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online, the most distinctive of which is that you can install HCVAO0-003 test answers on your computer to simulate the real exam
environment, without limiting the number of computers installed. Through a large number of simulation tests, you can rationally
arrange your own HCVA0-003 exam time, adjust your mentality in the examination room, find your own weak points and carry out
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HashiCorp HCVAO0-003 Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

¢ Vault Deployment Architecture: This section of the exam measures the skills of Platform Engineers and
focuses on deployment strategies for Vault. Candidates will learn about self-managed and HashiCorp-
managed cluster strategies, the role of storage backends, and the application of Shamir secret sharing in the
unsealing process. The section also covers disaster recovery and performance replication strategies to
ensure high availability and resilience in Vault deployments.
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o Vault Leases: This section of the exam measures the skills of DevOps Engineers and covers the lease

mechanism in Vault. Candidates will understand the purpose of lease IDs, renewal strategies, and how to
Topic 2 revoke leases effectively. This section is crucial for managing dynamic secrets efficiently, ensuring that
temporary credentials are appropriately handled within secure environments.

¢ Vault Architecture Fundamentals: This section of the exam measures the skills of Site Reliability Engineers
and provides an overview of Vault's core encryption and security mechanisms. It covers how Vault
encrypts data, the sealing and unsealing process, and configuring environment variables for managing Vault
deployments efficiently. Understanding these concepts is essential for maintaining a secure Vault
environment.

Topic 3

¢ Authentication Methods: This section of the exam measures the skills of Security Engineers and covers
authentication mechanisis in Vault. It focuses on defining authentication methods, distinguishing between
human and machine authentication, and selecting the appropriate method based on use cases. Candidates
Topic 4 will learn about identities and groups, along with hands-on experience using Vault's API, CLI, and UI for
authentication. The section also includes configuring authentication methods through different interfaces to
ensure secure access.

e Access Management Architecture: This section of the exam measures the skills of Enterprise Security
Engineers and introduces key access management components in Vault. Candidates will explore the Vault
Agent and its role in automating authentication, secret retrieval, and proxying access. The section also
covers the Vault Secrets Operator, which helps manage secrets efficiently in cloud-native environments,
ensuring streamlined access management.

Topic 5

HashiCorp Certified: Vault Associate (003)Exam Sample Questions (Q93-
Q98):

NEW QUESTION # 93
True or False? To prepare for day-to-day operations, the root token should be safely saved outside of Vault in order to administer
Vault.

o A True
e B. False

Answer: B

Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed in Depth Explanation:

The statement isFalse. Saving the root token outside of Vault for day-to-day operations is not a recommended practice and
contradicts Vault's security principles. The HashiCorp Vault documentation explicitly states:

"For day-to-day operations, the root token should be revoked after configuring other auth methods, which admins and Vault clients
will use." This is because the root token has unrestricted access to all Vault operations, posing a significant security risk if stored
externally and used routinely. Instead, Vault encourages the use of less-privileged tokens or alternative authentication methods post-
mitialization.

The documentation firther elaborates under the "Root Tokens" section: "Root tokens are tokens with an nfinite TTL that have the
'root' policy attached to them Because of their power, it is strongly recommended that they be used only as necessary and then
immediately revoked when no longer needed." Storing the root token outside Vault increases the risk of compromise, and Vault's
design assumres it is used sparingly- typically only during initial setup-and then replaced with more secure, limited-privilege
mechanisis. Thus, the correct operational approach is to revoke the root token after setup, not save it externally, making B (False)
the correct answer.

Reference:

HashiCorp Vault Documentation - Tokens: Root Tokens

NEW QUESTION # 94
You are working on a new project and need to retrieve a secret from Vault. You log into the Vault Ul and browse to the path where
the secret is stored. Based on the screenshot below, what is true about the secrets stored in this path? (Select four)
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A. The secrets are stored in a KV v2 secrets engine

B. The secrets engine is mounted at the path developers/

C. The user does not have permission to delete the secret

D. The secrets are stored ina KV vl secrets engine

E. The user has additional permissions on the path beyond just list and read
F. There are four previous versions of the secret

Answer: A,B,E,F

Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed In-Depth Explanation:

Assuming the screenshot shows a KV secrets engine at developers/ with version 5 of a secret and options for delete/create:

* C: KV V2 is indicated by versioning (version 5 and four previous versions). KV v1 doesn't support versioning, per the KV v2
documentation.

* D: The path developers/ is the mount point, as secrets are accessed under this path, consistent with Vault's mount structure.

* E: Four previous versions (v1-v4) exist if v5 is current, a feature of KV v2's versioning,

* F: Delete and create options in the Ul imply permissions beyond list and read, such as delete and create or update, per Vault's Ul
behavior reflecting policy capabilities.

* A: KV vl lacks versioning, so this is incorrect.

* B: The delete option's presence suggests permission exists, though Ul visibility isn't a definitive policy check-still, it's typically
mndicative.

References:

KV Secrets Engine v2 Docs

Vault Ul Tutorial

NEW QUESTION # 95
Beyond encryption and decryption of data, which of the following is not a function of the Transit secrets engine?

A. Store the encrypted data securely in Vault for retrieval
B. Act as a source of random bytes

C. Generate hashes and HMACs of data

D. Sign and verify data

Answer: A

Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed in Depth Explanation:

The Transit secrets engine focuses on cryptographic operations, not storage. The HashiCorp Vault documentation states: '"The transit
secrets engine handles cryptographic functions on data in-transit. Vault doesn't store the data sent to the secrets engine. It can also
be viewed as 'cryptography as a service' or

'encryption as a service'. The transit secrets engine can also sign and verify data; generate hashes and HMACs of data; and act as a
source of random bytes." It emphasizes: "Vault does not store the data sent to the secrets engine," makingstore the encrypted data
(C) incorrect.Generate hashes’ HMACs (A),sign/verify (B), andrandom bytes (D)are all supported functions.



Thus, C is correct.
Reference:
HashiCorp Vault Documentation - Transit Secrets Engine

NEW QUESTION # 96
True or False? The Vault Secrets Operator does NOT encrypt client cache, such as Vault tokens and leases, by default in
Kubernetes Secrets.

o A True
e B. False

Answer: A

Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed in Depth Explanation:

* A:VSO doesn't encrypt client cache by default; it requires extra configuration. Correct.

* Bincorrect; encryption is optional, not default.

Overall Explanation from Vault Docs:

"Client cache persistence and encryption are not enabled by default... Requires Transit engine configuration.”
Referencehttps//developer.hashicorp.com/vault/docs/platform/k8s/vso/sources/vault#vault-client-cache

NEW QUESTION # 97
Your application cannot manage authentication with Vault, but it can communicate with a local service to retrieve secrets. What
solution can enable your app to generate dynamic credentials from Vault?

A. Vault Proxy with Auto-Auth feature enabled

B. Vault Agent with environment variable secret jection
C. Vault Proxy with caching feature enabled

D. Vault Agent with the templating feature configured

Answer: A

Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed in Depth Explanation:

For an application that cannot manage authentication with Vault but can commumnicate with a local service, the Vault Proxy with
Auto- Auth feature enabledis the optimal solution. The HashiCorp Vault documentation states that Vault Proxy can "act as a proxy
between Vault and the application, optionally simplifying the authentication process." The Auto-Auth feature allows the proxy to
handle authentication on behalf of the application, enabling it to generate dynamic credentials without the application needing to
manage the authentication process directly. This aligns perfectly with the requirement of delegating authentication to a local service.
Vault Proxy with cachingimproves performance by caching responses but does not inherently handle authentication, missing the core
need. Vault Agent with environment variable secret injectioninjects secrets into the application's environment but assumes the agent
manages authentication, which the application cannot do. Vault Agent with templatinggenerates credentials based on templates but
still requires authentication management, which the application cannot handle. Vault Proxy with Auto- Auth uniquely addresses this by
offloading authentication responsibilities.

Reference:

HashiCorp Vault Documentation - Vault Agent and Proxy

NEW QUESTION # 98
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