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Linux Foundation CNPA Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1
Measuring your Platform: This part of the exam assesses Procurement Specialists on how to measure
platform efficiency and team productivity. It includes knowledge of applying DORA metrics for platform
initiatives and monitoring outcomes to align with organizational goals.

Topic 2

Platform Engineering Core Fundamentals: This section of the exam measures the skills of Supplier
Management Consultants and covers essential foundations such as declarative resource management,
DevOps practices, application environments, platform architecture, and the core goals of platform
engineering. It also includes continuous integration fundamentals, delivery approaches, and GitOps
principles.

Topic 3

Platform APIs and Provisioning Infrastructure: This part of the exam evaluates Procurement Specialists on
the use of Kubernetes reconciliation loops, APIs for self-service platforms, and infrastructure provisioning
with Kubernetes. It also assesses knowledge of the Kubernetes operator pattern for integration and
platform scalability.
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NEW QUESTION # 38 
As a Cloud Native Platform Associate, you are tasked with improving software delivery efficiency using DORA metrics. Which of
the following metrics best indicates the effectiveness of your platform initiatives?

A. Lead Time for Changes
B. Service Level Agreements (SLAs)
C. Change Failure Rate
D. Mean Time to Recover (MTTR)

Answer: A

Explanation:
Lead Time for Changes is the DORA metric that best measures the efficiency and impact of platform initiatives. Option A is correct
because it tracks the time from code commit to successful production deployment, directly reflecting how effectively a platform
enables developers to deliver software.
Option B (MTTR) measures resilience and recovery speed, not efficiency. Option C (Change Failure Rate) measures deployment
stability, while Option D (SLAs) are contractual agreements, not engineering performance metrics.
By reducing lead time, platform engineering demonstrates its ability to provide self-service, automation, and streamlined CI/CD
workflows. This makes Lead Time for Changes a critical measurement of platform efficiency and developer experience
improvements.
References:- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- Accelerate (DORA Report)- Cloud Native Platform Engineering Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 39 
What is the most effective approach to architecting a platform for extensibility in cloud native environments?

A. Creating a platform with a flexible governance model that requires all capability changes to be reviewed by specialized
teams before being approved, ensuring consistent implementation across all platform areas.
B. Building a monolithic platform with comprehensive documentation that provides complete instructions for users to modify
internal components when new capabilities need to be added or removed.
C. Designing a platform with centralized configuration management that can quickly implement organization-wide changes
through a single control plane operated by platform specialists.
D. Implementing a modular architecture with well-defined APIs and interfaces that allows platform capabilities to be
independently added, updated, or removed without disrupting the entire system.

Answer: D

Explanation:
Extensibility in cloud native platform engineering depends on modular design with well-defined APIs and interfaces. Option A is
correct because modular, API-driven architecture allows new capabilities (e.g., observability, self-service provisioning, policy
engines) to be added, updated, or replaced independently, without disrupting the entire system. This enables innovation, adaptability,
and continuous improvement.
Option B emphasizes governance, but relying solely on specialist approvals slows agility and reduces scalability. Option C
(monolithic architecture) restricts flexibility and increases cognitive load for developers.
Option D (centralized configuration) provides consistency but risks bottlenecks and does not inherently enable extensibility.
Modularity and APIs are fundamental to platform engineering because they support composability, golden paths, and integration of
open-source/cloud-native tools. This ensures that platforms evolve continuously while preserving developer experience and
governance.
References:- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- CNCF Platform Engineering Maturity Model- Cloud Native Platform Engineering
Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 40 
In designing a cloud native platform, which architectural feature is essential for allowing the integration of new capabilities like self-
service delivery and observability without specialist intervention?

A. Static architecture with rigid components.
B. Monolithic architecture with no APIs.
C. Extensible architecture with modular components.
D. Centralized integration through specialist API gateways.



Answer: C

Explanation:
An extensible architecture with modular components is crucial for modern platform engineering. Option C is correct because
modularity allows new capabilities (e.g., self-service delivery, observability, or security features) to be added or replaced without
disrupting the whole system. This approach promotes agility, scalability, and maintainability.
Option A (monolithic architecture) restricts flexibility and slows innovation. Option B (centralized API gateways) may help
integration but still creates bottlenecks if every addition requires specialist intervention.
Option D (static architecture) locks the platform into rigid patterns, preventing adaptation to evolving needs.
Extensible, modular design is a hallmark of cloud native platforms. It enables composability, where services (like service mesh,
logging, monitoring, or provisioning APIs) can be plugged in as needed. This architecture supports golden paths and self-service
abstractions, reducing developer friction while keeping governance intact.
References:- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- CNCF Platform Engineering Maturity Model- Cloud Native Platform Engineering
Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 41 
Which IaC approach ensures Kubernetes infrastructure maintains its desired state automatically?

A. Manual
B. Hybrid
C. Imperative
D. Declarative

Answer: D

Explanation:
The declarative approach to Infrastructure as Code (IaC) is the foundation of Kubernetes and GitOps practices. Option A is correct
because declarative IaC defines the desired state of the infrastructure (e.g., Kubernetes YAML manifests) and relies on controllers
or reconciliation loops to ensure the actual state matches the declared one. This allows for automation, consistency, and drift
correction without manual intervention.
Option B (imperative) requires explicit step-by-step instructions, which are not automatically enforced after execution. Option C
(hybrid) can combine both methods but does not guarantee reconciliation. Option D (manual) is error-prone and eliminates the
benefits of IaC entirely.
Declarative IaC reduces cognitive load, improves reproducibility, and ensures compliance through automated drift detection and
reconciliation, which are essential in platform engineering for multi-cluster and multi-team environments.
References:- CNCF GitOps Principles- Kubernetes Declarative Model- Cloud Native Platform Engineering Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 42 
A platform team wants to let developers provision cloud services like S3 buckets and databases using Kubernetes-native APIs,
without exposing cloud-specific details. Which tool is best suited for this?

A. Crossplane
B. OpenTofu
C. Cluster API
D. Helm

Answer: A

Explanation:
Crossplane is the CNCF project designed to extend Kubernetes with the ability to provision and manage cloud resources via
Kubernetes-native APIs. Option B is correct because Crossplane lets developers use familiar Kubernetes manifests to request
resources like S3 buckets, databases, or VPCs while abstracting provider-specific implementation details. Platform teams can define
compositions and abstractions, providing developers with golden paths that include organizational guardrails.
Option A (Cluster API) is focused on provisioning Kubernetes clusters themselves, not cloud services. Option C (Helm) manages
Kubernetes application deployments but does not provision external infrastructure. Option D (OpenTofu) is a Terraform fork that
provides IaC but is not Kubernetes-native.
By leveraging Crossplane, platform teams achieve infrastructure as data and full GitOps integration, empowering developers to
provision services declaratively while ensuring governance and compliance.
References:- CNCF Crossplane Project Documentation- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- Cloud Native Platform Engineering Study
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