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dbt Labs dbt Analytics Engineering Certification Exam Sample Questions
(Q27-Q32):
NEW QUESTION # 27 
You want to configure dbt to prevent tests from running if one or more of their parent models is unselected.
Which test command should you execute?
Choose 1 option.

A. dbt test --select "orders" --indirect-selection=empty
B. dbt test --select "orders" --indirect-selection=buildable
C. dbt test --select "orders"
D. dbt test --select "orders" --indirect-selection=cautious

Answer: A
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Explanation:
The correct answer is A: dbt test --select "orders" --indirect-selection=empty".
In dbt, the --indirect-selection flag controls how dbt handles indirectly related resources during selection, such as tests whose parent
models may or may not be selected. By default, dbt may include related resources depending on the selection behavior.
indirect-selection=empty is the strictest form of selection. It means that dbt will not run tests whose parent models are not explicitly
selected, even if the tests are indirectly related. This prevents executing tests on models that you did not intend to build or include in
your workflow, ensuring test execution is tightly scoped.
Other options behave differently:
* Option B (no indirect-selection flag) uses dbt's default behavior, which does include related tests, meaning tests could run even
when their parent models were not selected.
* Option C: buildable includes resources that can be built (e.g., when downstream dependencies require them).
* Option D: cautious runs tests if their parents are selected transitively through dependencies.
Therefore, to prevent tests from running when parent models are unselected, you must use --indirect- selection=empty, making A the
correct choice.

NEW QUESTION # 28 
Given this dbt_project.yml:
name: "jaffle_shop"
version: "1.0.0"
config-version: 2
profile: "snowflake"
model-paths: ["models"]
macro-paths: ["macros"]
snapshot-paths: ["snapshots"]
target-path: "target"
clean-targets:
- "logs"
- "target"
- "dbt_modules"
- "dbt_packages"
models:
jaffle-shop:
+materialized: table
...and this warning when compiling your project:
[WARNING]: Configuration paths exist in your dbt_project.yml file which do not apply to any resources.
There are 1 unused configuration paths:
- models.jaffle-shop
What is the root cause?
A run hook in the jaffle_shop project was defined with an incorrect regular expression.

A. Yes
B. No

Answer: B

Explanation:
The true root cause is not related to run hooks or regular expressions. The warning clearly indicates that dbt found a configuration
path that does not match any actual model path inside the project. In this case, the config block uses the key models.jaffle-shop,
which is incorrect because dbt model paths must match the folder structure and cannot contain hyphens unless the folder itself
contains a hyphen. Since the project folder is named jaffle_shop (with an underscore), dbt cannot map the configuration to any
model.
dbt evaluates configuration paths based on directory names under the models/ folder. A mismatch between the folder name and the
configuration key causes dbt to ignore the configuration entirely. This results in the warning:
"Configuration paths exist in your dbt_project.yml file which do not apply to any resources." This warning is specifically triggered
when dbt identifies unused configuration paths due to typos, incorrect nesting, or invalid identifiers. dbt does not interpret hyphens (-)
as valid Python identifiers for resource names, so a config path like models.jaffle-shop will never be applied.
Therefore, the assertion that the cause is a "run hook with an incorrect regular expression" is incorrect. The actual root cause is that
the configuration path uses the wrong name (jaffle-shop instead of jaffle_shop).



NEW QUESTION # 29 
Which of the following is true about restricting the usage of models in dbt?
Choose 1 option.

A. You must map your data platform roles to groups by specifying the role name in the configurations.
B. Data platform user emails can be used to determine who can reference a model.
C. Model groups can limit references by other models which aren't in the same group.
D. Restrictions are set by defining the models and Git user groups approved for usage.

Answer: C

Explanation:
The correct answer is C: Model groups can limit references by other models which aren't in the same group.
According to the dbt documentation, dbt provides a formal access-control mechanism for models through model groups and the
access property. Models can be assigned to groups, and each model can be marked as public, protected, or private. The purpose
of this system is to create clear boundaries within a project, making it possible to control which models are allowed to reference
others. Specifically, dbt enforces rules where models in a group can restrict references from models outside that group, which helps
maintain modularity and prevents accidental coupling of unrelated data layers. This is extremely valuable in large analytics engineering
projects where teams manage different domains or data products.
Option A is incorrect because dbt does not use Git user groups or any form of identity-based access control for model usage.
Option B is incorrect because dbt does not integrate with warehouse roles for controlling model references-access is handled strictly
within the dbt project's metadata. Option D is incorrect because user emails or platform identities have no role in determining which
models can reference others. dbt enforces usage rules only through its metadata-driven grouping and access configuration system.

NEW QUESTION # 30 
You are working with git to version control the dbt logic.
Order these steps to add or modify transformations to your dbt project.

Answer:

Explanation:



* Create a new branch in git and switch to itB. Update the dbt code according to the new logic
C. Create a Pull / Merge RequestD. Run some automated CI checks and/or manual review of the updated codeE. Merge the
updated code to the main git branch
* Version control best practices in dbt follow the same engineering workflow used in modern software development. The first step is
always to create a new git branch and switch into it, ensuring all work is isolated from production-ready code and allowing your
team to develop safely without affecting others.
Once inside the feature branch, you update the dbt code according to the new logic, which may include modifying models, tests,
macros, or documentation.
* Next, you create a Pull Request (PR), also known as a Merge Request, to propose integrating your changes into the main branch.
This is important because dbt projects are collaborative, and PRs facilitate peer review, enforce project standards, and prevent
regressions. Once the PR is created, automated CI pipelines-such as running dbt build, schema tests, data quality checks, and code-
style checks-are executed. Reviewers may also manually inspect code for logic correctness, naming conventions, and modeling
consistency.
* After all checks have passed and reviewers approve the PR, the final step is to merge the updated code into the main branch,
making the new transformations part of the production dbt project. This workflow ensures governance, reliability, and auditable
development practices, all of which are core principles in analytics engineering.

NEW QUESTION # 31 
Is this materialization supported by Python models in dbt?
Ephemeral

A. Yes
B. No

Answer: B

Explanation:
dbt Python models support a limited set of materializations because they rely on execution within the data platform's Python compute
engine (such as Snowpark for Snowflake, Dataproc for BigQuery, or Spark).
These engines require models to materialize into actual relations-tables or views-in order to persist the results of Python-based
transformations.
The ephemeral materialization, however, is fundamentally incompatible with this behavior. Ephemeral models do not create relations
in the warehouse; instead, dbt inlines their SQL logic directly into downstream models. Since Python models cannot be inlined (they
execute Python code, not SQL), dbt does not allow ephemeral Python models. dbt requires Python model outputs to be
materialized as either:
* table
* view
* incremental
Therefore, ephemeral is not supported for Python models, and attempting to configure a Python model as ephemeral will result in a
compilation error.
The reason is straightforward: ephemeral logic depends on SQL compilation, while Python models depend on executing Python
code in the data platform. Because these mechanisms are incompatible, dbt restricts Python models to relational materializations



only.
Thus, the correct answer is No - ephemeral is not supported for Python models.

NEW QUESTION # 32
......
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