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Pure Storage FlashArray-Storage-Professional Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

¢ FA File: Covers configuration and management of FA File services, including DNS setup, Active Directory
integration, and protocol access. Focuses on enabling secure and efficient file sharing across the
organization.

Topic 1

¢ Monitoring: Covers the use of Pure1, GUI, and CLI tools to monitor array health, generate reports, and
analyze performance and capacity metrics. Includes data reduction ratios, meta forecasting, and proactive

Topic 2
op capacity planning,

o Admunistration: Covers core administrative tasks including volume configuration, array management, host
connections, third-party integrations, and security protocols. Focuses on best practices for maintaining

Topic 3 i .
P optimal performance and secure access across the storage environment.

¢ Troubleshooting: Covers identification and resolution of configuration errors, performance issues, and
replication problems using Pure Storage diagnostic tools and alerts. Includes port configuration and

Topic 4
ope predictive support mechanisns to maintain system reliability.

¢ Data Protection: Covers snapshot management, replication configuration, policy management, SafeMode,
and advanced replication technologies such as ActiveDR. Focuses on ensuring data availability, disaster

Topic 5 . .
recovery, and protection against data loss.

Pure Storage Pure Certified FlashArray Storage Professional Sample
Questions (Q62-Q67):

NEW QUESTION # 62
What is the recommended Maximum Transmission Unit (MTU) size for the replication ports on a FlashArray?

e A0
e B.1
e C.2

Answer: C

Explanation:

Pure Storage strongly recommends an MTU size of 9000 (Jumbo Frames) for replication networks-such as those used for
Asynchronous Replication, ActiveCluster, and ActiveDR-as well as for iSCSI and NVMe/TCP data networks.

A 9000-byte MTU significantly reduces protocol overhead and CPU processing load on the storage controllers by allowing a much
larger payload of data to be transmitted inside a single network packet. During heavy replication, this drastically increases throughput
and maximizes bandwidth efficiency.

Here is why the other options are incorrect:

1500 (B): While 1500 bytes is the standard default MTU for Ethernet and is exactly what Pure Storage recommends for the
management ports (vir0), it is not the recommended optimization for high-throughput replication traffic. (Note: If your network
cannot support 9000 end-to-end, 1500 must be used to prevent packet fragmentation, but 9000 remains the best-practice
recommendation).

4200 (A): This is an arbitrary number and is not a standard network MTU size used in Pure Storage environments.

NEW QUESTION # 63

An administrator wants to upgrade an Edge Services agent and sees the Gateway Update Status in the GUI showing "Eligible
(updates disallowed)".

‘What should the administrator do?
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¢ A. Remove and re-install the edge agent you want to update.
¢ B. Enable agent updates via cli with the command "puresupport enable edge-agent-update".
¢ C. Loginto the GUI as an array admin and allow Edge Agent updates.

Answer: C

Explanation:

Edge Services and Gateways: Pure Storage FlashArray uses Edge Services (often associated with FA File or cloud integrations) to
manage communication between the array and external services. The Gateway is the component that facilitates this secure
comnection.

Update Policy Control: To prevent unplanned outages or changes to the environment, Purity includes a safety toggle for Gateway
updates. When the status shows "Eligible (updates disallowed)", it means a newer version of the agent is available on the Pure
Storage back-end, but the array's local policy is currently set to prevent automatic or manual "one-click" updates.

GUI Authorization: This is a security and administrative control. An administrator with Array Admin privileges must navigate to the
Edge Services/Gateway configuration section in the Purity GUI and explicitly change the setting to "Allow Updates". Once this toggle
is enabled, the status will change to "Eligible," and the update can be initiated.

Why Option A is incorrect: While the CLI is used for many advanced support functions, the puresupport namespace is generally
reserved for Pure Storage Support technicians and requires a challenge-response session key. Standard agent updates are handled
via the administrative GUL

Why Option B is incorrect: Removing and re-installing the agent is an unnecessary and disruptive process. The "disallowed" status is
simply a policy setting, not a corruption of the agent itself.

NEW QUESTION # 64
An application engineer reports seeing high latency in their application running in a VMware instance.
What is the best method to determine the source of the latency?

e A. Analyze load metrics in Purel for each volume in the user's data path.
¢ B. Analyze performance in the VM Topology in Purel for each component in the user's data path
¢ C. Analyze performance charts in vSphere for CPU, Memory, Network, and Storage Path for the user's data path.

Answer: B

Explanation:

Within the Pure Storage ecosystem, the absolute best method to troubleshoot and pmpoint the exact source of VMware latency is to
use VM Analytics (VM Topology) in Purel.

VM Analytics is a feature built directly into Purel that maps the entire data path from the virtual machine all the way down to the
physical FlashArray. It provides a visual topology map detailing the VM, Virtual Disk, ESXi Host, Datastore, and FlashArray
Volume. By analyzing performance across this topology, an administrator can instantly identify exactly where the latency is being
ntroduced. For example, you can clearly see if the latency spikes at the ESXi host layer (indicating compute contention) or the
network layer, even if the FlashArray volume itself'is reporting sub-millisecond latency at the storage level.

Here is why the other options are incorrect:

Analyze load metrics in Purel for each volume in the user's data path (C): Looking exclusively at volume-level metrics on the
FlashArray will only tell you the latency from the array's perspective. If the latency is being caused by an overloaded ESXi host CPU
or a saturated SAN fabric, the FlashArray metrics will look perfectly healthy, and you will fail to identify the source of the problem.
Analyze performance charts in vSphere for CPU, Memory, Network, and Storage Path for the user’s data path (B): While vCenter
performance charts are useful, they often lack deep storage-array-level context. Purel's VM Topology is the "best" method because
it correlates the vSphere stack data with the native FlashArray telemetry data in a single, unified view, making full-stack root cause
analysis much faster.

NEW QUESTION # 65
What FA File user authentication statement is correct?

¢ A. FA File can use either LDAP or SAML for authentication.
e B. FA File can use either Microsoft Active Directory (AD) or OpenLLDAP for authentication.
e (. FA File can use both Microsoft Active Directory (AD) and SSO for authentication.

Answer: B

Explanation:



Supported Directory Services: Pure Storage FlashArray File Services (FA File) is designed to integrate seamlessly into existing
enterprise identity infrastructures. To manage file permissions (SMB ACLs and NFS POSIX/NFSv4 permissions), Purity supports
joining the array to a directory service.

Active Directory (AD): This is the most common integration for FA File, specifically for SMB environments. Purity allows the array
to join an AD Domain, creating a computer account and enabling the resolution of SIDs to usernames.

OpenL.DAP: For Linux/Unix-heavy environments using NFS, Purity supports OpenL.DAP. This allows the array to look up
UID/GID information and group memberships to enforce security across the file system.

Authentication vs. Management: It is important to distinguish between Data Access (FA File) and Management Access (GUI/CLI
login).

FA File (Data Access): Uses AD and OpenlLDAP to authorize users accessing shares/exports.

Management (GUI/CLI): Uses SAML (Option C) or LDAP for Single Sign-On (SSO) (Option B) to allow administrators to log
into the array.

The "Either/Or" Logic: While a FlashArray can be configured with multiple directory services, for a specific File System/Export
mapping, the systemrelies on the primary identity provider configured-either Microsoft AD or an LDAP-compliant service like
OpenLLDAP-to validate the users' identity.

NEW QUESTION # 66
An admmnistrator setup replicated snapshots for a protection group last week. They left the local snapshot schedule disabled.
How many snapshots are stored locally on the source array?

e AO
¢ B. All of'the replicated snapshots are also stored locally.
e C.1

Answer: B

Explanation:

Replication Fundamentals: On a Pure Storage FlashArray, replication is a snapshot-based process. To replicate a Protection Group
(pgroup) to a target array, the system must first create a point-in-time snapshot of the volumes within that group on the source array.
The "Immutable" Rule: Even if the Local Snapshot Schedule is disabled, the act of replicating requires the existence of a local
snapshot to serve as the "base" or "source" for the data transfer. Purity does not stream data directly from the active volume to the
wire; it creates a snapshot and then replicates the unique blocks contamned in that snapshot.

Accounting for Local Copies: When a Protection Group is configured for replication, every snapshot generated by the Replication
Schedule is stored locally on the source array. These snapshots will remain on the source array until they are aged out according to
the Local Retention policy (even if the local schedule itself'is off, the retention policy still applies to those replicated snapshots).
Visibility: If you navigate to the Protection Group in the Purity GUI, you will see these snapshots listed under the "Snapshots" tab.
They are functionally identical to local snapshots, meaning they can be used for local clones or restores without needing to pull data
back fromthe target array.

Why Option A and C are incorrect: * Option A: If 0 snapshots were stored, there would be nothing to replicate.

Option C: While Purity uses the most recent snapshot as a reference for delta-tracking, it keeps the entire history of snapshots
defined by your retention policy, not just a single one.

NEW QUESTION # 67
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