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Topic 1
Security Automation: Covers integrating tools and scripting to automate firewall policy creation, security
group management, and network configuration.

Topic 2
VMware vDefend Firewall Management: Covers day-to-day administration and management of the
distributed firewall solution for securing virtualized workloads.

Topic 3
Private Cloud Data Center Security: Covers foundational concepts for securing workloads and
infrastructure within a private cloud data center environment.

Topic 4
Advanced Threat Prevention: Covers a suite of analysis tools designed to defend against both known and
unknown advanced attack vectors.

Topic 5
Malware Prevention Detection: Covers safeguarding private cloud workloads against ransomware and
malicious activity targeting virtualized environments.

Topic 6
Lateral Protection with vDefend Distributed Firewall: Covers implementing policy-based rules to control
east-west traffic and prevent lateral threat movement across the private cloud.

Topic 7
Role-Based Access Control: Covers creating roles and groups within the security operations team to grant
appropriate portal access.

Topic 8
Shared Services Platform (SSP): Covers the back-end security data and analytics platform that underpins
vDefend security services.

Topic 9
IDPS (Intrusion Detection and Prevention System): Covers inspecting network traffic at every hypervisor
and workload level to detect and prevent advanced cyber threats.

Topic 10
Security Operations: Covers the ongoing management and operational practices for maintaining security in
a private cloud environment.

Topic 11
Protecting Container Workloads with vDefend Firewall: Covers applying granular, context-based security
enforcement to container workloads to enable zero-trust and prevent lateral threats.

Topic 12
Troubleshooting: Covers verifying health status of service instances and security components, and resolving
protection and performance issues.

Topic 13
NTA (Network Traffic Analysis) & NDR (Network Detection and Response): Covers proactive threat
detection and response using NTA and NDR capabilities to secure virtualized workloads and
environments.

Topic 14
VMware vDefend Firewall Architecture: Covers the design and components of VMware's software-
defined, distributed security architecture.

Topic 15
Context Aware Firewall and Identity Firewall: Covers advanced firewall controls that use user identity and
application context rather than just IP addresses and ports.

VMware vDefend Security for VCF 5.x Administrator Sample Questions
(Q73-Q78):
NEW QUESTION # 73 
VMware vDefend Security Services Platform (SSP) is required for which of the following security features? (Select all that apply)

A. Network Traffic Analysis
B. Gateway Firewall Security Policy
C. Network Detection and Response
D. Distributed Firewall Security Policy
E. Malware Protection



F. Security Intelligence

Answer: A,C,E

Explanation:
The VMware vDefend architecture requires different foundational components depending on the level of security you are deploying.
Basic stateful firewalling (Distributed Firewall - E, and Gateway Firewall - F) is handled natively by the core NSX Manager and
ESXi hypervisor kernel without requiring extra platforms.
However, the Advanced Threat Prevention (ATP) suite requires immense computational power for artificial intelligence, machine
learning, and dynamic file sandboxing. To offload this heavy processing from the ESXi hosts, VMware utilizes the Security Services
Platform (SSP) (often delivered as a cloud-hosted service or via the on-prem NSX Application Platform). SSP is explicitly required
to power the advanced correlation and analysis engines behind Network Detection and Response (NDR), Network Traffic Analysis
(NTA), and Malware Protection/Sandboxing.

NEW QUESTION # 74 
Which one of the following is NOT one of the use-cases of Distributed Intrusion Detection and Prevention?

A. Prevent lateral movement of attackers by blocking vulnerabilities
B. Achieve regulatory compliance requirements for PCI-DSS, HIPAA, SOX
C. Provide routing capability for an air-gapped network to securely access the internet
D. Enable software-based IDS/IPS for Critical applications

Answer: C

Explanation:
VMware vDefend Distributed IDS/IPS is a highly specialized, software-based inspection engine designed specifically to detect and
block malicious payloads (exploits) moving laterally (East-West) between virtual machines. Because it operates at the vNIC level, it
is perfect for achieving regulatory compliance (Option D), protecting critical internal apps (Option B), and stopping lateral movement
(Option C).
However, it is not a router. Providing internet access routing to an air-gapped network is a fundamental routing and NAT function
(typically handled by a Tier-0/Tier-1 Gateway or a physical perimeter firewall), completely unrelated to the Deep Packet Inspection
signature-matching functions of the Distributed IDS engine.

NEW QUESTION # 75 
Which feature is available when using IDS on the Edge Gateway and not available on distributed IDS?

A. Expanded Signature Set
B. TLS Inspection
C. Detection Mode
D. Impact Score

Answer: B

Explanation:
A significant portion of modern malware and exploit traffic hides inside encrypted HTTPS tunnels. To inspect this traffic, the security
appliance must decrypt it first.
TLS Inspection (Decryption/Proxying) is highly resource-intensive and requires complex certificate management (acting as a Man-in-
the-Middle). In the vDefend architecture, this heavy lifting is delegated to the Edge Nodes via the Gateway IDS/IPS.
The Distributed IDS/IPS-which runs directly inside the ESXi hypervisor kernel at the VM's vNIC-is designed for lightning-fast,
highly optimized East-West inspection without massive CPU overhead. Therefore, inline TLS decryption/inspection is exclusively a
Gateway IDS/IPS feature and is not performed by the Distributed IDS engine.

NEW QUESTION # 76 
Which three best practices should be followed when planning application segmentation using vDefend Security Intelligence?
(Choose three)
Response:

A. Monitor workload behavior through Security Intelligence dashboards



B. Validate segmentation changes in a staging environment first
C. Disable logging to reduce overhead during planning phase
D. Apply broad firewall policies immediately after initial scan
E. Observe east-west traffic for several days before applying policies

Answer: A,B,E

NEW QUESTION # 77 
Which of the following regular expressions can be used to define a custom FQDN or URL in the vDefend Firewall Context Profiles?

A. *eng.vmware.com
B. *eng*.vmware.com
C. eng.*vmware.com
D. eng*.vmware.com

Answer: A

Explanation:
In VMware vDefend (NSX) Context Profiles, FQDN filtering supports the use of wildcards to cover multiple subdomains.
However, the wildcard character (*) must be placed exactly at the beginning of the FQDN string (e.g., *.vmware.com or
*eng.vmware.com). Using partial regular expressions or placing wildcards in the middle or at the end of a hostname string (like
options A, B, and C) is not supported for standard FQDN attribute matching.

NEW QUESTION # 78
......
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