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Palo Alto Networks SecOps-Pro Exam Syllabus Topics:

Section Weight Objectives

Topic 1: Incident Investigation and Response 25%

- Containment, eradication and recovery procedures
- Post-incident activities and reporting
- Investigation methodologies and evidence gathering
- Incident classification, prioritization and triage

Topic 2: Threat Detection and Analysis 25%

- Log and data collection, normalization and correlation
- Behavioral analytics and anomaly detection
- Detection rules, alerts and tuning
- Indicators of Compromise (IOC) and Indicators of Attack (IOA)

Topic 3: Palo Alto Cortex Platform Operations 15%
- Automation and orchestration in Cortex
- Cortex XDR architecture and core capabilities
- Cortex Data Lake and data management

Topic 4: Cloud and Hybrid Security Monitoring 10%
- Cloud service visibility and threat detection
- Hybrid environment monitoring strategies
- Integration with network and endpoint security tools

Topic 5: Security Operations Fundamentals 25%

- Compliance and regulatory frameworks in SOC
- Security monitoring principles and requirements
- SOC roles, responsibilities and workflows
- Threat intelligence concepts and application
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passing the SecOps-Pro Exam with an excellent score. Moreover, doing these practice tests will impart you knowledge of the actual
SecOps-Pro exam format and develop your command over it.
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Palo Alto Networks Security Operations Professional Sample Questions
(Q65-Q70):
NEW QUESTION # 65 
A global financial institution uses Cortex XSIAM to monitor its highly regulated environment. They have a strict policy that no agents
can be installed on certain legacy critical production servers due to vendor support agreements. However, network-level visibility for
these servers is still required for compliance and threat detection. Furthermore, the institution heavily relies on Microsoft 365 for
collaboration and email. Which Cortex XSIAM sensor types would be best suited to address these specific requirements, and what
data would they ingest?

A. Deploy Network Sensors (e.g., a dedicated Network Sensor appliance or virtual appliance) to monitor traffic from legacy
servers, ingesting NetFlow or full packet capture. Additionally, use Cloud Sensors (e.g., API integration) for Microsoft 365
audit logs and activities.
B. Implement Host Sensors on the legacy servers, despite the policy, as they are the only way to get necessary visibility. For
Microsoft 365, rely on Identity Sensors for user authentication data.
C. Deploy Container Sensors for the legacy servers, assuming they are containerized, and use specific Microsoft 365
connectors designed for containerized applications.
D. Utilize Identity Sensors (e.g., Active Directory logs) for the legacy servers, focusing on authentication events, and
Orchestration Sensors for Microsoft 365 to pull data on demand.
E. Only rely on third-party SIEM integrations for legacy server network data and Microsoft 365, as XSIAM sensors would
not be able to meet these specific requirements without agents.

Answer: A

Explanation:
Given the constraint of 'no agents on legacy critical production servers,' Network Sensors become the primary solution for gaining
visibility into these systems. They can passively collect network flow data (NetFlow/lPFlX) or even full packet captures (if deployed
strategically via SPAN/TAP ports) without installing any software on the servers themselves. For Microsoft 365, Cloud Sensors
(specifically API integrations with Microsoft Graph Security API or similar) are designed to ingest audit logs, security events, and
activity data directly from the M365 platform. This combination directly addresses both challenges.

NEW QUESTION # 66 
A Security Operations Center (SOC) is attempting to proactively identify and defend against an evolving spear-phishing campaign
that uses novel techniques to deliver custom-built malware. The campaign appears to be sponsored by a nation-state. The SOC has
access to WildFire, Unit 42 threat intelligence, and regularly queries VirusTotal. To build a robust defense strategy that includes both
technical indicators and contextual understanding of the adversary, which of the following actions or integrations would provide the
MOST comprehensive and actionable intelligence?

A. Implementing strict egress filtering to prevent any outbound connections on non-standard ports, which will implicitly block
all C2 traffic.
B. Submitting all suspicious email attachments to WildFire for immediate dynamic analysis and automated signature
generation, while simultaneously cross- referencing campaign details and adversary profiles from Unit 42 research reports.
C. Configuring email gateways to block all attachments with a '.exe' extension, regardless of their content or origin.
D. Developing custom YARA rules based on open-source intelligence on similar campaigns and applying them to all inbound
email traffic without further analysis.
E. Relying solely on VirusTotal for file hash lookups and URL reputation checks to block known indicators of compromise
(IOCs).

Answer: B

Explanation:
This question demands a comprehensive and actionable defense against a sophisticated, evolving threat. Option B combines the
strengths of WildFire for rapid, automated technical analysis of new malware variants (generating signatures for NGFWs) with the
strategic and tactical intelligence from Unit 42. Unit 42's reports often cover nation-state TTPs, campaign attribution, motivation, and
broader context, which is crucial for understanding the adversary beyond just individual malware samples. This combination allows
for both automated, real-time protection (WildFire) and informed, proactive defense planning based on deep threat actor knowledge
(Unit 42).



NEW QUESTION # 67 
During a post-incident review of a sophisticated phishing campaign that bypassed traditional defenses, the SOC team notes that the
attack involved highly polymorphic malware and novel C2 communication channels. The current security stack, heavily reliant on
signature-based detection and isolated ML models, failed to detect it. The CISO is exploring a 'cognitive security' platform that
leverages advanced AI. Which two (2) of the following capabilities, characteristic of such an AI platform, would have been most
effective in detecting this specific type of attack, differentiating it from a purely ML-driven solution?

A. AI that correlates network flow anomalies, endpoint process behavior deviations, and user identity context in real-time,
building a dynamic 'kill chain' hypothesis for the attack, even with polymorphic elements. This holistic reasoning capability is
beyond isolated ML detections.
B. Reinforcement Learning algorithms that autonomously learn optimal response actions (e.g., firewall rules, endpoint
isolation) by trial and error in a simulated environment, then apply them to the live network.
C. AI-driven Generative Adversarial Networks (GANs) used to simulate and identify potential new attack vectors and
automatically generate counter-measures before they appear in the wild.
D. Supervised ML models trained on a massive dataset of known phishing emails to detect malicious links and attachments.
E. Deep learning models that automatically extract and analyze features from raw, unstructured data (e.g., network packet
payloads, malware binaries) to identify subtle, evolving patterns of polymorphic malware and novel C2 communication,
without requiring explicit feature engineering or prior signatures.

Answer: A,E

Explanation:
This question specifically asks for capabilities that go 'beyond a purely ML-driven solution' to detect polymorphic malware and novel
C2. Option A describes a basic ML capability that would likely fail against polymorphic attacks. Option B describes a highly
advanced, research-level AI capability (GANS for defense) that is not yet widespread for real-time detection of live attacks,
especially for polymorphic malware detection in the described scenario. While aspirational, it's not a common, deployed 'detection'
capability. Option C is a core differentiator of advanced AI in security. It describes the ability to fuse and reason across multiple,
disparate data sources and threat indicators to construct a coherent narrative of an attack (a 'kill chain'), even when individual
components are polymorphic or novel. This 'holistic reasoning' and correlation is what separates an 'AI platform' from a collection of
isolated ML models. Option D describes reinforcement learning for automated response, which is an AI capability, but not directly
for 'detection' of the polymorphic malware or novel C2. Option E directly addresses the challenge of polymorphic malware and
novel C2. Deep learning (a subset of AI) excels at learning complex, abstract representations directly from raw data, which is crucial
for identifying unknown or mutated threats without relying on signatures or manually engineered features. This capability goes
significantly beyond traditional ML's reliance on structured, pre-processed features.

NEW QUESTION # 68 
Your organization utilizes Palo Alto Networks XDR for unified security operations. An alert indicates a suspicious PowerShell script
executing on a critical server, with an observed network connection to an uncommon external IP address. The XDR alert provides
the following details:

Given this information, what is the most immediate and critical next step in the incident response process, and why? Assume
'192.0.2.100' is an untrusted external IP.

A. Initiate a full vulnerability scan on the server to identify the initial compromise vector.
B. Collect forensic artifacts (memory dumps, disk images) from the server for in-depth analysis later.
C. Decode the PowerShell encoded command to understand the malware's full functionality and then update antivirus
signatures.
D. Isolate the compromised server from the network using XDR's containment capabilities to prevent further compromise or
lateral movement.
E. Notify senior management and legal counsel about the potential breach before taking any action.

Answer: D



Explanation:
The encoded PowerShell command and external network connection strongly suggest active compromise and C2 communication.
The most immediate and critical step is containment to prevent further damage. Isolating the server (B) using XDR's capabilities
directly addresses this by stopping the threat's spread. Decoding the command (A) and collecting forensics (D) are important but
come after containment. Vulnerability scanning (C) is a post-incident activity or part of proactive security, not an immediate response
to an active compromise. Notifying management (E) is part of communication but not the first technical response.

NEW QUESTION # 69 
An XSIAM customer with a highly customized data ingestion pipeline for proprietary applications wants to share their custom
parsing logic and associated data models as a content pack with other organizations within their industry consortium. They've
developed specific XQL queries for these data models to identify unique industry-specific threats. Which aspects of the content
pack manifest must they carefully define to ensure successful import and operation by other consortium members, particularly
concerning data availability and normalization?

A. The content pack must bundle the raw log files from their proprietary applications so that other members can ingest them
directly for training purposes.
B. They only need to include the 'Detection Rules' written in XQL, as XSIAM automatically infers the required data models
and parsing logic from the queries themselves.
C. The content pack needs to contain 'Incident Layouts' and 'Response Playbooks' only, as these are the most portable
elements for sharing threat intelligence.
D. They must configure 'External Integrations' within the content pack to pull data from the other consortium members'
proprietary applications directly.
E. The content pack manifest must explicitly list the 'Data Model' definitions and the 'XQL Parser' configurations (e.g., Grok
patterns, JSON paths) used to normalize the proprietary application logs into the defined data models. Additionally, detailed
documentation on the expected raw log formats is crucial.

Answer: E

Explanation:
Sharing custom parsing logic and data models for proprietary applications is a complex task within a content pack.
*Data Model Definitions: These are fundamental. Other consortium members need to understand the structure and schema of the
normalized data.
*XQL Parser Configurations: This is crucial. Since the data is proprietary and custom, the content pack must include the exact
parsing logic (e.g., using XQL's function, or defining custom parsers) that transforms the raw logs into the defined data model. parse
*Documentation on Raw Log Formats: While not directly part of the technical manifest, clear external documentation explaining the
expected raw log format is absolutely vital. Without it, other members won't know how to configure their data ingestion to match the
content pack's parsing expectations.
Option B is incorrect; XSIAM does not automatically infer complex custom parsing from XQL queries. Option C is impractical and
a security risk.
Option D is incorrect; content packs don't directly pull data from other organizations' systems in this manner. Option E focuses on
post-detection aspects and ignores the critical data ingestion and normalization challenge.

NEW QUESTION # 70
......
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