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ASET Ethics Examination-ASET Professional Practice Exam (PPE) Sample
Questions (Q97-Q102):

NEW QUESTION # 97

An accident occurs at a work site supervised by a regulated member of ASET. The accident has not resulted in harmto any
individuals, but some equipment has been seriously damaged. Which of the following should be the member's first step to deal with
the accident?

A. Assess the damage and elimnate any hazards.

B. Report the accident to the appropriate authorities.

C. Inttiate an internal investigation into the accident.

D. Preserve evidence of the accident, including taking photographs.

Answer: A

Explanation:

When a workplace incident or accident occurs, the paramount duty of any engineering technologist or supervisor is the immediate
protection of human life and safety. This principle is deeply embedded i both the ASET Code of Ethics and provincial Occupational
Health and Safety (OHS) legislation. Even if the initial accident only resulted in equipment damage and no individuals were
immediately harmed, the structural integrity or operational state of the site may be compromised, posing a latent threat to workers or
the public. Therefore, the absolute first step must always be to assess the immediate damage and actively eliminate or isolate any
continuing hazards (e.g., shutting off power, closing valves, evacuating the immediate area, or erecting barricades). Initiating
mvestigations, preserving evidence for insurance, or reporting to authorities like OHS are critical subsequent steps, but they must
never precede or delay the immediate securing of the site. A professional must ensure the environment is physically stabilized and
safe before turning their attention to administrative, legal, or investigative duties.

NEW QUESTION # 98
‘Which of the following statements best describes what access members of the public have to hearings before the ASET Discipline
Committee or ASET Appeal Board?

e A. Hearings are open to the public unless the Committee or Board orders otherwise.

¢ B. Hearings are closed to the public.

e (. Hearings may be open or closed to the public, depending on the nature of the hearing.
e D. Hearings are open to the public.

Answer: A

Explanation:

Self-regulating professions operate under a social contract where the government grants them the privilege to govern themselves in
exchange for prioritizing public protection. A key tenet of this system is transparency. Therefore, under the Engineering and
Geoscience Professions Act (EGPA), disciplinary hearings conducted by the ASET Discipline Committee or Appeal Board are, by
default, open to the public. This ensures that the public can witness that the profession is holding its members accountable and
administering justice fairly. However, this is not an absolute rule. The Committee or Board possesses the legal authority to order a
hearing (or portions of it) closed to the public if doing so is necessary to protect highly sensitive information. This exception is
typically invoked to protect the identity of a victim of harassment, to protect highly confidential medical records, or to prevent the
disclosure of proprietary corporate trade secrets that might be discussed as evidence during the hearing.

NEW QUESTION # 99
Which of'the following best defines a profession?

A. A society that offers benefits to its members

B. An occupation requiring specialized knowledge

C. A group of individuals with common interests

D. A team of professionals working towards a common goal

Answer: B

Explanation:
While earlier questions highlighted the "public service" aspect of a profession, at its most findamental, definitional level, a profession



is distinguished from a general job or trade by its foundation in complex, specialized intellectual knowledge. This knowledge is not
easily acquired through casual observation or basic apprenticeship; it requires rigorous, formal post-secondary education (such as an
engineering technology diploma or degree) followed by verifiable, progressive field experience. Society relies on professionals
precisely because the layperson lacks this specialized knowledge to properly evaluate the safety, efficacy, or quality of the technical
work being performed. This is why the government grants professions the right to self-regulate: because only those who possess this
advanced, specialized knowledge are fully equipped to assess the competency and ethical practice of their peers. Therefore, while
public service is the ethical core, specialized intellectual knowledge is the foundational, defining characteristic of the occupation itself.

NEW QUESTION # 100
A consultant recommends that a client purchase goods from a company from which the consultant is paid a secret commission. This
would be considered which of the following?

A. A conflict of mterest
B. A breach of contract
C. A breach of trade secrets
D. A buyer beware situation

Answer: A

Explanation:

The ASET Code of Ethics unequivocally requires members to act with integrity towards clients and employers and to actively avoid
conflicts of interest. A conflict of interest exists when a professional has a personal or financial interest that could inappropriately
mfluence their objective professional judgment. Receiving a "secret commission” or "kickback" froma supplier while advising a client
to purchase from that supplier is a textbook and severe conflict of interest. The client trusts the engineering technologist to provide
unbiased, optimal technical advice based solely on the client's needs and project specifications. By accepting a secret commission,
the consultant is financially incentivized to recommend a product that benefits their own wallet, rather than what might be best or
most cost- effective for the client. This deeply violates the professional trust placed in the technologist. To resolve such an issue
ethically, any existing financial relationships must be fully disclosed to the client upfront, before any recommendations are made.

NEW QUESTION # 101
Which of the following statements describes the role of a professional regulatory organization?

A. To coordinate licensing policies and procedures between organizations
B. To seek employment opportunities for members of the profession

C. To publish relevant information about the profession

D. To set the qualifications for admission into the profession

Answer: D

Explanation:

The primary role of a Professional Regulatory Organization (PRO) like ASET is established by provincial legislation (the EGPA) to
protect the public. To achieve this mandate, the most findamental function of a PRO is to set, maintain, and enforce the qualifications
for admission into the profession.

This mvolves evaluating academic credentials, assessing practical work experience, administering professional practice examinations,
and ensuring applicants have good character. By acting as the gatekeeper, the PRO ensures that only competent, qualified
mdividuals are legally permitted to use protected titles and practice engineering technology independently. While PROs may
occasionally publish relevant information or coordinate with other bodies, these are secondary functions. Crucially, a PRO is not a
union or an advocacy group; its purpose is not to seek employment opportunities, negotiate wages, or protect the financial interests
of its members (Option C). Its overriding duty is regulatory-ensuring the competency of its practitioners to safeguard public welfare.

NEW QUESTION # 102
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