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Palo Alto Networks XSIAM-Engineer Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Maintenance and Troubleshooting: This section of the exam measures skills of Security Operations
Engineers and covers post-deployment maintenance and troubleshooting of XSIAM components. It
includes managing exception configurations, updating software components such as XDR agents and
Broker VMs, and diagnosing data ingestion, normalization, and parsing issues. Candidates must also
troubleshoot integrations, automation playbooks, and system performance to ensure operational reliability.

Topic 2

Integration and Automation: This section of the exam measures skills of SIEM Engineers and focuses on
data onboarding and automation setup in XSIAM. It covers integrating diverse data sources such as
endpoint, network, cloud, and identity, configuring automation feeds like messaging, authentication, and
threat intelligence, and implementing Marketplace content packs. It also evaluates the ability to plan,
create, customize, and debug playbooks for efficient workflow automation.

Topic 3

Planning and Installation: This section of the exam measures skills of XSIAM Engineers and covers the
planning, evaluation, and installation of Palo Alto Networks Cortex XSIAM components. It focuses on
assessing existing IT infrastructure, defining deployment requirements for hardware, software, and
integrations, and establishing communication needs for XSIAM architecture. Candidates must also
configure agents, Broker VMs, and engines, along with managing user roles, permissions, and access
controls.
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Topic 4

Content Optimization: This section of the exam measures skills of Detection Engineers and focuses on
refining XSIAM content and detection logic. It includes deploying parsing and data modeling rules for
normalization, managing detection rules based on correlation, IOCs, BIOCs, and attack surface
management, and optimizing incident and alert layouts. Candidates must also demonstrate proficiency in
creating custom dashboards and reporting templates to support operational visibility.
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Palo Alto Networks XSIAM Engineer Sample Questions (Q341-Q346):
NEW QUESTION # 341 
An organization is migrating legacy detection logic from a SIEM to XSIAM. One critical rule identifies a specific sequence of system
calls indicative of kernel-level rootkit activity: 'Process_Creation -> File_Write_to_System32 -> Driver_Load'. In XSIAM, how
can this multi- stage behavioral indicator be most effectively implemented as a BIOC rule to ensure high fidelity and minimal false
positives, considering the distributed nature of XDR data?

A. Write a Python script that pulls all Process, File, and Driver events from XSIAM's API and performs correlation outside
the platform.
B. Use an IOC rule to detect the presence of known rootkit file hashes in System32.
C. Focus only on detecting 'Driver_Load' events, as this is the final stage of rootkit installation.
D. Develop a single BIOC rule using XQL's 'pattern' command to specify the ordered sequence of events, ensuring specific
attributes like 'Process.PlD or Host.lD match across stages, and apply filtering for legitimate activity.
E. Create three separate rules, one for each event type, and manually correlate the alerts in the XSIAM console.

Answer: D

Explanation:
Option B is the most effective and native XSIAM approach. Option A would lead to significant manual effort and delayed detection.
Option C is an IOC approach, which is reactive and won't catch unknown rootkits. Option D misses crucial preceding stages.
Option E bypasses XSIAM's powerful correlation capabilities and adds unnecessary complexity. XSIAM's XQL (Cortex Query
Language) with the 'pattern' command is specifically designed for multi-stage threat detection. It allows defining a sequence of
events, linking them by common identifiers (like PID, Host ID, User ID), and applying detailed filters to exclude benign activities,
resulting in high-fidelity BIOCs for complex attack patterns like rootkit installation.

NEW QUESTION # 342 
A critical XSIAM automation rule is designed to automatically suppress 'Informational' severity incidents that match a specific set of
criteria (e.g., source IP, specific message content). However, after deployment, you observe that some matching incidents are being
suppressed, but others are not, even though they appear to meet the exact same criteri a. There are no errors reported in the
XSIAM automation logs. What is the most effective debugging strategy to pinpoint why certain incidents are being missed?

A. Deconstruct the automation rule into smaller, isolated rules to test each condition individually and identify the failing one.
B. Review the XSIAM 'Automation History' for the rule, looking for skipped executions or detailed logs on why a specific
incident was not processed.
C. Check for other, higher-priority XSIAM automation rules that might be executing first and altering incident properties
before this suppression rule gets a chance to evaluate.
D. Temporarily modify the automation rule to also 'tag' or 'comment' on incidents it would have suppressed, and then manually
compare the properties of suppressed vs. unsuppressed incidents.
E. Export the incident data (including all fields and properties) for both suppressed and unsuppressed incidents and perform a
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diff analysis to identify subtle discrepancies.

Answer: C,E

Explanation:
This scenario points to a subtle mismatch in conditions. If the rule sometimes works and no errors are reported, the issue lies in the
data itself or the rule's evaluation logic. Exporting and diffing the full incident data (B) is highly effective because it allows for granular
comparison of all fields, including potential hidden characters, different casing, or subtle formatting that might cause a condition
mismatch. Option E is also critical: XSIAM automation rules execute in a specific order (priority-based). If another rule modifies an
incident (e.g., changes a tag or field value) before the suppression rule evaluates, it could cause the suppression rule to miss
incidents. Options A and D are useful for testing individual conditions but less efficient for subtle data discrepancies or execution
order issues. Option C is useful if the rule failed , but here it's about missing incidents without explicit failure.

NEW QUESTION # 343 
A CISO has asked an engineer to create a custom dashboard in Cortex XSIAM that can be filtered to show incidents assigned to a
specific user.
Which feature should be used to filter the incident data in the dashboard?

A. Report template to set the incident user filter
B. Filters and inputs in the custom dashboard
C. Incident summary view to filter by user
D. Visualization filter options in the widget configuration

Answer: B

Explanation:
To show incidents assigned to a specific user in a Cortex XSIAM custom dashboard, the engineer should use filters and inputs in the
custom dashboard. This enables dynamic filtering of incident data, allowing the dashboard to be customized based on user
assignment.

NEW QUESTION # 344 
Consider the following XSIAM playbook action snippet intended to update an incident artifact. An engineer reports that while the
playbook runs without errors, the incident artifact is not being updated as expected.

Which of the following is the most likely reason for the incident artifact not being updated with the new 'threat_score' and 'last_seen'
fields?

A. Option C
B. Option B
C. Option A
D. Option E
E. Option D

Answer: A

Explanation:
While 'D' (empty enrichment_result) would prevent data from being added, and 'A' (incorrect operation) could cause issues, the
most fundamental reason for custom fields not being updated or appearing is that they haven't been properly defined in the XSIAM
data model. For custom fields like 'threat_score' or 'last_seen' to be associated with an artifact type (like 'IP Address'), they must be
explicitly defined in a Content Pack as part of the artifact's schema. Without this definition, XSIAM doesn't know how to store or
display these new fields, even if the playbook attempts to set them. The 'append' operation for artifacts typically adds a new artifact
if not found or updates its labels if found; for existing artifact's fields_, the fields themselves need to exist in the schema.



NEW QUESTION # 345 
A global enterprise uses XSIAM and has different SOC teams responsible for different geographical regions. When an incident
occurs, the default incident layout shows all available fields, leading to information overload for regional teams who only care about
region- specific attributes (e.g., 'Region', 'Local Compliance Regulations'). How can XSIAM's content optimization capabilities be
leveraged to provide a tailored incident layout based on the user's role or assigned region, without creating multiple duplicate incident
types?

A. Utilize XSIAM's 'Layout Context' feature, defining different incident layouts that dynamically apply based on criteria like
incident 'tags' (e.g., 'region:APAC', 'region:EMEA') or user group membership, allowing different views for different teams.
B. Develop custom scripts to filter incident data before it's displayed in the XSIAM UI.
C. Manually train each SOC analyst to ignore irrelevant fields.
D. Implement an external workflow automation tool to pre-process incidents.
E. Create separate XSIAM instances for each geographical region.

Answer: A

Explanation:
To provide tailored incident layouts based on user roles or region without duplicating incident types, XSIAM's 'Layout Context'
feature is the most suitable content optimization capability. This allows defining multiple layouts for a single incident type, which are
then dynamically applied based on conditions like incident tags (e.g., 'region:APAC') or the user's group membership, ensuring that
regional teams see only the most relevant information. Options A, C, D, and E are either impractical, inefficient, or do not directly
address dynamic layout customization within XSIAM.

NEW QUESTION # 346
......
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