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H #36

A large enterprise is evaluating Cortex XDR's ability to detect sophisticated insider threats using behavioral analytics. One specific
scenario involves a disgruntled employee attempting to incrementally exfiltrate intellectual property over several weeks using
legitimate cloud storage services, blending their activity with regular work tasks. The goal is to detect this 'low-and-slow' exfiltration
without generating excessive false positives. Which combination of Cortex XDR's behavioral analytics elements provides the most
robust detection for this scenario, and what challenges might need to be addressed in its deployment?

A. Sole reliance on network-based IPS signatures for detecting large file transfers to unauthorized destinations.

B. Implementing only network flow analysis (NetFlow/IPFIX) to detect unusual peak traffic times to cloud services.

C. Primarily using threat intelligence feeds to blacklist known malicious cloud storage URLs.

D. Deployment of static file analysis engines on all endpoints to identify known malicious file types before they are uploaded.
E. Leveraging User and Entity Behavior Analytics (UEBA) to baseline individual user data transfer patterns to cloud services,
combined with Endpoint DLP to monitor sensitive file access and upload events.

IEf#: E

fEEHL -

Detecting 'low-and-slow' insider exfiltration to legitimate cloud services is a classic use case for advanced behavioral analytics,
specifically UEBA, combined with DLP. Option B correctly identifies this optimal combination: User and Entity Behavior Analytics
(UEBA): This is paramount. UEBA builds a profile of each user's normal behavior, including their typical data transfer volumes,
destinations, and frequencies for cloud services. Incremental, low-and-slow exfiltration, even using legitimate services, will eventually
deviate from this established baseline, triggering an anomaly score increase for the user. UEBA excels at detecting these subtle,
persistent changes over time that evade static rules. Endpoint DLP (Data Loss Prevention): While UEBA detects the 'how' and
'where' of unusual data movement, DLP adds the 'what' by nspecting the content of files. If the intellectual property is classified as
sensitive by DLP policies, any attempt to upload it to any cloud service (even legitimate ones the user normally uses) can be flagged
and potentially blocked or audited. Challenges: The challenges mentioned in option B are valid. Establishing accurate baselines for
cloud usage can indeed be complex due to legitimate fluctuations in user activity. Similarly, DLP requires careful configuration and
content classification to minimize false positives, as legitimate business documents could be inadvertently flagged if policies are too
aggressive. However, these are operational challenges that can be overcome with proper tuning and policy refinement, making this
the most robust approach.

R #37

A Security Operations Center (SOC) using Palo Alto Networks (PAN-OS) Next-Generation Firewalls detects an outbound
connection from an internal host to a suspicious IP address (192.0.2.10) identified as a Command and Control (C2) server by a
newly ingested threat intelligence feed. The feed also indicates this C2 is associated with the 'Cobalt Strike' adversary group. Which
of the following immediate actions, primarily driven by threat intelligence, is most critical during the mitial Contanment phase of
incident response?

A. Isolate the internal host from the network using a firewall policy change to block all its outbound connections.
B. Update the firewall's WildFire subscription to ensure the latest malware signatures are applied.

C. Inttiate a full packet capture on the firewall for all traffic to and from 192.0.2.10.

D. Conduct a vulnerability scan on the compromised internal host to identify potential entry points.

E. Notify law enforcement immediately about the detected C2 commumication.

IEf#: A

AR :

The Containment phase prioritizes limiting the incident's scope. Threat intelligence about the C2 IP and its association with a
sophisticated adversary like Cobalt Strike necessitates immediate isolation of the compromised host to prevent further compromise
or data exfiltration. While other options are valuable, they fall under different phases (e.g., Eradication, Analysis, Post-Incident) or
are less immediate for containment. A full packet capture (A) is for analysis, WildFire update (C) is proactive, vulnerability scan (D)
is for eradication, and law enforcement notification (E) is a later step.



HH #38

A zero-day exploit targeting a critical vulnerability in a widely used web application is announced. A premium threat intelligence feed
immediately provides indicators of compromise (IOCs) including a specific URL pattern, a custom HTTP header value, and a unique
user-agent string associated with the exploit attempts. Your organization uses Palo Alto Networks' WildFire and Threat Prevention.
To proactively prevent and detect this exploit before WildFire or Threat Prevention signatures are fully deployed, which combination
of Palo Alto Networks firewall configurations, leveraging custom threat intelligence, would be most effective?

¢ A Develop a custom External Dynamic List (EDL) for the URL pattern and deploy a custom IPS signature for the user-agent
string.

¢ B. Utilize a Data Filtering profile to block the custom HTTP header and a File Blocking profile to prevent downloads from the
malicious URL.

e C. Create a custom Anti-Spyware signature for the custom HTTP header and a custom Vulnerability Protection signature for
the user-agent string.

¢ D. Configure a custom URL Filtering profile to block the specific URL pattern and create a Security Policy to apply it.

¢ E. Implement a custom Threat Prevention signature (IPS) using a regular expression to match the URL pattern and HTTP
header, and a custom application override for the user-agent string.

Ef#: E

A :

This scenario emphasizes proactive defense against zero-days using custom threat intelligence. Option C provides the most
comprehensive and effective approach for Palo Alto Networks:

' Custom Threat Prevention signature (IPS) with regular expressions: This is the most powerful method to proactively detect and
block traffic patterns (like URL patterns and HTTP headers) not yet covered by vendor signatures. Regular expressions offer
flexibility for matching complex patterns.

' Custom application override for user-agent: While less direct for prevention, it can help classify and block traffic with specific,
malicious user-agents if other methods are not applicable or as an additional layer.

Let's analyze why others are less effective:

" A (Custom URL Filtering): Good for URL, but doesn't address the custom HTTP header or user-agent comprehensively.

' B (Custom Anti- Spyware/Vulnerability Protection): While possible, creating specific Anti-Spyware or Vulnerability Protection
signatures for generic HTTP elements or user-agents can be less precise or efficient than a custom IPS signature for the exploit
pattern itself. IPS is designed for exploit detection.

' (EDL for URL, Custom IPS for User-Agent): EDL is good for IP/Domain blocking but less granular for URL patterns . Custom
IPS for user-agent is possible but combining all IOCs into a single IPS signature is more efficient.

' E (Data Filtering/File Blocking): Data Filtering targets sensitive data exfiltration, not exploit attempts via HTTP headers. File
Blocking is for file types, not exploit patterns.

ER #39

An organization is deploying Cortex XDR across a heterogeneous environment including Windows servers, macOS workstations,
and Linux development machines. A key requirement is to ensure comprehensive visibility into user activity, process execution, and
network connections on all these platforms. Which of the following statements accurately describes how Cortex XDR's sensor
architecture addresses this cross-platform visibility requirement?

¢ A For non-Windows platforms, Cortex XDR mtegrates with existing open-source agents like Osquery or Auditd to collect
endpoint telemetry.

¢ B. Cortex XDR sensors on macOS and Linux primarily function as basic file integrity monitors, while full telemetry collection
is only available on Windows.

e (. Cortex XDR provides distinct, platformspecific sensor binaries (e.g.,, Windows installer, macOS package, Linux
package) that leverage OS-native APIs and kernel-level hooks to collect telemetry relevant to that specific operating system.

e D. Cortex XDR uses a single, universal sensor binary that dynamically adapts its functionality based on the underlying
operating system detected during installation.

e E. Cortex XDR relies solely on network flow data (NetFlow/IPFIX) from network devices, eliminating the need for endpoint
sensors on Linux and macOS.

IEf: C

A -

Cortex XDR employs platformr-specific sensor binaries. While the core logic and functionalities are consistent, the implementation
details, such as how they interact with the operating system kernel, perform process monitoring, or hook into network stacks, vary
significantly between Windows, macOS, and Linux to leverage OS-native capabilities and ensure deep, robust telemetry collection



on each platform This ensures comprehensive and consistent visibility across the diverse environment. Options A is incorrect as it's
not a universal binary. Options C, D, and E describe incorrect or incomplete finctionalities.

B #40

A SOC analyst is investigating a series of suspicious outbound connections from an internal server to an unknown IP address on port
4444. The SIEM has flagged this activity as 'High' severity. What is the most effective initial course of action for the analyst,
prioritizing containment and data gathering?

A. Notify executive leadership about the high-severity alert and await further instructions.

B. Initiate a full packet capture on the network segment containing the server to understand the payload, and simultaneously
check threat intelligence feeds for the destination IP.

C. Immediately block the outbound TP address at the firewall and then begin log analysis.

D. Isolate the compromised server from the network, initiate a memory dump, and then analyze network flow data.

E. Review all historical logs from the server and firewall for similar connections before taking any action.

Ef#: B

R -

While isolation (B) is a strong containment measure, initiating a packet capture (D) is crucial for understanding the nature of the
communication without immediately disrupting it, providing vital forensic data. Simultaneously checking threat intelligence feeds
allows for immediate context. Blocking (A) without understanding could be premature or disrupt legitimate business processes ifit's
a false positive, though less likely in this scenario. Reviewing historical logs (C) is part of investigation but not the most effective initial
action for an active high-severity alert. Notifying leadership (E) is important but comes after mitial triage and data gathering,
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