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IBFCSM Certified Emergency and Disaster Professional Sample Questions
(Q143-Q148):

NEW QUESTION # 143
What agency has responsibility for water and wastewater systerms during an emergency?

¢ A. Environmental Protection Agency
¢ B. Department of Interior
e C. U.S. Departiment of Agriculture

Answer: A

Explanation:

As established byHomeland Security Presidential Directive 7 (HSPD-7)and theNational Response Framework (NRF),
theEnvironmental Protection Agency (EPA)is the designated Sector-Specific Agency (SSA) for theWater and Wastewater
Systermssector. This sector is one of the 16 critical infrastructure sectors essential to the nation's security, economy, and public
health. 10During an emergency, the EPA's responsibility is to coordinate the protection and rapid restoration of these systems.

The EPA performs several critical roles during a disaster response:1 1

* Technical Assistance:Providing expertise on water treatment, contaminant identification, and infrastructure repair.12

* Laboratory Support:Utilizing the Environmental Response Laboratory Network (ERLN) to analyze water samples for chemical or
biological agents.13

* Regulatory Oversight:Ensuring that emergency measures (like boil water advisories) follow the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA).
While theUSDA(Option B) provides support for water systems in rural communities (typically under 10,000 residents), the overall
sector responsibility for the entire nation lies with the EPA. For aCEDPprofessional, the EPA is the primary federal partner
forEmergency Support Function#10 (Oil and Hazardous Materials)and a key supporter forESF #3 (Public Works and
Engineering). The EPA manages tools like theWater Health and Economic Analysis Tool (WHEAT)and theWaterISACto help
water utilities assess risks and share threat information. 14By leading this sector, the EPA ensures that one of the most vital
"Community Lifelines"- potable water-is restored as quickly as possible, preventing secondary public health crises following a
primary disaster.

NEW QUESTION # 144
‘What should never be the locus of local mitigation planning efforts?

e A Considering community short-range and political goals
¢ B. Assessing local threats to prioritize community risks and concerns
e C. Evaluating the capacity of local budgets to fund projects

Answer: A

Explanation:

In the development of aHazard Mitigation Plan (HMP), the "locus" or central focus must always be on long- term risk reduction and
life safety, rather thanshort-range and political goals. According to theDisaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA 2000)and
FEMA'sLocal Mitigation Planning Handbook, effective planning requires looking beyond the immediate political cycle or temporary
local interests.

If'a mitigation plan is driven by political goals (Option C), it may prioritize "visible" but less effective projects over technically sound
infrastructure improvements. For example, a local politician might push for a new park in a floodplain because it is popular, rather
than finding a less visible but more critical drainage system upgrade. This compromises the commumity's resilience by ignoring the
scientific data provided during theHazard Identification and Risk Assessment (HIRA)process.

Options A and B are, conversely, essential parts of a legitimate planning process. Assessing local threats (Option A) is the scientific
foundation of the plan, and evaluating budget capacity (Option B) ensures that the plan is realistic and implementable. A plan that
cannot be funded is merely a "wish list." However, theCEDPprofessional is taught that mitigation is a long-term investment. Political
goals are inherently transient, whereas the hazards-such as seismic activity or climate-driven flooding-are persistent and require
sustained, non-partisan commitment. Aligning mitigation with long-term land-use planning and building codes, rather than short-term
political wins, ensures that federal grant eligibility is maintained and that the community is genuinely safer for future generations.
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NEW QUESTION # 145
‘What public sector responders maintains a close formal operational relationship with FEMA?

e A. Law enforcement
e B. Public health
¢ C. Firefighters

Answer: C

Explanation:

WhileFEMAcoordinates with all public sector responders, it maintains its most integrated and formal operational relationship
withFirefighters. This unique relationship is institutionalized through theUnited States Fire Administration (USFA), which is a core
division of FEMA. The USFA's mission is to provide national leadership, coordination, and support for the nation's fire and
emergency medical services (EMS).

Furthermore, theNational Fire Academy (NFA)is located on the same campus as FEMA's Emergency Management Institute (EMI)
in Emmitsburg, Maryland, creating a shared educational and doctrinal environment.

Under theNational Response Framework (NRF), this relationship is further solidified byEmergency Support Function #4
(Firefighting). FEMA works directly with local, state, and tribal fire departments to coordinate federal firefighting support for
structural and wildland fires. The USFA also manages theNational Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS), which is the primary
database used by FEMA to analyze fire trends and allocate federal grant finding, such as theAssistance to Firefighters Grants
(AFG).

For aCertified Emergency and Disaster Professional (CEDP), understanding this hierarchy is critical for resource acquisition.
Firefighters are often the primary workforce for FEMA'sUrban Search and Rescue (US&R)task forces. While Law Enforcement
(Option A) relates to the DOJ/FBI and Public Health (Option C) relates to the HHS/CDC, the Fire Service is "baked mnto" the
FEMA structure. This formal alignment ensures that fire departments-which respond to over 30 million calls annually in the U.S.-are
the primary tactical arm for local disaster stabilization, directly supported by FEMA's training, data, and financial resources.

NEW QUESTION # 146
What alternative describes the mission of the Emergency Response Interoperability Center (ERIC)?

¢ A Providing situation reports to on-site leadership and key agencies
¢ B. Operating the 700 MHz public broadband wireless network
e C. Coordinating commumnication restoration priorities for key sectors

Answer: B

Explanation:

TheEmergency Response Interoperability Center (ERIC)was established within theFederal Commumications Commission
(FCC)specifically to promote the development and use of the700 MHz public safety broadband wireless network. Its mission is to
ensure that this high-speed data network is fully interoperable across different jurisdictions and agencies, allowing police, fire, and
EMS to share video, data, and maps seamlessly during a disaster.

Before the creation of ERIC and the subsequent development ofFirstNet, public safety commumnications were often fragmented
across different frequency bands and proprietary technologies. ERIC was tasked with creating the technical standards and "rules of
the road" for the 700 MHz band to prevent the interoperability failures seen during 9/11 and Hurricane Katrina. While coordinating
restoration (Option C) is a role ofESF #2 (Communications)and situation reports (Option B) are a general EOC function, the
specific "mission" of ERIC is tied to the technical implementation of the national broadband infrastructure for first responders.

For aCertified Emergency and Disaster Professional (CEDP), understanding the role of ERIC/FirstNet is critical for modernizing a
community'sInteroperable Communications Plan. This high-speed network allows for the use of advanced tools like real-time drone
footage, remote medical monitoring, and tablet-based incident management. By ensuring that the 700 MHz network is standardized
and interoperable, ERIC provides the "digital highway" that supports theCommon Operating Picture (COP), ensuring that life-saving
data can flow freely between agencies, regardless of their badge or city of origin.

NEW QUESTION # 147
‘What should occur first when conducting a Hazard Vulnerability Analysis?

e A. Consult with experts to assess scope of vulnerability
e B. Evaluate known hazards and risks posing threats
e (. Decide on what assessment methodology to use



Answer: B

Explanation:

The foundational first step in conducting aHazard Vulnerability Analysis (HVA), as outlined nFEMA's Comprehensive Preparedness
Guide (CPG) 101and theTHIRAprocess, isHazard Identification, which involvesevaluating known hazards and risks posing threatsto
the community or facility.4Before a planner can decide on a methodology (Option A) or consult specific experts (Option B), they
nust first understand the

"Universe of Hazards" that could potentially impact their jurisdiction.

This nitial step involves researching historical data, geographic surveys, and industrial records to create a

"Master Hazard List." Hazards are typically categorized into three groups:

* Natural Hazards:Floods, hurricanes, earthquakes, and wildfires.

* Technological/Human-Caused Hazards:Chemical spills, power grid failures, and dam breaches.

* Adversarial Threat-Based Hazards:Terrorist attacks, civil unrest, and cyber-attacks.

For theCEDPprofessional, this first step is critical because it dictates the entire scope of the emergency management program. Ifa
hazard-such as a localized earthquake fault-is not "identified" and "evaluated" in the beginning, the resulting Emergency Operations
Plan (EOP) will have a findamental gap. Once the hazards are evaluated, the HVA process then moves to "Profiling” (determining
frequency and magnitude) and "Vulnerability Assessment” (determining who and what is at risk). By starting with a comprehensive
evaluation of known hazards, the organization ensures that its preparedness efforts are grounded in reality and that its limited
mitigation resources are directed toward the threats that pose the greatest risk to life and property.

NEW QUESTION # 148
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