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IBFCSM Certified Emergency and Disaster Professional Sample Questions
(Q11-Q16):
NEW QUESTION # 11 
What action would provide momentum to community resilience efforts?

A. Developing risk-informed mitigation plans
B. Promoting citizen awareness and reporting
C. Coordinating supply and housing priorities
D. Establishing local volunteer response teams

Answer: A
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Explanation:
According to the core tenets of the IBFCSM and federal emergency management frameworks such as the National Mitigation
Investment Strategy, developing risk-informed mitigation plans is the foundational action that provides long-term momentum to
community resilience. While citizen awareness and reporting (Option B) or resource coordination (Option C) are vital operational
components, they are often reactive or lack sustainability without a data-driven strategy. A risk-informed mitigation plan utilizes
Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment (HIRA) data to prioritize investments. By quantifying potential threats-such as flood
zones, seismic vulnerabilities, or industrial hazards-a community can move from a cycle of "disaster-repair- repeat" to a proactive
stance. This strategic alignment ensures that infrastructure projects, land-use planning, and building codes are designed to withstand
specific local threats.
When mitigation plans are risk-informed, they justify the allocation of federal and state grants, such as FEMA' s Hazard Mitigation
Assistance (HMA), which provides the financial momentum necessary to sustain large- scale resilience projects. Furthermore, these
plans foster momentum by integrating multiple stakeholders- including urban planners, emergency managers, and private sector
partners-into a unified vision. Under NFPA 1600 (Standard on Continuity, Emergency, and Crisis Management), resilience is
defined as the ability to adapt to changing conditions and withstand and rapidly recover from disruption. Risk-informed planning
provides the roadmap for this adaptation. It allows for the implementation of "nature-based solutions" and
"smart growth" that protect the economic and social fabric of the community. In the context of the CEDP curriculum, this reflects the
"Mitigation Phase," which is widely recognized as the most cost-effective way to reduce the impact of disasters. Studies consistently
show that every dollar spent on mitigation saves approximately six dollars in future disaster recovery costs. This economic efficiency
and strategic foresight are what truly sustain the momentum of local andnational resilience initiatives, ensuring that communities are
not just surviving disasters, but thriving in spite of them.

NEW QUESTION # 12 
Emergency and disaster response efforts begin at what point in time?

A. Official declaration
B. Mitigation completion
C. Incident recognition

Answer: C

Explanation:
In the timeline of a disaster, response efforts officially begin at the moment ofIncident recognition. This is the point where an
individual or agency identifies that an emergency situation exists that requires action. While anOfficial declaration(Option A)-such as
a local, state, or federal disaster declaration-is critical for unlocking funding and legal authorities, it often happens hours or even days
after the initial response has already begun. First responders (Fire, Police, EMS) are typically on the scene and performing life-
saving actions based solely on the recognition of the hazard.
Mitigation completion (Option B) refers to the end of long-term projects designed to reduce risk (like building a levee), which occurs
well before an incident starts. According to NIMS (National Incident Management System), the response phase includes all
immediate actions to save lives, protect property and the environment, and meet basic human needs. This phase starts the second a
911 dispatcher receives a call or an automated sensor detects a breach, and it continues until the incident is stabilized.
For a CEDP professional, the distinction between "Recognition" and "Declaration" is important for operational speed. If a team
waited for an official declaration before acting, many more lives would be lost.
Incident recognition triggers the Initial Response phase, which includes the establishment of Incident Command, the size-up of the
situation, and the deployment of initial resources. The "Official Declaration" is a secondary administrative step that supports the
ongoing response and recovery but is not the "trigger" for the very first responder activities on the ground.

NEW QUESTION # 13 
What is the purpose of validating capabilities using drills and exercises?

A. Collecting threat and risk data
B. Preventing unwanted outcomes
C. Identifying planning gaps

Answer: C

Explanation:
The primary purpose of validating capabilities throughdrills and exercises, as defined by theHomeland Security Exercise and
Evaluation Program (HSEEP), isidentifying planning gapsand areas for improvement.
Exercises provide a "no-fault" environment to test whether the policies, procedures, and resources described in an Emergency



Operations Plan (EOP) actually work in a simulated real-world scenario. Without validation, a plan is merely a set of untested
assumptions.
Validation through exercises serves several critical functions:
* Clarifying Roles:Ensuring every agency knows its specific responsibilities under theIncident Command System (ICS).
* Resource Verification:Confirming that the equipment and personnel "typed" in the plan are actually available and functional.
* Revealing Gaps:Identifying if communications are not interoperable, if triage protocols are too slow, or if the "span of control" is
too wide.
While Option B (Preventing unwanted outcomes) is a long-term goal of theentirepreparedness program, an exercise itself cannot
"prevent" a real-world disaster; it can only prepare you for it. Option C (Collecting threat data) is part of theTHIRA/HVAprocess
that happensbeforethe exercise is designed. According to theCEDPcurriculum, the "output" of an exercise is theAfter-Action Report
(AAR)and theImprovement Plan (IP). These documents formally list the identified gaps and assign tasks to fix them. By
systematically identifying and closing these planning gaps, an organization builds a higher level of "Realized Capability," ensuring that
when a real disaster occurs, the response is characterized by competence and coordination rather than confusion and failure.

NEW QUESTION # 14 
What agency oversees pipeline transport systems containing refined petroleum products?

A. Department of Transportation
B. Department of Energy
C. Department of Commerce

Answer: A

Explanation:
The oversight of pipeline transportation systems, including those carrying refined petroleum products and natural gas, is the
responsibility of theDepartment of Transportation (DOT).15Within the DOT, this mission is specifically managed by thePipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA). PHMSA develops and enforces regulations for the safe, reliable, and
environmentally sound operation of the nation's
2.8 million miles of pipeline.16
PHMSA's oversight includes:
* Integrity Management:Requiring pipeline operators to identify, prioritize, and evaluate risks to their pipelines, particularly in "High
Consequence Areas" (HCAs) where a failure would have the greatest impact on life and the environment.17
* Standard Setting:Establishing the minimum safety standards for design, construction, operation, and maintenance (49 CFR Parts
190-199).
* Emergency Response Planning:Mandating that operators have comprehensive spill response plans and maintain a liaison with local
emergency responders.
While theDepartment of Energy(Option A) is responsible for the overallsecurityof the energy supply and the strategic petroleum
reserve, thesafety and regulatory oversightof the physical pipelines belongs to the DOT.
For theCEDPprofessional, PHMSA is a critical resource forHazardous Materialsinformation. PHMSA publishes theEmergency
Response Guidebook (ERG), which is the primary tool used by first responders to identify hazards and determine initial isolation
distances during a pipeline breach.18By regulating the transport of refined products, the DOT/PHMSA ensures that the energy
infrastructure remains a safe and stable component of the national economy.19

NEW QUESTION # 15 
Disaster responder safety and health capabilities fall under what oversight entity?

A. ASPR
B. FEMA
C. DHS

Answer: B

Explanation:
In the national preparedness architecture,Responder Safety and Healthis officially designated as one of the32 Core Capabilitieswithin
theFEMA National Preparedness Goal. While the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) (Option B) provides the overarching
policy umbrella, the actual management, training, and operational oversight of these capabilities for the disaster workforce fall
underFEMA. This includes the development of safety protocols for the 15 Emergency Support Functions (ESFs) and the specialized
training provided at the Center for Domestic Preparedness (CDP) and the Emergency Management Institute (EMI).
The "Responder Safety and Health" capability focuses on protecting emergency responders from the myriad of physical, chemical,



and psychological hazards present in a disaster zone. FEMA coordinates with agencies likeNIOSHandOSHAto ensure that
responders are equipped with the correct Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), have access to health monitoring (such as the
Medical Monitoring and Surveillance or MMS programs), and receive the necessary immunizations and post-incident mental health
support.
For theCEDPprofessional, this FEMA-led capability is the "Shield" for the responders. It ensures that the mission does not create
more victims from within the response ranks. In a catastrophic event, such as a major structural collapse or a CBRN release,
FEMA's Safety Officers are responsible for establishing the safety zones and enforcing the "Stay Time" limits. By placing this
capability under the same entity that manages theIncident Command System (ICS), the federal government ensures that safety is
integrated into every level of command. This oversight ensures that the response force remains viable and healthy throughout the
duration of a prolonged disaster, fulfilling the core principle of "Responder Safety First" that is a prerequisite for any successful
mission.

NEW QUESTION # 16
......
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