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Palo Alto Networks PCCP Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

o Cybersecurity:This section of the exam measures skills of a Cybersecurity Practitioner and covers
fundamental concepts of cybersecurity, including the components of the authentication, authorization, and
accounting (AAA) framework, attacker techniques as defined by the MITRE ATT&CK framework, and
key principles of Zero Trust such as continuous monitoring and least privilege access. It also addresses
understanding advanced persistent threats (APT) and common security technologies like identity and
access management (IAM), multi-factor authentication (MFA), mobile device and application
management, and email security.
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¢ Endpoint Security: This domain is aimed at an Endpoint Security Analyst and covers identifying indicators
of compromise (IOCs) and understanding the limits of signature-based anti-malware. It includes concepts
like User and Entity Behavior Analytics (UEBA), endpoint detection and response (EDR), and extended
Topic 2 detection and response (XDR). It also describes behavioral threat prevention and endpoint security
technologies such as host-based firewalls, intrusion prevention systems, device control, application control,
disk encryption, patch management, and features of Cortex XDR.

¢ Security Operations: This final section measures skills of a Security Operations Analyst and covers key
characteristics and practices of threat hunting and incident response processes. It explains functions and
benefits of security information and event management (SIEM) platforns, security orchestration,

Topic 3 automation, and response (SOAR) tools, and attack surface management (ASM) platforms. It also

highlights the functionalities of Cortex solutions, including XSOAR, Xpanse, and XSIAM, and describes

services offered by Palo Alto Networks’ Unit 42.

Palo Alto Networks Certified Cybersecurity Practitioner Sample Questions

(Q26-Q31):

NEW QUESTION # 26
Which security fimction enables a firewall to validate the operating system version of a device before granting it network access?

A. Host intrusion prevention system (HIPS)

B. Stateless packet inspection

C. Identity Threat Detection and Response (ITDR)
D. Sandboxing

Answer: A

Explanation:

Host Intrusion Prevention Systerns (HIPS) operate on endpoints to enforce security policies by monitoring system calls, file integrity,
and configuration settings. HIPS can validate device compliance, including operating system versions and patch levels, before
permitting network access. This capability prevents vulnerable or outdated devices from becoming attack vectors. Palo Alto
Networks integrates HIPS functionalities in its endpoint security solutions, providing granular control to enforce organizational
security standards and reduce risk from non-compliant endpoints. Unlike network-based inspection, HIPS works locally on hosts to
stop threats at their origin.

NEW QUESTION # 27
Match each tunneling protocol to its definition.

Answer Area

L2TP Commonly uses PAP, CHAP, and
MS-CHAP
PPTP Layer 2 tunneling protocol usually

paired with IPSec

TLS A tunneling protocol primarily used
for remote access via SSL

LoTP An asymmetric encryption protocol
used to secure communications

Answer:

Explanation:
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NEW QUESTION # 28
Which type of system collects data and uses correlation rules to trigger alarms?

A. SOAR
B. UEBA
C. SIEM
D. SIM

Answer: C

Explanation:
A Security Information and Event Management (SIEM) system collects data from various sources (logs, events, etc.) and uses
correlation rules to analyze this data and trigger alarms when suspicious or predefined patterns are detected.

NEW QUESTION # 29

Which capability of a Zero Trust network security architecture leverages the combination of application, user, and content
identification to prevent unauthorized access?

A. Inspection of all traffic

B. Cyber threat protection

C. Least privileges access control
D. Network segmentation

Answer: C

Explanation:

Least privileges access control is the capability of a Zero Trust network security architecture that leverages the combination of
application, user, and content identification to prevent unauthorized access. Least privileges access control means that users and
devices are only granted the permissions they need to perform their tasks, and nothing more. This helps reduce the attack surface
and makes it more difficult for attackers to gain access to sensitive data or resources. Least privileges access control is based on the
principle of Zero Trust, which assumes that there are attackers both within and outside of the network, so no users or devices should




be automatically trusted. Zero Trust verifies user identity and privileges as well as device identity and security, and requires end-to-
end encryption. Least privileges access control also involves careful management of user permissions and network segmentation,
which limit the amount of information and length of time people can access something, and contain the damage if someone does get
unauthorized access. References: What Is Zero Trust Architecture? | Microsoft Security, Zero Trust security | What is a Zero Trust
network? | Cloudflare, What is Zero Trust Architecture? | SANS Institute, What Is a Zero Trust Architecture? | Zscaler, What is
Zero Trust Architecture (ZTA)? - CrowdStrike.

NEW QUESTION # 30
What are three benefits of SD-WAN infrastructure? (Choose three.)

A. Utilizing zero-touch provisioning for automated deployments

B. Leveraging remote site routing technical support by relying on MPLS

C. Promoting simplicity through the utilization of a centralized management structure

D. Improving performance by allowing efficient access to cloud-based resources without requiring back- haul traffic to a
centralized location

¢ E. Improving performance of SaaS applications by requiring all traffic to be back-hauled through the corporate headquarters
network

Answer: A,C,D

Explanation:

Simplicity: Because each device is centrally managed, with routing based on application policies, WAN managers can create and
update security rules in real time as network requirements change. Also, when SD- WAN is combined with zero-touch provisioning,
a feature that helps automate the deployment and configuration processes, organizations can further reduce the complexity,
resources, and operating expenses required to spin up new sites. # Improved performance: By allowing efficient access to cloud-
based resources without the need to backhaul traffic to centralized locations, organizations can provide a better user experience.

NEW QUESTION # 31
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