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ASET Ethics Examination-ASET Professional Practice Exam (PPE) Sample
Questions (Q87-Q92):

NEW QUESTION # 87

A regulated member of ASET is considering selling materials purchased to prepare for the ASET Professional Practice Exam The
exam materials include textbooks and questions copied from ASET's practice exam

Which of the following is the member's course of action in this situation?

A. Do not sell any of the exam materials.
B. Sell only the textbooks.

C. Sell only the practice exam questions.
D. Sell all of the exam materials.

Answer: B

Explanation:

This scenario involves intellectual property rights, copyright law, and professional integrity. Textbooks purchased for studying are
generally the personal property of the buyer (the physical copy, not the copyright of the text) and can be legally resold on the
secondary market under the "first-sale doctrine." Therefore, selling the textbooks is perfectly ethical and legal. However, practice
exam questions created and distributed by ASET are the exclusive ntellectual property of the regulatory association and are
protected by copyright. They are often provided under a strict user agreement intended for personal study only. Copying,
reproducing, distributing, or selling ASET's proprietary exam questions is an act of copyright infringement and intellectual property
theft. For a regulated professional to engage in such behavior is a severe breach of the ASET Code of Ethics, which mandates
members act with integrity and uphold the law. Thus, the member must only sell the textbooks and destroy or keep the copied exam
materials.

NEW QUESTION # 88

A regulated member of ASET prepares permits for municipal construction projects. In reviewing a recent application for a power
plant, the member believes that the plans provided are madequate to meet environmental regulation requirements. The member takes
this information to a supervisor, who disagrees with the assessment and orders the member to issue the permit. The member refuses
to issue the permit and the discussion is closed. The following week, the member discovers that the permit for the power plant was
issued by the supervisor. What is the first step the member should take to address the situation?

A. Report the supervisor to ASET for unethical conduct.

B. Report concerns with the issuing of the permit to upper management.

C. No further action is required from the member.

D. Wait until the power plant is developed and then notify the appropriate regulatory authority.

Answer: B

Explanation:

ASET members have a paramount duty to protect the public and the environment. When a member identifies a violation of
environmental regulations, they cannot simply look the other way, even if overruled by a supervisor. The ethical obligation is to
ensure that the consequences of disregarding professional advice are clearly presented. However, the escalation of such disputes
must follow a logical and professional chain of command before seeking external intervention. While the member rightfully refused to
personally issue the non-compliant permit, discovering that the supervisor bypassed them to issue it anyway requires further action.
The correct immediate next step is to escalate the concern internally by reporting the issue to upper management. This allows the
organization the opportunity to correct the error, overrule the immediate supervisor, and conply with the law internally. Going
straight to an external regulator or ASET (whistleblowing) is generally considered a last resort, to be used only after internal avenues
have been exhausted or if there is a threat of immediate, catastrophic harm.

NEW QUESTION # 89
A regulated member of ASET is preparing a bid on a major project. The member's friend, whose company is bidding on the same
project, tells the member of a job opportunity at that company. The friend advises that the member would receive a very good salary
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plus a bonus if the member brought in a few documents, such as cost estimates and design details for the project. Which of the
following ethical principles does this relate to?

A. Act with integrity towards clients or employers, maintain confidentiality and avoid a conflict of interest.

B. Uphold the principle of appropriate and adequate compensation for the performance of their work.

C. Promote public knowledge and appreciation of applied science, information, and engineering technology.

D. Undertake and accept responsibility for professional assignments only when qualified by training and experience.

Answer: A

Explanation:

This scenario describes a severe, multifaceted ethical violation and potential corporate espionage. Cost estimates, bidding strategies,
and proprietary design details belong exclusively to the employer; they are highly confidential trade secrets. The friend is essentially
offering a bribe (a job and a bonus) in exchange for stolen confidential information that would give the competitor an unfair
advantage in the bidding process. Stealing this information violates the core ethical duty of fidelity and loyalty to the current
employer. It is a direct breach of confidentiality. Furthermore, entertaining the offer while currently preparing a bid for the employer
creates an immense, immediate conflict of mnterest.

Therefore, this situation most directly relates to the ASET ethical principle mandating that members must "Act with integrity towards
clients or employers, maintain confidentiality and avoid a conflict of interest." A professional technologist must immediately reject this
unethical offer and ideally disclose the competitor's corrupt behavior to their current employer.

NEW QUESTION # 90
What is the intent of professional regulation?

A. To admit people to the profession.

B. To increase government control.

C. To protect the public interest.

D. To differentiate a profession froma trade.

Answer: C

Explanation:

The single, overriding intent and justification for the legal regulation of any profession-be it medicine, law, engineering, or applied
science technology-is the protection of the public interest. While admitting people to the profession and differentiating from
unregulated trades are administrative outcomes of regulation, they are not the reason regulation exists. The government grants self-
regulatory powers through statutes like the Engineering and Geoscience Professions Act (EGPA) because the work performed by
these professionals involves highly complex technical knowledge that the general public cannot easily evaluate. Incompetent,
negligent, or unethical practice in engineering technology can lead to catastrophic failures, financial ruin, environmental disasters, or
loss of'life. By regulating the profession through bodies like ASET, strict standards for education, experience, continuous
development, and ethical conduct are enforced. This system ensures that the public can trust that individuals holding professional
designations have the competency and ethical integrity necessary to perform their work safely and reliably.

NEW QUESTION # 91
Which of the following statements best describes what a professional should do when asked by his or her employer to carry out an
activity contrary to environmental guidelines?

A. Refise to carry out the activity.

B. Carry out the activity, but report the issue to the appropriate regulatory authority.

C. Refuse to carry out the activity, and educate the employer about the importance of adhering to environmental guidelines.
D. Carry out the activity, and educate the employer about the importance of adhering to environmental guidelines.

Answer: C

Explanation:

The ASET Code of Ethics mandates that members hold paramount the protection of the environment.

Ifan employer issues a direct order to perform an activity that violates environmental guidelines or laws (such as illegal dumping,
bypassing emissions controls, or operating without a permit), the regulated professional has an absolute ethical and legal duty to
refuse to carry out that activity.

Complying with the order (Options B and C) makes the professional legally complicit in the environmental offense, potentially



exposing them to severe personal fines, imprisonment, and the loss of their professional designation. However, simply refusing
without explanation (Option A) is incomplete professional behavior. A professional technologist acts as a technical advisor to their
employer.

Therefore, the correct and complete action is to firmly refuse the illegal order and simultaneously educate the employer about the
environmental guidelines, clearly outlining the legal, financial, and ecological consequences of non-compliance. This fulfills both the
paramount duty to the environment and the duty of fidelity to the employer by preventing them from committing a costly crime.

NEW QUESTION # 92
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