) and anomaly detection; a playbook could integrate with Cortex XDR to identify
msider threats.

e E. Automated threat intelligence enrichment and incident correlation; a playbook could query AutoFocus to check the
reputation of suspicious IPs/domains from SIEM alerts.

IFf#: E

A -

Alert fatigue is best addressed by reducing the noise and prioritizing legitimate threats. Automated threat intelligence enrichment and
incident correlation (A) directly help achieve this. By automatically querying platforns like Palo Alto Networks AutoFocus, SOAR
can enrich alerts with context (reputation, malware families, campaigns) and help filter out known benign activities or elevate true
positives, thus reducing the number of alerts requiring manual review. Options B, C, D, and E are valid SOAR capabilities but do
not primarily address alert fatigue. B is an action, not a reduction. C and E are more about vulnerability management and compliance
respectively. D is about detection, not directly about reducing false positives from an existing SIEM.

HR #64

A sophisticated adversary has managed to establish persistence on an internal server within an organization monitored by Cortex
XSIAM, bypassing initial preventative controls. The XSIAM platform has generated an alert for 'Suspicious PowerShell Execution'.
As a Tier 2 SOC analyst, you need to conduct a deeper investigation. Which combination of XSIAM capabilities and data artifacts
would provide the most comprehensive understanding of the persistence mechanism and lateral movement attempts?

A. Use

B. Analyze
C. Focus on
D. Leverage
E. Examine

Ef#: D
RN -

To understand persistence and lateral movement from a 'Suspicious PowerShell Execution' alert, a comprehensive approach is
needed. Option B is superior as it directly targets common persistence mechanisims and lateral movement indicators. XQL is
powerful for searching specific process details like PowerShell commands (including encoded ones) and scheduled task creations (a
common persistence method). Pivoting to UBA for anomalous login patterns from the compromised host is crucial for detecting
lateral movement attempts or unusual user activity originating from the compromised machine. Option A is good but not as
comprehensive as B for persistence. C is too limited. D is a response action, not an investigation step. E is only relevant if the server
is cloud-hosted and doesn't cover on-host persistence.

R #65

A large-scale enterprise is migrating a substantial portion of its on-premises virtual machine (VM) infrastructure to a public cloud
provider (e.g., AWS EC2, Aare VMs). They currently use Cortex XDR for endpoint protection on-premises and wish to extend
this coverage seamlessly to their cloud VMs. The enterprise has a 'cloud-first' security posture and ains for automated, scalable
deployment. Beyond simply installing the agent, what advanced considerations and methods are crucial for optimal Cortex XDR



agent management and deployment in this dynamic cloud environment, particularly regarding lifecycle management and cost
optimization?

e A Develop serverless functions (e.g., AWS Lambda, Azure Functions) triggered by cloud events (e.g,, EC2 instance launch,
VM termination) to install/uninstall Cortex XDR agents programmatically via the XDR API, ensuring agents are only active
when instances are running.

¢ B. Utilize cloud-native orchestration tools (e.g., AWS Systems Manager, Azure Automation) to deploy the Cortex XDR
agent as part of the instance bootstrap process, automatically fetching the latest installer from an S3 bucket or Blob storage.

e C. Leverage Cortex XDR's ' Auto-Delete Dormant Endpoints' feature and configure a short dormancy period to automatically
unregjster agents from ephemeral cloud instances that are frequently terminated, preventing license overconsumption.

¢ D. Bake the Cortex XDR agent into a Golden AMI (AWS) or Custom Image (Azure) used for new VM deployments,
ensuring the agent is pre-installed. Implement a post-deployment script to register the agent with Cortex XDR using a one-
time regjistration key.

¢ E. Inplement tag-based automatic group assignment within Cortex XDR, mapping cloud resource tags (e.g.,
'Environment:Production’, 'CostCenter:Finance') to XDR endpoint groups for policy enforcement and visibility.

_IE%: B\ C\ D\ E

RN -

This question seeks advanced, crucial considerations for cloud deployments. A: Bake into Golden Image: This is a fundamental and
highly efficient practice for cloud deployments. Pre-installing the agent ensures consistent versions and reduces post-launch
overhead. A post-deployment script (e.g., cloud-init, user data) would then handle the specific tenant registration. B: Cloud-native
Orchestration: Using AWS Systens Manager or Azure Automation for agent deployment is a best practice. It provides centralized
management, patch compliance, and scalable deployment capabilities in a cloud context. C: Tag-based Group Assignment: Cloud
environments heavily rely on tagging for resource management, cost allocation, and security. Mapping these tags to Cortex XDR
groups provides dynamic policy application and enhanced visibility, aligning with a cloud-first security posture. D: Auto-Delete
Dormant Endpoints: Ephemeral cloud instances are a common challenge for agent-based licensing, This feature is crucial for
managing licenses effectively by automatically unregistering agents from terminated instances, preventing license 'leakage’. E:
Serverless Functions for API-driven lifecycle: While technically possible, building and maintaining custom serverless functions for
every agent install/uninstall event is overly complex and generally unnecessary for standard XDR agent lifecycle management. Native
cloud orchestration tools and XDR's built-in features (like dormant endpoint deletion) usually suffice. The XDR agent is designed to
handle instance termnation gracefully. This is typically an advanced use case for highly bespoke or niche requirements, not a 'crucial
general consideration for optimal management.

B # 66

An organization is migrating its security operations to Cortex XSOAR and has a strict compliance requirement to document every
action taken during an incident response, including who performed it, when, and the exact outcome. This applies to both autormated
playbook actions and manual analyst interactions. Which XSOAR capabilities collectively ensure this level of detailed auditability and
reporting for incident nvestigations, especially when complex playbooks involve multiple sub-playbooks and integrations?

e A The 'Case Management' view to track incident progress, and the 'Knowledge Base' for storing standard operating
procedures (SOPs).

B. The "War Room for real-time collaboration logs, and the 'Incident Summary' for high-level incident status updates.

C. The 'Dashboards & Reports' for visualizing incident metrics, and the 'Indicators' module for tracking IOCs.

D. Manually exporting the incident data to a CSV file at the end of the investigation for external auditing purposes.

E. The 'Audit Trail feature which logs all user actions and system changes, combined with the 'Playbook Debugger’ for step-
by-step execution visibility and the 'Incident Logs' within each incident record, capturing all command outputs and playbook
activity, including sub-playbook executions.

IEf#: E

AR :

Option B provides the most comprehensive solution for detailed auditability and reporting. The 'Audit Trail' is fundamental for
tracking all user actions (who did what, when) and system changes within XSOAR. The 'Playbook Debugger' is crucial during
development and for understanding conmplex playbook execution paths, including nested sub-playbooks, providing visibility into each
step. Most importantly, 'Tncident Logs' within each incident record capture a granular, chronological log of all commands executed
(by analysts or playbooks), their inputs, and their outputs (including those from integrations and sub-playbooks). This combination
ensures that every action, automated or manual, is meticulously recorded within the platform, meeting strict compliance and auditing
requirements. Options A, C, D, and E cover valuable XSOAR features but do not offer the same depth of granular, auditable
logging of all actions as option B.



HH #67

A SOC is migrating froma traditional SIEM to a cloud-native Security Operations Platform, specifically evaluating the integration
capabilities of Palo Alto Networks Cortex XSOAR. The primary objective is to automate repetitive incident response tasks, such as
enriching alerts with threat intelligence, containing compromised endpoints, and generating incident reports. Which of the following
Python code snippets, when integrated into a custom playbook in Cortex XSOAR, would exemplify the automation of enriching an

alert with threat intelligence froma external API, assuming 'demisto’ is the global object for XSOAR functions and 'incident' is the
current incident object?

e A

from datetime import datetime

ief generate_report_header(incident_id):
return f'Incident Report - Incident ID: {incident_id}\nDate: {datetime.now().strftime("%Y-%m-%d %H:%M:%5")}

srint(generate report header(incident.get('id')))

e B

# This code snippet demonstrates a conceptual interaction within a SOAR platform for endpoint containment.

# Assuming 'demisto' is the XSOAR object

def isolate_endpoint(endpoint_id):
try:
# Example: Calling a Cortex XDR action via XSOAR integration
command_result = demisto.executeCommand('xdr-isolate-endpoint', {'endpoint_id': endpoint_id})
if is_error(command_result):
demisto.logError(f'Failed to isolate endpoint {endpoint_id}: {get_error(command_result)}"')
return False
demisto.results(f'Successfully isolated endpoint: {endpoint_id}')
return True
except Exception as e:
demisto.logError(f'Exception during endpoint isolation for {endpoint_id}: {e}')
return False

# Example usage within 4 playbagsk
endpoint_to_isolate = demis - g¢q (L 8@ W hadedlan S *Source_host_id')
if endpoint_to isolate:

isolate_endpoint(endpoint_\to isolate)

o o o
mo O

Eﬁ: B\ D

fiE L.

This is a multiple-response question requiring knowledge of SOAR automation and Palo Alto Networks XSOAR specifics. Option
C (Correct): This snippet correctly demonstrates how a Python script within Cortex XSOAR (using 'demisto.executeCommand')
would call a pre-configured integration (e.g,, VirusTotal) to enrich an indicator, then 'demisto.resultS and 'demisto.setContext' to
make the data available within the incident. This directly addresses the 'enriching alerts with threat intelligence' part of the question.
Option E (Correct): This snippet correctly demonstrates how XSOAR would be used to automate the 'containing compromised
endpoints' task by calling an action from an integrated EDR solution (like Cortex XDR) via This is a core SOAR capability. Option
A: This uses 'requests’ directly, which is generally not how XSOAR's built-in integrations or playbooks would interact with external
APIs. XSOAR prefers demisto.executeCommand' for integration interactions. Option B: This uses 'subprocess.run' to execute shell
commands, which is highly system+dependent and not the standard, secure, or portable way to interact with network devices via a
SOAR platform; XSOAR would use specific firewall mtegrations for this. Option D: This only generates a report header, not the full
report and doesn't involve any enrichment or containment autormation. While report generation is a SOAR function, this code snippet
is too simplistic and doesn't address the primary autormation objectives. The question asks for automating repetitive incident response
tasks like enrichment and containment, and generating incident reports (not just headers).

B #68
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