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Proofpoint Certified Threat Protection Analyst Exam Sample Questions
(Q32-Q37):
NEW QUESTION # 32 
Which two threat protection capabilities are available as part of Proofpoint's Targeted Attack Protection (TAP)? (Select two.)

A. Provides protection against URL-based email threats
B. Cloud-based solution that remediates threats post-delivery
C. Training solution that drives user behavioral change
D. Protects users against threats in email attachments
E. Pulls malicious emails from user inbox after delivery

Answer: A,D

Explanation:
TAP is Proofpoint's detection and analysis layer for advanced email threats, with core capabilities focused on URL-based threats
and attachment-based threats. URL Defense (C) rewrites links and performs time-of-click analysis to block newly malicious
destinations and provide click telemetry for investigations. Attachment Defense (E) analyzes file payloads (including
sandbox/detonation and static reputation approaches depending on configuration) to detect malware and suspicious content that may
evade traditional gateway signatures.
These two capabilities are central to TAP's role in detection and analysis: they generate verdicts, campaign clustering, and exposure
metrics (Intended/At Risk/Impacted) used by SOC teams to prioritize response. Post- delivery remediation ("pull from inbox" or
"remediate post-delivery") is not TAP's primary function; that is typically handled by TRAP/Cloud Threat Response capabilities
(A/D). User training is handled by Proofpoint Security Awareness/ZenGuide solutions (B), which complement TAP by reducing
click rates and improving reporting, but are not TAP threat protection capabilities. TAP's value in IR is turning email threat content
(URLs/attachments) into actionable, scoped, measurable incidents.

NEW QUESTION # 33 
What type of threat does the Cloud Security Report help identify in connected environments?

A. Business Email Compromise
B. Malicious Insider
C. Ransomware
D. Account Takeover

Answer: D

Explanation:
The Cloud Security Report is designed to highlight risks and suspicious activity across connected cloud environments, with a strong
focus on indicators consistent with account takeover (ATO) (B). In Proofpoint cloud-connected contexts (e.g., cloud email and
SaaS integrations), ATO manifests through patterns such as unusual sign-in behavior, suspicious mailbox activity, anomalous sending,
unexpected forwarding rules, OAuth application consents, and risky access from new locations/devices. For IR, this is critical
because modern phishing frequently targets credentials and sessions rather than delivering executable malware, and compromised
cloud identities enable fast lateral movement through internal phishing, invoice fraud, and data access. Proofpoint reporting helps
analysts identify which users and accounts show the strongest compromise signals so they can prioritize containment: force password
reset, revoke refresh tokens/sessions, remove malicious inbox rules and forwarding, disable suspicious OAuth grants, and validate
MFA posture. While ransomware, insider risk, and BEC can be related outcomes, the Cloud Security Report's connected-
environment emphasis is on identity compromise signals and cloud account misuse-core ATO detection and investigation drivers.

NEW QUESTION # 34 
Evidence of an attack is no longer present due to a scheduled data purge. What would be the appropriate recommendation?
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A. Ignore the deletion of evidence as it cannot be recovered or used for any legal actions.
B. Re-evaluate the data retention policy to ensure evidence is adequately preserved.
C. Maintain the current data retention policy because it has been adequate until now.
D. Report the incident to the appropriate authorities for further investigation.

Answer: B

Explanation:
If evidence disappears due to routine purge, the correct recommendation is to re-evaluate retention to preserve artifacts needed for
investigations, legal review, and lessons learned (D). In Proofpoint-focused IR, key evidence often includes message traces (Smart
Search), TAP threat metadata (campaign association, URL
/attachment verdicts), click telemetry, quarantine/pull actions (TRAP), and raw message artifacts (.eml with full headers). If these are
purged too quickly, responders lose the ability to reconstruct timelines, confirm scope (who received/clicked), and prove
containment effectiveness. NIST-aligned preparation requires retention policies that match realistic detection and reporting windows-
especially for low-and-slow campaigns, supplier compromise, and credential abuse that may be discovered days or weeks later. The
recommendation is not to ignore the gap or assume "it was fine before"; it is to adjust retention to support IR requirements, including
longer log retention, mailbox audit log duration, and secure storage for forensic artifacts. In practice, teams define retention based on
regulatory obligations, business risk, and mean-time-to- detect, then implement controls to prevent premature deletion of high-value
evidence during active incidents.

NEW QUESTION # 35 
Which of the following is a useful training exercise for security analysts?

A. Network port scanning
B. Vulnerability scanning
C. Incident response tabletop
D. Updating standard operating procedures

Answer: C

Explanation:
An incident response tabletop (A) is a structured scenario-based exercise where analysts practice decision- making,
communications, evidence handling, and coordinated response under realistic constraints. In Proofpoint-focused IR, tabletops are
particularly valuable because email-led incidents require cross-team handoffs: SOC triage (TAP), mail admin actions (policy
changes, Smart Search validation), post-delivery remediation (TRAP quarantine/pull), identity containment (password resets, token
revocation, MFA), and business escalation (finance verification for BEC). Tabletop drills validate that playbooks are executable,
escalation contacts are correct, and the team can meet response SLAs (time-to-triage, time-to-contain). They also expose tooling
gaps (missing mailbox audit logs, insufficient retention, lack of automation for retroactive search/pull). Updating SOPs is important
but is documentation work, not a training exercise by itself.
Vulnerability scanning and port scanning are security assessment activities and can support overall security posture, but they do not
train analysts on the incident response lifecycle behaviors (triage, containment coordination, post-incident lessons learned) that drive
effective real-world response.

NEW QUESTION # 36 
Under what circumstances will TAP generate an email notification alert?

A. A message has been delivered to numerous recipients.
B. A click has been blocked to a malicious site.
C. A malicious attachment was blocked from delivery.
D. A malicious impostor message has been delivered.

Answer: D

Explanation:
TAP notification alerting is most valuable when there is meaningful risk to users-especially when a threat has been delivered and may
require immediate investigation and response. A delivered malicious impostor message (B) is a high-priority condition because it can
indicate BEC/executive impersonation or supplier impersonation, which often lacks malware indicators and can lead directly to
financial fraud or credential theft. Proofpoint workflows emphasize alerting on delivered threats because "blocked at the gateway"
events are already contained, while delivered impostor threats demand rapid action: validate recipient exposure, check user



interaction (reply/forward/click), execute post-delivery remediation (TRAP pull/quarantine), and coordinate business verification
steps (finance call-back procedures). While blocked clicks can be telemetry, the alert scenario in TAP training contexts typically
highlights delivered impostor threats as the condition warranting immediate attention since the attacker reached the user. TAP's
design aligns with IR triage:
prioritize what is active, delivered, and likely to cause harm if not rapidly contained.

NEW QUESTION # 37
......
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