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Topic 1

Planning and Installation: This section of the exam measures skills of the security engineer and covers the
deployment process, objectives, and required resources such as hardware, software, data sources, and
integrations for Cortex XDR. It also includes understanding and explaining the deployment and functionality
of components like the XDR agent, Broker VM, XDR Collector, and Cloud Identity Engine. Additionally,
it assesses the ability to configure user roles, permissions, and access controls, as well as knowledge of
data retention and compute unit considerations.

Topic 2

Ingestion and Automation: This section of the exam measures skills of the security engineer and covers
onboarding various data sources including NGFW, network, cloud, and identity systems. It also includes
managing simple automation rules, configuring Broker VM applets and clusters, setting up XDR Collectors,
and creating parsing rules for data normalization and automation within the Cortex XDR environment.

Topic 3

Cortex XDR Agent Configuration: This section of the exam measures skills of the XDR engineer and
covers configuring endpoint prevention profiles and policies, setting up endpoint extension profiles, and
managing endpoint groups. The focus is on ensuring endpoints are properly protected and policies are
consistently applied across the organization.

Topic 4

Detection and Reporting: This section of the exam measures skills of the detection engineer and covers
creating detection rules to meet security requirements, including correlation, custom prevention rules, and
the use of behavioral indicators of compromise (BIOCs) and indicators of compromise (IOCs). It also
assesses configuring exceptions and exclusions, as well as building custom dashboards and reporting
templates for effective threat detection and reporting.

Topic 5

Maintenance and Troubleshooting: This section of the exam measures skills of the XDR engineer and
covers managing software component updates for Cortex XDR, such as content, agents, Collectors, and
Broker VM. It also includes troubleshooting data management issues like data ingestion and parsing, as
well as resolving issues with Cortex XDR components to ensure ongoing system reliability and
performance.

Palo Alto Networks XDR Engineer Sample Questions (Q27-Q32):
NEW QUESTION # 27 
An XDR engineer is creating a correlation rule to monitor login activity on specific systems. When the activity is identified, an alert is
created. The alerts are being generated properly but are missing the username when viewed. How can the username information be
included in the alerts?

A. Add a drill-down query to the alert which pulls the username field
B. Update the query in the correlation rule to include the username field
C. Select "Initial Access" in the MITRE ATT&CK mapping to include the username
D. Add a mapping for the username field in the alert fields mapping

Answer: D

Explanation:
In Cortex XDR,correlation rulesare used to detect specific patterns or behaviors (e.g., login activity) by analyzing ingested data and
generating alerts when conditions are met. For an alert to include specific fields likeusername, the field must be explicitly mapped in
thealert fields mappingconfiguration of the correlation rule. This mapping determines which fields from theunderlying dataset are
included in the generated alert's details.
In this scenario, the correlation rule is correctly generating alerts for login activity, but theusernamefield is missing. This indicates that
the correlation rule's query may be identifying the relevant events, but the usernamefield is not included in the alert's output fields. To
resolve this, the engineer must update thealert fields mappingin the correlation rule to explicitly include theusernamefield, ensuring it
appears in the alert details when viewed.
* Correct Answer Analysis (C):Adding a mapping for theusernamefield in thealert fields mapping ensures that the field is extracted
from the dataset and included in the alert's metadata. This is done in the correlation rule configuration, where administrators can
specify which fields to include in the alert output.
* Why not the other options?
* A. Select "Initial Access" in the MITRE ATT&CK mapping to include the username:
Mapping to a MITRE ATT&CK technique like "Initial Access" defines the type of attack or behavior, not specific fields
likeusername. This does not address the missing field issue.



* B. Update the query in the correlation rule to include the username field: While the correlation rule's query must reference
theusernamefield to detect relevant events, including it in the query alone does not ensure it appears in the alert's output. Thealert
fields mappingis still required.
* D. Add a drill-down query to the alert which pulls the username field: Drill-down queries are used for additional investigation after
an alert is generated, not for including fields in the alert itself. This does not solve the issue of missingusernamein the alert details.
Exact Extract or Reference:
TheCortex XDR Documentation Portaldescribes correlation rule configuration: "To include specific fields in generated alerts,
configure the alert fields mapping in the correlation rule to map dataset fields, such as username, to the alert output" (paraphrased
from the Correlation Rules section). TheEDU-262: Cortex XDR Investigation and Responsecourse covers detection engineering,
stating that "alert fields mapping determines which data fields are included in alerts generated by correlation rules" (paraphrased from
course materials). ThePalo Alto Networks Certified XDR Engineer datasheetincludes "detection engineering" as a key exam topic,
encompassing correlation rule configuration.
References:
Palo Alto Networks Cortex XDR Documentation Portal:https://docs-cortex.paloaltonetworks.com/ EDU-262: Cortex XDR
Investigation and Response Course Objectives Palo Alto Networks Certified XDR Engineer
Datasheet:https://www.paloaltonetworks.com/services/education
/certification#xdr-engineer

NEW QUESTION # 28 
What should be configured in Cortex XDR to integrate asset data from Microsoft Azure for better visibility and incident
investigation?

A. Azure Network Watcher
B. Cloud Identity Engine
C. Cloud Inventory
D. Microsoft 365

Answer: C

Explanation:
Cortex XDR supports integration with cloud platforms like Microsoft Azure to ingest asset data, improving visibility into cloud-based
assets and enhancing incident investigation by correlating cloud events with endpoint and network data. TheCloud Inventoryfeature
in Cortex XDR is designed to collect and manage asset data from cloud providers, including Azure, providing details such as virtual
machines, storage accounts, and network configurations.
* Correct Answer Analysis (C):Cloud Inventoryshould be configured to integrate asset data from Microsoft Azure. This feature
allows Cortex XDR to pull in metadata about Azure assets, such as compute instances, networking resources, and configurations,
enabling better visibility and correlation during incident investigations. Administrators configure Cloud Inventory by connecting to
Azure via API credentials (e.g., using an Azure service principal) to sync asset data into Cortex XDR.
* Why not the other options?
* A. Azure Network Watcher: Azure Network Watcher is a Microsoft Azure service for monitoring and diagnosing network issues,
but it is not directly integrated with Cortex XDR for asset data ingestion.
* B. Cloud Identity Engine: The Cloud Identity Engine integrates with identity providers (e.g., Azure AD) to sync user and group
data for identity-based threat detection, not for general asset data like VMs or storage.
* D. Microsoft 365: Microsoft 365 integration in Cortex XDR is for ingesting email and productivity suite data (e.g., from Exchange
or Teams), not for Azure asset data.
Exact Extract or Reference:
TheCortex XDR Documentation Portalexplains cloud integrations: "Cloud Inventory integrates with Microsoft Azure to collect asset
data, enhancing visibility and incident investigation byproviding details on cloud resources" (paraphrased from the Cloud Inventory
section). TheEDU-260: Cortex XDR Prevention and Deploymentcourse covers cloud data integration, stating that "Cloud Inventory
connects to Azure to ingest asset metadata for improved visibility" (paraphrased from course materials). ThePalo Alto Networks
Certified XDR Engineer datasheetincludes "data ingestion and integration" as a key exam topic, encompassing Cloud Inventory
setup.
References:
Palo Alto Networks Cortex XDR Documentation Portal:https://docs-cortex.paloaltonetworks.com/ EDU-260: Cortex XDR
Prevention and Deployment Course Objectives Palo Alto Networks Certified XDR Engineer
Datasheet:https://www.paloaltonetworks.com/services/education
/certification#xdr-engineer



NEW QUESTION # 29 
When using Kerberos as the authentication method for Pathfinder, which two settings must be validated on the DNS server?
(Choose two.)

A. AD DS-integrated zones
B. Reverse DNS records
C. Reverse DNS zone
D. DNS forwarders

Answer: B,C

Explanation:
Pathfinderin Cortex XDR is a tool for discovering unmanaged endpoints in a network, often using authentication methods
likeKerberosto access systems securely. Kerberos authentication relies heavily on DNS for resolving hostnames and ensuring proper
communication between clients, servers, and the Kerberos Key Distribution Center (KDC). Specific DNS settings must be
validated to ensure Kerberos authentication works correctly for Pathfinder.
* Correct Answer Analysis (B, C):
* B. Reverse DNS zone: Areverse DNS zoneis required to map IP addresses to hostnames (PTR records), which Kerberos uses to
verify the identity of servers and clients. Without a properly configured reverse DNS zone, Kerberos authentication may fail due to
hostname resolution issues.
* C. Reverse DNS records:Reverse DNS records(PTR records) within the reverse DNS zone must be correctly configured for all
relevant hosts. These records ensure that IP addresses resolve to the correct hostnames, which is critical for Kerberos to
authenticate Pathfinder's access to endpoints.
* Why not the other options?
* A. DNS forwarders: DNS forwarders are used to route DNS queries to external servers when a local DNS server cannot resolve
them. While useful for general DNS resolution, they are not specifically required for Kerberos authentication or Pathfinder.
* D. AD DS-integrated zones: Active Directory Domain Services (AD DS)-integrated zones enhance DNS management in AD
environments, but they are not strictly required for Kerberos authentication. Kerberos relies on proper forward and reverse DNS
resolution, not AD-specific DNS configurations.
Exact Extract or Reference:
TheCortex XDR Documentation Portalexplains Pathfinder configuration: "For Kerberos authentication, ensure that the DNS server
has a properly configured reverse DNS zone and reverse DNS records to support hostname resolution" (paraphrased from the
Pathfinder Configuration section). TheEDU-260: Cortex XDR Prevention and Deploymentcourse covers Pathfinder setup, stating
that "Kerberos requires valid reverse DNS zones and PTR records for authentication" (paraphrased from course materials). ThePalo
Alto Networks Certified XDR Engineer datasheetincludes "planning and installation" as a key exam topic, encompassing Pathfinder
authentication settings.
References:
Palo Alto Networks Cortex XDR Documentation Portal:https://docs-cortex.paloaltonetworks.com/ EDU-260: Cortex XDR
Prevention and Deployment Course Objectives Palo Alto Networks Certified XDR Engineer
Datasheet:https://www.paloaltonetworks.com/services/education
/certification#xdr-engineer

NEW QUESTION # 30 
Which two steps should be considered when configuring the Cortex XDR agent for a sensitive and highly regulated environment?
(Choose two.)

A. Create an agent settings profile, enable content auto-update, and include a delay of four days
B. Create an agent settings profile where the agent upgrade scope is maintenance releases only
C. Enable minor content version updates
D. Enable critical environment versions

Answer: A,B

Explanation:
In a sensitive and highly regulated environment (e.g., healthcare, finance), Cortex XDR agent configurations must balance security
with stability and compliance. This often involves controlling agent upgrades and content updates to minimize disruptions while
ensuring timely protection updates. The following steps are recommended to achieve this balance.
* Correct Answer Analysis (B, C):
* B. Create an agent settings profile where the agent upgrade scope is maintenance releases only: In regulated environments,
frequent agent upgrades can introduce risks of instability or compatibility issues. Limiting upgrades tomaintenance releases only(e.g.,



bug fixes and minor updates, not major version changes) ensures stability while addressing critical issues. This is configured in the
agent settings profile to control the upgrade scope.
* C. Create an agent settings profile, enable content auto-update, and include a delay of four days: Content updates (e.g.,
Behavioral Threat Protection rules, localanalysis logic) are critical for maintaining protection but can be delayed in regulated
environments to allow for testing.
Enablingcontent auto-updatewith afour-day delayensures that updates are applied automatically but provides a window to validate
changes, reducing the risk of unexpected behavior.
* Why not the other options?
* A. Enable critical environment versions: There is no specific "critical environment versions" setting in Cortex XDR. This option
appears to be a misnomer and does not align with standard agent configuration practices for regulated environments.
* D. Enable minor content version updates: While enabling minor content updates can be useful, it does not provide the control
needed in a regulated environment (e.g., a delay for testing).
Option C (auto-update with a delay) is a more comprehensive and appropriate step.
Exact Extract or Reference:
TheCortex XDR Documentation Portalexplains agent configurations for regulated environments: "In sensitive environments, configure
agent settings profiles to limit upgrades to maintenance releases and enable content auto-updates with a delay (e.g., four days) to
ensure stability and compliance" (paraphrased from the Agent Settings section). TheEDU-260: Cortex XDR Prevention and
Deploymentcourse covers agent management, stating that "maintenance-only upgrades and delayed content updates are
recommended for regulated environments to balance security and stability" (paraphrased from course materials). ThePalo Alto
Networks Certified XDR Engineer datasheetincludes "Cortex XDR agent configuration" as a key exam topic, encompassing settings
for regulated environments.
References:
Palo Alto Networks Cortex XDR Documentation Portal:https://docs-cortex.paloaltonetworks.com/ EDU-260: Cortex XDR
Prevention and Deployment Course Objectives Palo Alto Networks Certified XDR Engineer
Datasheet:https://www.paloaltonetworks.com/services/education
/certification#xdr-engineer

NEW QUESTION # 31 
A cloud administrator reports high network bandwidth costs attributed to Cortex XDR operations and asks for bandwidth usage to
be optimized without compromising agent functionality. Which two techniques should the engineer implement? (Choose two.)

A. Enable agent content management bandwidth control
B. Enable minor content version updates
C. Configure P2P download sources for agent upgrades and content updates
D. Deploy a Broker VM and activate the local agent settings applet

Answer: A,C

Explanation:
Cortex XDR agents communicate with the cloud for tasks like receiving content updates, agent upgrades, and sending telemetry
data, which can consume significant network bandwidth. To optimize bandwidth usage without compromising agent functionality, the
engineer should implement techniques that reduce network traffic while maintaining full detection, prevention, and response
capabilities.
* Correct Answer Analysis (A, C):
* A. Configure P2P download sources for agent upgrades and content updates: Peer-to-Peer (P2P) download sources allow
Cortex XDR agents to share content updates and agent upgrades with other agents on the same network, reducing the need for each
agent to download data directly from the cloud. This significantly lowers bandwidth usage, especially in environments with many
endpoints.
* C. Enable agent content management bandwidth control: Cortex XDR provides bandwidth control settings in theContent
Managementconfiguration, allowing administrators to limit the bandwidth used for content updates and agent communications. This
feature throttles data transfers to minimize network impact while ensuring updates are still delivered.
* Why not the other options?
* B. Enable minor content version updates: Enabling minor content version updates ensures agents receive incremental updates, but
this alone does not significantly optimize bandwidth, as it does not address the volume or frequency of data transfers. It is a standard
practice but not a primary bandwidth optimization technique.
* D. Deploy a Broker VM and activate the local agent settings applet: A Broker VM can act as a local proxy for agent
communications, potentially reducing cloud traffic, but thelocal agent settings appletis used for configuring agent settings locally, not
for bandwidth optimization.
Additionally, deploying a Broker VM requires significant setup and may not directly address bandwidth for content updates or
upgrades compared to P2P or bandwidth control.



Exact Extract or Reference:
TheCortex XDR Documentation Portaldescribes bandwidth optimization: "P2P download sources enable agents to share content
updates and upgrades locally, reducing cloud bandwidth usage" and "Content Management bandwidth control allows administrators
to limit the network impact of agent updates" (paraphrased from the Agent Management and Content Updates sections). TheEDU-
260: Cortex XDR Prevention and Deploymentcourse covers post-deployment optimization, stating that "P2P downloads and
bandwidth control settings are key techniques for minimizing network usage" (paraphrased from course materials). ThePalo Alto
Networks Certified XDR Engineer datasheetincludes "post-deployment management and configuration" as a key exam topic,
encompassing bandwidth optimization.
References:
Palo Alto Networks Cortex XDR Documentation Portal:https://docs-cortex.paloaltonetworks.com/ EDU-260: Cortex XDR
Prevention and Deployment Course Objectives Palo Alto Networks Certified XDR Engineer
Datasheet:https://www.paloaltonetworks.com/services/education
/certification#xdr-engineer

NEW QUESTION # 32
......
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materials cover most of knowledge points for the exam, and you can have a good command of these knowledge points through
practicing, and you can also improve your professional ability in the process of learning. In addition, XDR-Engineer Exam Dumps
have free demo for you to have a try, so that you can know what the complete version is like. We offer you free update for one
year, and the update version will be sent to your mail automatically.
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