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of the test. They still fail because they just remember the less important point. In order to service the candidates better, we have
issued the SecOps-Pro test engine for you. Our company has accumulated so much experience about the test. So we can predict
the real test precisely. Almost half questions and answers of the real exam occur on our SecOps-Pro practice material. That means if
you study our study guide, your passing rate is much higher than other candidates. Preparing the SecOps-Pro exam has shortcut.
From now, stop learning by yourself and try our test engine. All your efforts will pay off one day.

Palo Alto Networks Security Operations Professional Sample Questions
(Q66-Q71):
NEW QUESTION # 66 
A custom script activity, previously categorized as non-malicious, suddenly begins executing a series of unusual file operations and
network connections. Cortex XDR detects this change, aggregates the sequence of abnormal events, and immediately raises a high-
severity alert. Which Cortex XDR capability uses statistical baselining and machine learning to specifically identify this type of
activity?

A. Causality View
B. Threat Hunting Engine
C. Incident Management Engine
D. Analytics Engine

Answer: D

Explanation:
The Analytics Engine uses statistical baselining and machine learning to model normal behavior and detect deviations, enabling it to
identify unusual activity patterns and generate high-severity alerts when anomalies occur.

NEW QUESTION # 67 
Consider the following XQL query for Cortex XDR. What is the primary purpose of this query in the context of WildFire, and what
specific type of threat intelligence can be derived from its results? (Select all that apply.)

A. List all files blocked by Cortex XDR's Anti-Malware engine based on a local signature match, without relying on
WildFire's cloud verdict.
B. Correlate WildFire verdicts with specific endpoint actions (e.g., process execution, network connections) to understand
the full attack chain of detected threats.
C. Track the prevalence of specific file types being submitted to WildFire from your environment, allowing for proactive
policy adjustments or targeted threat hunting.
D. Identify all files submitted to WildFire by Cortex XDR agents that were ultimately deemed 'malicious' or 'phishing',
indicating successful initial detection by WildFire's cloud analysis.
E. Detect polymorphic malware variants that WildFire initially classified as 'grayware' but subsequently exhibited malicious
behavior after further dynamic analysis or community feedback.

Answer: B,D

Explanation:
This question requires an understanding of how XQL integrates with WildFire data. A typical XQL query involving WildFire would
join tables like file or with information related to WildFire submissions and verdicts. Option A: Queries focusing on wildfire verdict in
process directly serve this purpose, identifying successful WildFire detections. Option B: By joining WildFire verdict data with ( '
malicious 'phishing') process execution, network connection, or file write events (common in XQL), analysts can reconstruct the kill
chain, understand what malicious files did, and identify affected endpoints. This is crucial for incident response and threat hunting.
Option C: This query is about local Anti-Malware, not directly related to WildFire verdicts. Option D: While WildFire can re-
classify, this specific query type is less direct for identifying 'polymorphic variants' that started as grayware and later changed. It's
more about the final verdict. Dynamic analysis handles polymorphic aspects. Option E: While possible with XQL, this would require
querying submission types and counts, which is a broader use case for XQL analytics rather than a primary purpose directly linked
to the 'malicious' or 'phishing' verdict focus implied by WildFire's core function.

NEW QUESTION # 68 
A threat actor has compromised a critical server and is now attempting to establish covert C2 communication using DNS tunneling.
This involves encoding malicious commands and data within DNS queries and responses, often leveraging non-existent subdomains
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(e.g., 'command.payload.maliciousdomain.com'). The Palo Alto Networks firewalls are configured with DNS Security and logs are
sent to Cortex Data Lake. As a Security Operations Professional, which of the following advanced hunting queries in Cortex Data
Lake would be most effective in identifying these subtle indicators of DNS tunneling?

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Answer: A,D

Explanation:
DNS tunneling often manifests as unusually long DNS queries, high entropy subdomains, and specific patterns of data transfer within
DNS records. Option C focuses on structural anomalies : , and DNS tunneling often results in many, long, random-looking labels to
encode data. This query effectively identifies such statistical outliers. Option D uses entropy calculation Centropy(query)') which is a
strong indicator of randomized DGA-like patterns used in tunneling. It also filters for non-standard TLDs and looks for asymmetrical
data transfer ('bytes_sent eq 0 and bytes_received gt C), which can indicate data exfiltration through DNS responses, a classic sign
of tunneling. The combination of entropy and unusual TLDs is powerful. Option A is too simplistic, only looking at high query counts.
Option B focuses on DGA, which is related but doesn't directly address the tunneling aspect (i.e., the data encoding within the
query/response). Option E's could be useful, but 'regexp_extract' for IP is flawed and 'longest_laber alone might not be as effective
as entropy or average label length for diverse tunneling methods.

NEW QUESTION # 69 
An organization is using a bespoke vulnerability management system that integrates with Palo Alto Networks Panorama for firewall
rule management and XSOAR for incident orchestration. A new zero-day vulnerability (CVE-2023-XXXX) affecting a critical web
application is disclosed. The vulnerability management system flags all instances of this application. For effective incident
categorization and prioritization, what dynamic attributes or processes are crucial to incorporate, going beyond mere vulnerability
detection?

A. Assigning all alerts related to CVE-2023-XXXX to the highest priority, irrespective of whether the application is internet-
facing or handles sensitive data.
B. Prioritizing remediation based solely on the operating system of the affected server, as OS-level vulnerabilities are always
most critical.
C. Leveraging external threat intelligence feeds (e.g., Unit 42, CISA KEV) to confirm active exploitation of CVE-2023-
XXXX in the wild, correlating with observed network traffic (e.g., Palo Alto Networks firewall logs for unusual HTTP
requests), and assessing the business impact of the specific web application.
D. The CVSS score of the CVE and the number of affected instances. While important, these are static at disclosure and
don't reflect environmental factors or active exploitation.
E. Ignoring the vulnerability until a patch is released, as immediate action is often disruptive.

Answer: C

Explanation:
Prioritizing a zero-day vulnerability goes far beyond its static CVSS score or the number of affected systems. Option B outlines a
comprehensive, dynamic approach: 1) Active Exploitation Confirmation: External threat intelligence (like CISA KEV or Unit 42
reports) indicating active exploitation in the wild immediately elevates the threat. 2) Correlated Network Activity: Analyzing Palo
Alto Networks firewall logs or other network telemetry for unusual traffic patterns (e.g., specific HTTP requests, C2
communications) that align with known exploitation attempts for that CVE provides high-fidelity in-house detection. 3) Business
Impact Assessment: Understanding the criticality of the specific web application (e.g., public-facing, handles sensitive customer data,
critical business function) is paramount. Combining these three dynamic factors allows for truly informed categorization (e.g., 'Active
Zero-Day Exploitation on Crown Jewel Asset') and prioritization (e.g., 'Critical - Immediate Containment'). Options A, C, D, and E



represent static, overly broad, or negligent approaches.

NEW QUESTION # 70 
A threat intelligence team produces a report on a new APT group known for targeting specific industry sectors using novel
obfuscation techniques. This report includes IOCs (Indicators of Compromise) and TTPs (Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures).
How should this intelligence be integrated into an organization's incident categorization and prioritization process to maximize its
impact?

A. The IOCs should be immediately blocked at the firewall, and the TTPs added to a static incident classification matrix.
B. Only the IOCs should be ingested into the SIEM as watchlists, and TTPs should be ignored as they are too abstract for
direct prioritization.
C. The report should be circulated to all IT staff for awareness, and any alerts matching the IOCs should be manually
reviewed daily.
D. The intelligence should primarily be used for retrospective hunting exercises and not directly integrated into real-time
categorization.
E. The IOCs should be used to create new detection rules with a 'Critical' severity, and the TTPs should inform playbooks
and analyst training for identifying related behavioral anomalies and dynamically assigning higher priority to incidents matching
these TTPs.

Answer: E

Explanation:
Integrating threat intelligence effectively means leveraging both IOCs and TTPs. IOCs (like hashes, IPs, domains) are excellent for
creating specific, high-fidelity detection rules (Option B), which can be automatically assigned a high severity due to the known threat
actor. TTPs, being behavioral patterns, are crucial for informing and refining incident categorization and prioritization beyond just
IOC matches. By understanding the APT group's TTPs, security teams can:
1) Create more sophisticated detection logic in the SIEM/EDR, 2) Develop or modify XSOAR playbooks to look for combinations
of events that align with these TTPs, and 3) Train analysts to recognize these behaviors, allowing them to dynamically assign higher
priority to incidents exhibiting these characteristics, even if no explicit IOCs are present. This holistic approach significantly improves
detection and response capabilities.

NEW QUESTION # 71
......
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