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dbt Labs dbt Analytics Engineering Certification Exam Sample Questions
(Q176-Q181):

NEW QUESTION # 176
13. An analyst on your team has informed you that the business logic creating the is_active column of your stg_users model is
ncorrect.

Youupdate the colunn logic to:
case

when state ='Active’'

then true

else false

end as is_active
Which test can you add on the state column to support your expectations of the source data? Choose 1 option.

e A - name: state
tests:
- not_null
- m]iqlle
e B.-nane:is_active
tests:
- accepted _values:
values: ['active', 'churned’, 'trial' |
- not_mull
e C.-name:is_active
tests:
- not_null
- unique
® D. - name: state
tests:
- accepted_values:
values: ['active’, 'churned', 'trial ]
- not_null

Answer: D

Explanation:

The purpose of this question is to determine how to validate that the mput values in the state column support the business logic that
determines the is_active field. Since the logic checks whether state ='Active', it is critical that the state column only contains values
that the business process expects. In the example shown, acceptable states appear to be: 'active’, 'churned', and 'trial'.

The correct way to enforce this expectation is to apply an accepted values test on the state colunn. This ensures that any
unexpected state (e.g,, "'nactive’, 'pending, 'deleted’, or NULL) will cause the test to fail, alerting the team that the upstream system
is producing unexpected or invalid values. Additionally, adding not_null ensures every user record contains a valid state.

Option A is the only configuration that applies the accepted values test to the correct column (state) and reflects the expected
domain of values.

Options B and D incorrectly apply tests to the derived column is_active, not the source column that needs validation. Option C only
checks nullability and uniqueness, which does not validate the range of allowed values and thus does not protect the business logic.
Therefore, Option A is the only correct answer.

NEW QUESTION # 177
Security best practices dictate that data warehouse access should follow a "least privilege" principle. How would you implement this
within dbt environments?

e A Leverage dbt's built-in grants mechanism to fine-tune object-level access within models.

¢ B. Create separate data warehouse user accounts for development, staging, and production, each with minimal required
permissions.

e C. Restrict access to sensitive data in development and staging environments using encryption or masking techniques.

¢ D. A combination of the above approaches.

Answer: D



Explanation:
A: Separate accounts limit the impact of any security breach- B: dbt grants provide model-aware access control. C: Data protection
should be present even in non-production environments.

NEW QUESTION # 178
You need to roll out a database migration mid-month. It requires changes to some of your dbt model schemas. How would you
manage a smooth transition?

A. Duplicate models, modifying them for the new schema, and switch over in your job configuration.

B. Use feature branches and environment-aware logic in dbt to allow pre- and post-migration versions to coexist temporarily.
C. Pause all dbt jobs until after the database migration is fully completed.

D. Deploy model changes alongside database changes, accepting potential errors for a period.

Answer: B

Explanation:
C allows for gradual rollout and controlled testing, A' would lead to downtime, B potentially too much downtime, and D increases
maintenance overhead.

NEW QUESTION # 179
A critical model fails with a non-descriptive error. You suspect a third-party package used in the model. How might you narrow
down the problem?

A. Run the package's models in isolation to see if the error reproduces.

B. Temporarily disable the package and try running the model.

C. Add -log-format json to your dbt run command to get more structured error output.

D. Examine recent commits or releases of the package for changes that might have introduced a bug,

Answer: D

Explanation:
Start by understanding if the problem lies within the package itself. Disabling or isolating package models can help. Structured
logging is useful for analysis.

NEW QUESTION # 180
You create tests to validate counts and timestamps against a baseline dataset. The tests fail unexpectedly. What might be possible
root causes?

A. Your upstream ETL process has a logic error, leading to incorrect data.

B. Your tests are too strict and need more generous tolerances.

C. The baseline dataset itself has become corrupted

D. There are differences in data types or time zone handling between the model and baseline.

Answer: A,B,C,D

Explanation:
Each scenario could cause a baseline comparison test to fail, covering issues in the data pipeline, the baseline, and the test logic itself.

NEW QUESTION # 181
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