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Linux Foundation CNPA Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Continuous Delivery & Platform Engineering: This section measures the skills of Supplier Management
Consultants and focuses on continuous integration pipelines, the fundamentals of the CI
CD relationship, and GitOps basics. It also includes knowledge of workflows, incident response in
platform engineering, and applying GitOps for application environments.

Topic 2

Platform Engineering Core Fundamentals: This section of the exam measures the skills of Supplier
Management Consultants and covers essential foundations such as declarative resource management,
DevOps practices, application environments, platform architecture, and the core goals of platform
engineering. It also includes continuous integration fundamentals, delivery approaches, and GitOps
principles.

Topic 3

Platform APIs and Provisioning Infrastructure: This part of the exam evaluates Procurement Specialists on
the use of Kubernetes reconciliation loops, APIs for self-service platforms, and infrastructure provisioning
with Kubernetes. It also assesses knowledge of the Kubernetes operator pattern for integration and
platform scalability.
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NEW QUESTION # 20 
A development team is struggling to find and connect to various services within a cloud platform. What is the primary benefit of
implementing an API-driven service catalog for this team?

A. It requires the development team to manage provisioning details themselves.
B. It allows the team to bypass security protocols.
C. It enables easier service discovery through a consistent interface.
D. It increases the time taken to provision services.

Answer: C

Explanation:
An API-driven service catalog provides a centralized and standardized interface where developers can discover and provision
platform services. Option A is correct because it simplifies service discovery, allowing teams to connect to databases, messaging
systems, and other infrastructure without needing in-depth platform knowledge. This improves productivity and developer
experience by reducing cognitive load and ensuring consistent, governed access.
Option B is the opposite of the benefit-catalogs accelerate provisioning. Option C is incorrect because catalogs do not bypass
security; they enforce guardrails and compliance. Option D is also incorrect because service catalogs abstract away provisioning
details rather than forcing developers to manage them.
By providing golden paths and API-driven self-service, service catalogs ensure developers focus on building applications while
platform teams maintain consistency and compliance.
References:- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- CNCF Platform Engineering Maturity Model- Cloud Native Platform Engineering
Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 21 
A Cloud Native Platform Engineer is tasked with improving the integration between teams through effective API management.
Which aspect of API-driven initiatives is most crucial for fostering collaboration in platform engineering?

A. APIs should be designed to be as complex as possible to accommodate all potential use cases.
B. APIs should be tightly coupled to specific teams to enforce accountability.
C. APIs should be released without versioning to simplify maintenance.
D. APIs must be documented properly to ensure all teams understand how to use them.

Answer: D

Explanation:
Proper documentation is critical for fostering collaboration through APIs. Option A is correct because well- documented APIs
ensure that all teams-platform engineers, developers, and operations-understand how to consume and integrate services effectively.
Clear documentation reduces friction, accelerates adoption, and minimizes support overhead.
Option B (no versioning) is poor practice, as versioning ensures backward compatibility and safe upgrades.
Option C (tight coupling) restricts collaboration and creates silos, which goes against platform engineering principles. Option D
(complex design) reduces usability and increases cognitive load, the opposite of platform goals.
APIs serve as the contracts between teams and systems. In platform engineering, well-documented, versioned, and abstracted APIs
provide a consistent and predictable way to interact with platform services, improving collaboration and developer experience.
References:- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- Team Topologies Guidance- Cloud Native Platform Engineering Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 22 
In a Kubernetes environment, what is the primary distinction between an Operator and a Helm chart?

A. Operators are only for deploying applications, while Helm charts manage application resources.
B. Both Operators and Helm charts are the same, just different names used in the community.
C. Helm charts use Custom Resource Definitions while Operators use static manifests.
D. Operators handle ongoing management of custom resources while Helm charts focus on packaging and deployment.

Answer: D

Explanation:
The key distinction is that Helm charts are packaging and deployment tools, while Operators extend Kubernetes controllers to
provide ongoing lifecycle management. Option C is correct because Operators continuously reconcile the desired and actual state of



custom resources, enabling advanced behaviors like upgrades, scaling, and failover. Helm charts, by contrast, define templates and
values for deploying applications but do not actively manage them after deployment.
Option A oversimplifies; Operators do more than deploy, while Helm manages deployment packaging.
Option B is incorrect-Helm does not create CRDs by default; Operators often do. Option D is incorrect because Operators and
Helm serve different purposes, though they may complement each other.
Operators are essential for complex workloads (e.g., databases, Kafka) that require ongoing operational knowledge codified into
Kubernetes-native controllers. Helm is best suited for standard deployments and reproducibility. Together, they improve Kubernetes
extensibility and automation.
References:- CNCF Kubernetes Operator Pattern Documentation- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- Cloud Native Platform
Engineering Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 23 
In a CI/CD pipeline, why is a build artifact (e.g., a Docker image) pushed to an OCI-compliant registry?

A. To allow the container image to be analyzed and transformed back into source code.
B. To store the image in a central registry so deployment environments can pull it for release.
C. To enable the registry service to execute automated tests on the uploaded container image.
D. To publish versioned artifacts that can be tracked and used to inform users of new releases.

Answer: B

Explanation:
In cloud native CI/CD workflows, build artifacts such as Docker/OCI images are pushed to a central container registry to ensure
consistent, reproducible deployments. Option A is correct because registries serve as a single source of truth where immutable
artifacts are stored, versioned, and distributed across environments.
Deployment systems like Kubernetes pull images from these registries, ensuring that the same tested artifact is deployed in staging
and production.
Option B is incorrect because images cannot be directly transformed back into source code. Option C partially describes benefits
(version tracking) but misses the primary function of deployment consistency. Option D is misleading-registries typically don't run
automated tests; CI/CD pipelines do that before pushing the image.
By using OCI-compliant registries, organizations gain portability, interoperability, and compliance with supply chain security
practices such as image signing and SBOM attestation. This ensures traceability, reliability, and secure distribution of artifacts across
the platform.
References:- CNCF Supply Chain Security Whitepaper- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- Cloud Native Platform Engineering Study
Guide

NEW QUESTION # 24 
During a CI/CD pipeline setup, at which stage should the Software Bill of Materials (SBOM) be generated to provide most valuable
insights into dependencies?

A. Before committing code.
B. During the build process.
C. After deployment.
D. During testing.

Answer: B

Explanation:
The most effective stage to generate a Software Bill of Materials (SBOM) is during the build process.
Option C is correct because the build phase is when dependencies are resolved and artifacts (e.g., container images, binaries) are
created. Generating an SBOM at this point provides a complete, accurate inventory of all included libraries and components, which
is critical for vulnerability scanning, license compliance, and supply chain security.
Option A (testing) is too late to capture all dependencies reliably. Option B (before committing code) cannot provide a full SBOM
because builds often introduce additional dependencies. Option D (after deployment) delays insights until production, missing the
opportunity to detect and remediate issues early.
Integrating SBOM generation into CI/CD pipelines enables shift-left security, ensuring vulnerabilities are detected early and allowing
remediation before artifacts reach production. This aligns with CNCF supply chain security practices and platform engineering goals.
References:- CNCF Supply Chain Security Whitepaper- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- Cloud Native Platform Engineering Study
Guide
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Due to its unique features, it is ideal for the majority of the students. It provides them complete assistance for understanding of the
syllabus. It contains the comprehensive CNPA exam questions that are not difficult to understand. By using these aids you will be
able to modify your skills to the required limits. Your CNPA Certification success is just a step away and is secured with 100%
money back guarantee.
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