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AAPC CPC Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1
Anesthesia: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders and involves coding anesthesia
services based on surgical site, complexity, and time. It tests the understanding of anesthesia modifiers and
the importance of linking anesthesia codes with the correct primary procedures.

Topic 2

Urinary System and Male Genital System: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders
and assesses understanding of procedures on kidneys, bladder, ureters, prostate, and male reproductive
organs. Proper use of CPT codes for surgical and diagnostic interventions is tested.

Topic 3

Special Senses (Ocular and Auditory): This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists
and covers the coding of procedures related to the eyes and ears. Topics include surgeries on the cornea,
retina, and middle
inner ear, as well as related diagnostic procedures.

Topic 4
Digestive System: This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists and evaluates the
coding of surgeries and procedures involving the oral cavity, pharynx, esophagus, stomach, intestines, liver,
pancreas, and related organs. Understanding endoscopic procedures is particularly critical here.

Topic 5

Review of Anatomy: This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists and covers a high-
level understanding of human anatomy. It includes organs, systems, directional terminology, and anatomical
locations, enabling coders to link procedures and diagnoses to the correct bodily structures with accuracy
and consistency.
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Topic 6

Applying the ICD-10-CM Guidelines: This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists
and covers how to apply official ICD-10-CM guidelines to real-world coding scenarios. It emphasizes the
hierarchy of instructional notes, general and chapter-specific rules, and how to make judgment calls within
compliant coding frameworks.

Topic 7

Introduction to CPT®, HCPCS Level II, and Modifiers: This section of the exam measures the skills of
coding specialists and introduces candidates to CPT® coding for procedures, HCPCS Level II for
supplies and services, and the correct use of modifiers. It helps learners distinguish between different code
sets and understand their place in medical billing.

Topic 8
Endocrine System and Nervous System: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders
and assesses the ability to assign codes for surgeries involving glands, the brain, spinal cord, and peripheral
nerves. Procedures like resections and electrical stimulation are part of the evaluated content.

Topic 9

Accurate ICD-10-CM Coding: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders and focuses
on the precise assignment of diagnosis codes using the ICD-10-CM system. The goal is to ensure accurate
representation of patient conditions, proper sequencing, and a clear linkage between diagnoses and
services.

Topic 10

Integumentary System: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders and covers
procedures related to the skin and related structures. Topics include excisions, biopsies, repairs, and
destruction services, focusing on accurate code selection and modifier usage for integumentary
interventions.

Topic 11
Musculoskeletal System: This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists and focuses on
coding procedures involving bones, joints, muscles, and tendons. It covers surgeries, reductions,
arthroscopies, and fracture treatments, emphasizing accurate mapping of procedures to anatomical areas.

Topic 12
Pathology & Laboratory: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders and includes lab
tests, specimen analysis, and pathological examination procedures. It ensures that coders understand how
to apply codes for chemistry panels, cultures, and histopathological diagnostics.

Topic 13
Cardiovascular System: This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists and addresses
services related to the heart, arteries, and veins. It involves the coding of diagnostic and therapeutic
procedures, including catheterizations, bypasses, and repairs.:

Topic 14
Respiratory System: This section of the exam measures the skills of medical coders and evaluates the ability
to code procedures involving the nose, sinuses, larynx, trachea, bronchi, and lungs. Attention is given to
services like endoscopies, excisions, and resections within the respiratory tract.

Topic 15
Radiology: This section of the exam measures the skills of coding specialists and focuses on diagnostic
imaging procedures including X-rays, CT scans, MRIs, ultrasounds, and nuclear medicine. It emphasizes
proper selection of codes based on anatomical site and modality used.
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AAPC Certified Professional Coder (CPC) Exam Sample Questions (Q43-
Q48):
NEW QUESTION # 43 
A patient complains of tarry, black stool, and epigastric tightness. An esophagogastroduodenoscopy is recommended to evaluate the
source of the bleeding. The endoscope is inserted orally. The esophagus appears normal on scope insertion. No evidence of
bleeding in the stomach. The scope is then passed into the duodenum, where a polyp is found and removed with hot biopsy forceps.
No evidence of bleeding post procedure.
What CPT code is reported?

A. 0
B. 1
C. 2
D. 3

Answer: D

Explanation:
An esophagogastroduodenoscopy (EGD) was performed with the removal of a polyp using hot biopsy forceps.
Procedure Description:
An EGD was performed.
A polyp was found in the duodenum and removed with hot biopsy forceps.
CPT Coding:
43250: Esophagogastroduodenoscopy, flexible, transoral; with removal of tumor(s), polyp(s), or other lesion(s) by hot biopsy
forceps.
AMA's CPT Professional Edition (current year).
CPT Assistant for detailed coding guidelines on endoscopic procedures.

NEW QUESTION # 44 
The human shoulder is made of which three bones?

A. Olecranon, radius, ulna
B. Carpal, radius, humerus
C. Clavicle, scapula, humerus
D. Metatarsal, tibia, navicular

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 45 
A 45-year-old female presents to the ED with chest pain. The provider has an Albumin Cobalt Binding Test to determine if the chest
pain is ischemic in nature.
That lab test is reported?

A. 0
B. 1
C. 2
D. 3

Answer: A

Explanation:
Procedure: Albumin Cobalt Binding (ACB) test to determine ischemic nature of chest pain.
CPT Code:
83857: This code is used for the Albumin Cobalt Binding test.
Code Selection Justification: The ACB test specifically measures ischemia-modified albumin, making 83857 the appropriate code for
this laboratory test.
AMA CPT Professional Edition (current year)
ICD-10-CM (current year)



HCPCS Level II (current year)

NEW QUESTION # 46 
What CPT coding is reported for a subtotal thyroidectomy for malignancy with radical neck dissection?

A. 0
B. 1
C. 2
D. 3

Answer: C

Explanation:
60254 = Subtotal thyroidectomy for malignancy with radical neck dissection
60260 = Total thyroidectomy
60220 = Partial thyroidectomy, benign
60252 = Total thyroidectomy with radical neck dissection

NEW QUESTION # 47 
View MR 003396
MR 003396
Operative Report
Preoperative Diagnosis: Acute MI, severe left main arteriosclerotic coronary artery disease Postoperative Diagnosis: Acute MI,
severe left main arteriosclerotic coronary artery disease Procedure Performed: Placement of an intra-aortic balloon pump (IABP)
right common femoral artery Description of Procedure: Patient's right groin was prepped and draped in the usual sterile fashion.
Right common femoral artery is found, and an incision is made over the artery exposing it. The artery is opened transversely, and the
tip of the balloon catheter was placed in the right common femoral artery. The balloon pump had good waveform. The balloon pump
catheter is secured to his skin after local anesthesia of 2 cc of 1% Xylocaine is used to numb the area. The balloon pump is secured
with a 0-silk suture. The patient has sterile dressing placed. The patient tolerated the procedure. There were no complications.
What CPT coding is reported for this case?

A. 0
B. 1
C. 2
D. 3

Answer: B

NEW QUESTION # 48
......
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