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Construction Specifications Institute CDT Exam Syllabus Topics:

Section ‘ Weight ‘ Objectives
- Construction Administration

e 1. Submittals and RFIs
e 2. Change management
¢ 3. Quality assurance and quality control

Construction 15%

- Project Planning

99 ¢ 1. Risk management
’ e 2. Cost estimating
e 3. Scheduling

Preconstruction

- Design Development

¢ 1. BIM and documentation
e 2. Programming and schematic design
e 3. Design coordination

Design Process 12%

- Documentation and Specifications

e 1. Document coordination
e 2. MasterFormat and SectionFormat
¢ 3. Drawings and specifications

Construction Documents 22%

- Project Delivery Methods

e 1. Design-build
e 2. Design-bid-build
e 3. Construction management

Project Concept and Delivery 11%
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- Facility Operations

¢ |. Maintenance and operations
e 2. Commissioning
e 3. Sustamnability and lifecycle management

Lifecycle Activities 8%

- Construction Industry Basics

¢ 1. Construction terminology
¢ 2. Roles and responsibilities
e 3. Codes and standards

Fundamentals 13%

- Bidding and Negotiation

¢ 1. Addenda and substitutions
e 2. Procurement procedures
¢ 3. Bid evaluation

Procurement 10%
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HEE #47
‘When should a post-occupancy evaluation by the facility manager be performed?

A. One year affer substantial completion

B. Three to six months after initial occupancy
C. Just before the end of the warranty period
D. At the end of'the correction period

o2
m

: B

2 #48
During design, in a design-build delivery method, what is the design-builder responsible for delivering to the owner?

A. Geotechnical reports

B. Record documents

C. Construction documents
D. Submittals

o2
m

: C

EE #49
Under SectionFormat, where would the Article "Manufacturers" be found?

A. Part 2 only
B. Part 1 only
C. Part 3 only
D. Either Part 1 or Part 2
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HE: A

Y.

CSTI's SectionFormat establishes a standard three-part structure for specification sections:

* Part 1 - GeneralAdmmistrative and procedural requirements specific to that section (scope, related work, references, submittals,
quality assurance, delivery/storage, warranties, etc.).

* Part 2 - ProductsDescriptions of products, materials, and equipment required: manufacturers, materials, components, fabrication,
finishes, performance requirements, and similar.

* Part 3 - ExecutionField/application/installation requirements: examination, preparation, installation

/application procedures, tolerances, field quality control, adjustment, cleaning, protection, etc.

Within this structure, CSI specifically places "Manufacturers” as an article in Part 2 - Products. This is because Part 2 is where the
specifier identifies:

* Acceptable manufacturers or manufacturer list

* Standard products and models

* Performance or quality requirements associated with those manufacturers

* Product substitutions (if addressed by article structure)

Placing "Manufacturers" in Part 2 maintains consistency across specs and makes it clear that manufacturer- related information is
part of the product requirements, not administrative conditions or execution procedures.

Why the other options do not align with SectionFormat:

* A. Fither Part 1 or Part 2 Although some poorly structured sections in practice may misplace content, CSI's recommended
SectionFormat is explicit: manufacturers belong in Part 2 - Products.

Allowing Part 1 or Part 2 would blur the distinction between administrative requirements and product requirements.

* B. Part 1 onlyPart 1 is not intended for listing manufacturers. It covers general/administrative topics, not the specific products or
manufacturers.

* D. Part 3 onlyPart 3 deals with execution/istallation in the field, not who manufactures the products.

Manufacturer listing in Part 3 would conflict with CSI's structure and make the section harder to interpret and coordinate.
Therefore, under SectionFormat, the correct location for the "Manufacturers" article is Part 2 only (Option C).

Key CSI References (titles only, no links):

* CSI SectionFormat and PageFormat (official CSI format document).

* CSI Construction Specifications Practice Guide - chapters explaining the three-part section structure and where to place specific
articles such as "Manufacturers."

* CSI MasterFormat/SectionFormat training materials used for CDT preparation.

EHE #50
To obtain progress payments, the contractor must submit an application for payment itemized in accordance with what?

A. The construction schedule

B. The subcontractor's invoices
C. The schedule of values

D. The percentage of completion

HE. C

MY

CSI describes the schedule of values as the breakdown of the contract sum allocated to portions of the work (often by specification
section, building system, or major components). It is used as the basis for reviewing progress payments.

In CSl-aligned practice:

* Before the first application for payment, the contractor submits a schedule of values to the A/E for review.

* Each line tem represents a portion of the work with an assigned dollar amount.

* Every application for payment is itemized against that schedule-showing the percentage complete and corresponding dollar amount
for each item

Thus, the contractor's application is organized and itemized in accordance with the schedule of values, enabling the A/E and owner
to evaluate progress in a consistent, transparent way. That matches Option C.

Why the others are incomplete or incorrect in this context:

* A. The construction schedule - The construction schedule shows time and sequencing, not the cost breakdown used to itemize
payment requests.

* B. The subcontractor's invoices - These may support the contractor's internal accounting but do not define how the application for
payment must be structured for the owner.

* D. The percentage of completion - Percentage of completion is important, but it is applied to each line item in the schedule of
values. The question asks what the application must be itemized in accordance with, which is the schedule of values, not just



percentages.

CSlI-aligned references (no URLs):

* CSI Project Delivery Practice Guide - sections on construction phase payment procedures.

* CSI CDT Body of Knowledge - payment applications and use of schedule of values.

* Standard conditions of the contract as discussed in CSI materials - provisions on progress payments.

HEE #51
Within the context of the construction industry, what does BIM stand for?

A. Building Information Modeling
B. Building Interior Maintenance
C. Building Inspection Manual

D. Business Information Manual

HE: A

dE:

Comprehensive and Detailed Explanation From Exact Extract (CSI-based)

In CSI's project delivery and documentation discussions, BIM is consistently defined as "Building Information Modeling." CSI
describes BIM as:

* A digital representation of the physical and functional characteristics of a facility.

* A shared knowledge resource for information about a facility, forming a reliable basis for decisions during its life cycle.

* A tool that supports coordination, clash detection, documentation, quantity takeoff, and commumnication between design and
construction team members.

BIM models are used alongside, and coordinated with, drawings, specifications, and other contract documents, and they support
commumnication and decision-making throughout design, construction, and sometimes operation.

The other options are not recognized industry meanings of BIM:

* B. Business Information Manual - not a standard construction-industry term

* C. Building Interior Maintenance - does not match CSI or industry definitions of BIM.

* D. Building Inspection Manual - again, not the accepted meaning of BIM in the AEC context.

Therefore, in the construction context, BIM stands for "Building Information Modeling” (Option A).

Key CSI References (titles only):

* CSI Project Delivery Practice Guide - chapters addressing BIM and information management.

* CSI Construction Specifications Practice Guide - discussions of model-based delivery and coordination with specifications.
* CSI CDT Body of Knowledge - terminology and emerging practices including BIM.
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