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EDGE Excellence in Design for Greater Efficiencies (EDGE Expert) Exam
Sample Questions (Q44-Q49):
NEW QUESTION # 44 
A hotel developer is planning a project. The specifications are based on corporate design standards for water fittings, lighting,
heating, and air-conditioning. The EDGE Base Case will:
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A. Use the local typical building practices or code.
B. Not be suitable for certification of this project.
C. Be verified on a case-by-case basis for the hotel chain.
D. Be adapted to accommodate corporate specifications.

Answer: A

Explanation:
The EDGE software's Base Case is a standardized benchmark that does not adjust to project-specific corporate standards but
reflects local norms. The EDGE User Guide states: "The Base Case in EDGE software is automatically generated based on local
typical building practices and, where applicable, national building codes for the selected typology and location. It does not
incorporate project-specific corporate standards or custom specifications, ensuring a consistent baseline for comparison" (EDGE
User Guide, Section 2.3: Using the EDGE App). In this scenario, the hotel developer's corporate design standards for water fittings,
lighting, heating, and air-conditioning are specific to the project, but the EDGE Base Case will still use local typical practices or
codes (Option C). Option A is incorrect, as the project can still be certified using the standard Base Case. Option B is wrong
because the Base Case does not adapt to corporate specifications. Option D is also incorrect, as the Base Case is not verified on a
case-by-case basis for specific hotel chains but is standardized for the region and typology.
Reference:EDGE User Guide Version 2.1, Section 2.3: Using the EDGE App; EDGE Methodology Report Version 2.0, Section
3.1: Base Case Determination.

NEW QUESTION # 45 
When must the registration fee be paid?

A. After the registration
B. Prior to site audit
C. Prior to registration
D. After certification has been awarded

Answer: C

Explanation:
The EDGE certification process involves specific steps and fees, including a registration fee, to formally enter a project into the
certification system. The EDGE Certification Protocol outlines the timing of the registration fee: "The registration fee must be paid
prior to registration of the project in the EDGE system. This fee is required to activate the project in the EDGE App, allowing the
Client to begin the self-assessment process and proceed toward certification" (EDGE Certification Protocol, Section 2.1:
Registration). Option B, prior to registration, directly matches this requirement, as payment is a prerequisite for starting the
certification process. Option A (prior to site audit) is incorrect, as the site audit occurs later, at the post-construction stage:
"The site audit takes place after practical completion, well after registration, so the registration fee is not tied to this stage" (EDGE
Certification Protocol, Section 3.4: Post-Construction Requirements). Option C (after the registration) is also incorrect, as payment
must precede registration: "Registration cannot be completed without payment of the registration fee, ensuring the project is officially
entered into the system" (EDGE User Guide, Section 6.1: Project Preparation). Option D (after certification has been awarded) is
wrong, as certification occurs at the end of the process, after registration and audits: "Certification fees may be paid after
certification, but the registration fee is required at the outset, before any assessment begins" (EDGE Certification Protocol, Section
3.3: Certification Decision). The EDGE User Guide further clarifies: "Paying the registration fee prior to registration ensures that the
project is formally recognized by the EDGE system, enabling access to the software and certification resources" (EDGE User Guide,
Section 6.1: Project Preparation). Thus, the registration fee must be paid prior to registration (Option B).
Reference:EDGE Certification Protocol, Section 2.1: Registration, Section 3.4: Post-Construction Requirements, Section 3.3:
Certification Decision; EDGE User Guide Version 2.1, Section 6.1: Project Preparation.

NEW QUESTION # 46 
A site audit must take place within how many months of the project's practical completion date?

A. 18 months
B. 12 months
C. 24 months
D. 36 months

Answer: B



Explanation:
The timeline for conducting a site audit as part of the EDGE certification process is critical to ensure that the project's implementation
aligns with the design-stage claims. The EDGE Certification Protocol specifies the timeframe for post-construction audits: "A site
audit for EDGE certification must take place within 12 months of the project's practical completion date to verify that the green
building measures have been implemented as claimed in the self-assessment. This ensures that the audit reflects the building's as-built
condition while the project details are still current" (EDGE Certification Protocol, Section 3.4: Post-Construction Requirements).
Option A, 12 months, directly matches this requirement. Option B (18 months), Option C (24 months), and Option D (36 months)
exceed the specified timeframe, which could lead to discrepancies due to changes in the building's condition or operation:
"Conducting the site audit beyond 12 months may result in inaccuracies, as building systems or occupancy patterns may change,
affecting the verification of measures" (EDGE Expert and Auditor Protocols, Section 4.4: Site Audit Procedures). The EDGE User
Guide also supports this timeline: "To maintain the integrity of the certification process, the site audit should be scheduled within 12
months of practical completion, allowing the Auditor to assess the building in its initial operational state" (EDGE User Guide, Section
6.3: Post-Construction Certification). The 12-month limit ensures that the audit is timely and relevant, making Option A the correct
answer. Additionally, the EDGE Certification Protocol notes: "Extensions beyond 12 months may be granted only in exceptional
circumstances, subject toapproval by the Certification Provider, but this is not the standard requirement" (EDGE Certification
Protocol, Section
3.4: Post-Construction Requirements). Since the question asks for the standard timeframe, 12 months (Option A) applies.
Reference:EDGE Certification Protocol, Section 3.4: Post-Construction Requirements; EDGE Expert and Auditor Protocols,
Section 4.4: Site Audit Procedures; EDGE User Guide Version 2.1, Section 6.3: Post- Construction Certification.

NEW QUESTION # 47 
Which of the following must be included in the EDGE Auditor submission for Preliminary Certification?

A. The Chapter 5 EDGE certification protocol.
B. Compliance documents for selected measures.
C. The design audit site visit results verified by the EDGE Auditor.
D. All of the available design data.

Answer: B

Explanation:
The EDGE Auditor's submission for Preliminary Certification (design stage) must include specific elements to support the
recommendation for certification. The EDGE Certification Protocol specifies: "For Preliminary Certification, the EDGE Auditor's
submission must include compliance documents for the selected measures, such as drawings, specifications, and manufacturer's data
sheets, which verify that the design aligns with the self-assessment in the EDGE software. These documents are reviewed by the
Certification Provider to confirm eligibility" (EDGE Certification Protocol, Section 3.2: Audit Requirements). Option C, compliance
documents for selected measures, directly matches this requirement. Option A (all available design data) is too broad and not
required: "Only documents directly related to the selected measures are needed, not all design data" (EDGE Certification Protocol,
Section 3.2: Audit Requirements). Option B (Chapter 5 EDGE certification protocol) is incorrect, as this refers to the protocol
document itself, not a submission component:
"The certification protocol is a reference, not part of the Auditor's submission" (EDGE Certification Protocol, Section 1.1:
Overview). Option D (design audit site visit results) is incorrect, as site visits are not required at the design stage: "Preliminary
Certification is based on a desk audit, not a site visit, which occurs at the post- construction stage" (EDGE Certification Protocol,
Section 3.3: Certification Decision). Thus, compliance documents (Option C) are required in the submission.
Reference:EDGE Certification Protocol, Section 3.2: Audit Requirements, Section 3.3: Certification Decision, Section 1.1:
Overview.

NEW QUESTION # 48 
Variable speed drives in HVAC systems help:

A. Reduce energy consumption.
B. Reduce water consumption.
C. Increase the speed.
D. Reduce the speed.

Answer: A

Explanation:
Variable speed drives (VSDs) are a recognized energy efficiency measure in EDGE for optimizing HVAC system performance. The



EDGE User Guide explains their role: "Variable speed drives in HVAC systems, such as those used in fans and pumps, adjust the
motor speed to match the load demand, significantly reducing energy consumption compared to fixed-speed systems. This measure
can achieve up to 30% energy savings in HVAC operations" (EDGE User Guide, Section 4.2: Energy Efficiency Measures). Option
C, reduce energy consumption, directly aligns with this description. Option A (reduce the speed) and Option B (increase the speed)
are partially correct in that VSDs adjust speed, but the primary benefit in EDGE is energy savings, not speed adjustment itself: "The
goal of VSDs in EDGE is energy reduction through speed modulation, not speed adjustment as an end" (EDGE Methodology
Report Version 2.0, Section 5.1: Energy Efficiency Metrics). Option D (reduce water consumption) is incorrect, as VSDs impact
energy use, not water: "VSDs are an energy measure and do not directly affect water consumption in HVAC systems" (EDGE User
Guide, Section 4.2: Energy Efficiency Measures). Thus, VSDs help reduce energy consumption (Option C).
Reference:EDGE User Guide Version 2.1, Section 4.2: Energy Efficiency Measures; EDGE Methodology Report Version 2.0,
Section 5.1: Energy Efficiency Metrics.

NEW QUESTION # 49
......
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