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¢ Authentication Methods: This section of the exam measures the skills of Security Engineers and covers
authentication mechanisis in Vault. It focuses on defining authentication methods, distinguishing between
human and machine authentication, and selecting the appropriate method based on use cases. Candidates
Topic 1 will learn about identities and groups, along with hands-on experience using Vault's API, CLI, and UI for
authentication. The section also includes configuring authentication methods through different interfaces to
ensure secure access.

o Vault Leases: This section of the exam measures the skills of DevOps Engineers and covers the lease

mechanism in Vault. Candidates will understand the purpose of lease IDs, renewal strategies, and how to
Topic 2 revoke leases effectively. This section is crucial for managing dynamic secrets efficiently, ensuring that
temporary credentials are appropriately handled within secure environments.

¢ Vault Architecture Fundamentals: This section of the exam measures the skills of Site Reliability Engineers
and provides an overview of Vaullt's core encryption and security mechanisis. It covers how Vault
encrypts data, the sealing and unsealing process, and configuring environment variables for managing Vault
deployments efficiently. Understanding these concepts is essential for maintaining a secure Vault
environment.

Topic 3

o Secrets Engines: This section of the exam measures the skills of Cloud Infrastructure Engineers and covers
different types of secret engines in Vault. Candidates will learn to choose an appropriate secrets engine
based on the use case, differentiate between static and dynamic secrets, and explore the use of transit

Topic 4 secrets for encryption. The section also introduces response wrapping and the importance of short-lived

secrets for enhancing security. Hands-on tasks include enabling and accessing secrets engines using the

CLlI, APL, and UL

¢ Encryption as a Service: This section of the exam measures the skills of Cryptography Specialists and

focuses on Vault’s encryption capabilities. Candidates will learn how to encrypt and decrypt secrets using
Topic 5 the transit secrets engine, as well as perform encryption key rotation. These concepts ensure secure data
transmission and storage, protecting sensitive information from unauthorized access.

¢ Access Management Architecture: This section of the exam measures the skills of Enterprise Security
Engineers and introduces key access management components in Vault. Candidates will explore the Vault
Agent and its role in automating authentication, secret retrieval, and proxying access. The section also
covers the Vault Secrets Operator, which helps manage secrets efficiently in cloud-native environments,
ensuring streamlined access management.

Topic 6
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HashiCorp Certified: Vault Associate (003)Exam Sample Questions (Q234-
Q239):

NEW QUESTION # 234
After a client has authenticated to Vault, what security feature is used to make all subsequent calls?

A. listener
B. path
C. ldap
D. pgp
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¢ E. token
e F.key shard

Answer: E

Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed in Depth Explanation:

After authentication, Vault usestokensfor all subsequent calls. The HashiCorp Vault documentation states:

"After authenticating, a client is issued a service token which is associated with a policy. That token is used to make all subsequent
requests to Vault." Tokens serve as the primary security feature for authorizing and authenticating requests.

The docs elaborate: "Tokens are the core method for authentication within Vault. Once authenticated, the client uses this token to
access secrets and perform operations according to the attached policies." Other options likeldap,pgp,path,key shard, andlistenerare
unrelated to this role. Thus, F is correct.

Reference:

HashiCorp Vault Documentation - Authentication Concepts

NEW QUESTION # 235
True or False? After rotating a transit encryption key, all data encrypted with the previous version must be rewrapped or re-
encrypted with the new key.

o A True
e B. False

Answer: B

Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed In-Depth Explanation:

False. When a transit encryption key is rotated in Vault (e.g,, via vault write -f transit/keys/<key name>

/rotate), the new key version becomes the default for future encryptions, but data encrypted with previous versions remains
decryptable without rewrapping or re-encryption. Vault maintains a keyring with all versions, and the ciphertext prefix (e.g,,
vault:v1:) indicates which version was used, allowing automatic decryption with the corresponding key. This seamless handling
simplifies key management and avoids mandatory data re-encryption post-rotation. Only if you set a min_decryption_version to
archive older keys would rewrapping be needed, but that's optional, not default behavior.

Option A is incorrect per Vault's Transit documentation, which notes that old data can still be decrypted without immediate action
after rotation.

References:

Transit Secrets Engine Usage

Key Version Management

NEW QUESTION # 236
How long does the Transit secrets engine store the resulting ciphertext by default?

A. Transit does not store data
B. 32 days

C. 30 days

D. 24 hours

Answer: A

Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed in Depth Explanation:

The Transit secrets engine in Vault is designed for encryption-as-a-service, not data storage. Let's evaluate:

* Option A: 24 hoursTransit doesn't store ciphertext, so no TTL applies. Incorrect.

* Option B: 30 daysNo storage means no 30-day retention. Incorrect.

* Option C: 32 daysThis aligns with token TTLs, not Transit behavior. Incorrect.

* Option D: Transit does not store dataTransit encrypts data and returns the ciphertext to the caller without persisting it in Vaul.
Correct.

Detailed Mechanics:

‘When you run vault write transit/encrypt/mykey plaintext=<base64-data>, Vault uses the named key (e.g., mykey) to encrypt the



input and returns a response like vault:vl :<ciphertext>. This ciphertext is not stored in Vault's storage backend (e.g., Consul, Raft);
it's the client's responsibility to save it (e.g., in a database). This stateless design keeps Vault lightweight and secure, avoiding data
retention risks.

Real-World Exanple:

Encrypt a credit card: vault write transit/encrypt/creditcard plaintext=8(base64 <<< "1234-5678-9012-3456").

Response: ciphertext=vault:vl :<data>. You store this in your app's database; Vault retains nothing,

Overall Explanation from Vault Docs:

"Vault does NOT store any data encrypted via the transit/encrypt endpoint... The ciphertext is returned to the caller for storage
elsewhere." Reference:https:/developer.hashicorp.com/vault/docs/secrets/transit

NEW QUESTION # 237
Use this screenshot to answer the question below:
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Where on this page would you click to view a secret located at secret/my-secret?

A E
B.A
C.D
D.B
E.C

Answer: E

Explanation:
In the HashiCorp Vault UL, secrets are organized in a tree-like structure. To view a secret located at secret/my- secret, you would



click on the "secret/" folder in the tree, then click on the "my-secret" file. In this screenshot, the "secret/" folder is located at option C.
This folder contains the secrets that are stored in the key/value secrets engine, which is the default secrets engine in Vault. The
key/value secrets engine allows you to store arbitrary secrets as key/value pairs. The key is the path of the secret, and the value is
the data of the secret.

For example, the secret located at secret/my-secret has a key of "my-secret" and a value of whatever data you stored there.

[KV - Secrets Engines | Vault | HashiCorp Developer]

NEW QUESTION # 238
Which of the following are accurate statements regarding the use of a KV v2 secrets engine (select three)?

A. Tssuing a vault kv destroy command permanently deletes the current version of the secret
B. Issuing a vault kv metadata delete command permanently deletes the secret

C. Issuing a vault kv delete command performs a soft delete of the current version

D. Issuing a vault kv destroy command deletes all versions of a secret

Answer: A,B,C

Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed in Depth Explanation:

KV v2 supports versioning, Let's evaluate:

* Audestroy removes a specific version permanently. Correct.

* Budestroy targets specified versions, not all. Incorrect.

* Cudelete soft-deletes the current version. Correct.

* Dumetadata delete removes all versions and metadata. Correct.

Overall Explanation from Vault Docs:

"kv delete soft-deletes... kv destroy permanently removes versions... kv metadata delete wipes everything."
Referencehttps//developer.hashicorp.com/vault/docs/secrets/kv/kv-v2

NEW QUESTION # 239
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