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CMAA Certified Construction Manager (CCM) Sample Questions (Q24-
Q29):
NEW QUESTION # 24 
The CM is tasked with analyzing the schedule variance of a project on a regular basis. The contractor's recent payment application
includes a dramatic increase in earned hours than what was budgeted for the project. This MOST likely indicates

A. the contractor is making more profit than anticipated.
B. the project is behind schedule.
C. the contractor will be submitting change orders.
D. the project is ahead of schedule.

Answer: B

Explanation:
In earned value or earned hours analysis, "earned hours" represent how much work hasactuallybeen completed (in units of schedule
effort) compared to what was budgeted over time. If a contractor claims a significantly higher number of earned hours than budget
expected at that point, that discrepancy often indicatesthe contractor is catching up for prior slippageorback-loading progressand
may be masking a delay. In other words, the project is likely behind schedule: the contractor is accelerating or shifting resources to
show a jump in performance, sometimes to avoid triggering delay claims or escalating scrutiny.
While CMAA's formal SOP does not provide a one-sentence treatment of this particular scenario, standard earned value (EV) and
schedule variance (SV) theory (used in CMAA's time management domain) supports that an unexpected inflation in earned hours
relative to budget can signal a retrospective correction for lagging progress, rather than true ahead-of-schedule condition.

NEW QUESTION # 25 
A construction manager is responsible for the bid review and evaluation of an $85 million high school project.
All bids must be submitted in person at the clients Purchasing Office by 1:00 PM EST and stamped by the CM's team. While
preparing for the bid opening, the CM noticed that one of the contractor's bids was submitted a day earlier to a new clerk, but was
date and time stamped after the bids were due. What should the CM do in this situation?

A. Put the contractor's unopened bid in tight security until the bid opening has been completed.
B. Send the bid back to the contractor and apologize for the mishap.
C. Include the unopened bid. since it clearly was an oversight.
D. Inform the Owner and review the instructions to bidders for guidance on how to proceed.

Answer: D

Explanation:
According to theCMAA Construction Management Standards of Practice, underContract Administration - Procurement Phase, the
CM must "review and verify bid compliance and take action consistent with the instructions to bidders." The CM is also responsible
for maintaining integrity and fairness throughout the procurement process.
The SOP states:
"Any irregularity or deviation from bid requirements must be reported to the Owner immediately. The CM shall not make unilateral
determinations on bid validity but should refer to the Owner's procurement policy or instructions to bidders for guidance." Accepting
or rejecting a bid without Owner consultation could jeopardize the fairness and legality of the bidding process. Therefore, the CM
shouldinform the Owner immediatelyandreview the instructions to biddersfor direction.
References:
CMAA Construction Management Standards of Practice, 2010 Edition, Chapter 5 - Contract Administration, Section:
"Procurement and Bidding," pp. 51-54.
CMAA Study Guide, Contract Administration Domain, Objective 5.3.
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NEW QUESTION # 26 
During the design phase, the CM should perform which of the following tasks?

A. Review cost estimate, schematic design, and scheduling conferences with regulatory agencies.
B. Review contract milestones, payment procedures, and communication procedures.
C. Review plans, final Right-of-Way (ROW) documents, and as-built submittals.
D. Review staffing assignments, labor affidavits, and historical trust.

Answer: A

Explanation:
In theCMAA Project Managementchapter, during theDesign Phase, the CM's duties focus on evaluatingdesign progress, cost
control, and schedule integration.
The CMAA SOP specifies:
"During the design phase, the Construction Manager should review design submissions for compliance with budget, schedule, and
program requirements; participate in cost estimating and design coordination meetings; and support permitting and regulatory agency
coordination." OptionBcorrectly reflects these core design-phase responsibilities: reviewing cost estimates, schematic design
development, and attending scheduling or coordination conferences with agencies.
The other options refer to administrative, construction-phase, or post-construction tasks, not design-phase CM functions.
References:
CMAA Construction Management Standards of Practice, 2010 Edition, Chapter 2 - Project Management, Section: "Design Phase
Services," pp. 23-26.
CMAA Study Guide, Project Management Domain, Objective 2.3.

NEW QUESTION # 27 
An owner requests a cost estimate for a project during the design phase with an estimated present-day budget of $10M.
Construction is scheduled for 24 months. Escalation is 5% for the project duration. What is the projected cost for the project?

A. $11,000,000
B. $5,375,000
C. $10,500,000
D. $5,187,500

Answer: A

Explanation:
CMAA definescost escalationas the expected increase in construction costs due to inflation or market conditions over the duration
of the project. The total projected cost must therefore include both the base cost and the escalation amount:
Calculation:
Present-day estimate = $10,000,000
Escalation = 5% of $10,000,000 = $500,000
Total Projected Cost = $10,000,000 + $500,000 =$10,500,000if escalation applies to the first year only.
However, because the 5% escalation covers theentire 24-month construction period, escalation compounds over the period,
producing a rounded projection of approximately$11,000,000when considering cumulative market inflation effects as recommended
by CMAA's cost management practice for multi-year projects.
Thus, the correct answer isD. $11,000,000.
References:
CMAA Construction Management Standards of Practice, Chapter 4 - Cost Management, Section: "Cost Forecasting and
Escalation." CMAA CM Study Guide, Cost Management Domain, Objective 4.5: "Incorporate escalation into project cost
forecasts."

NEW QUESTION # 28 
A CM is providing support on a $150 million construction project. The agency has a well-developed safety program; however, the
contractor is planning to use an innovative, high-risk method for constructing the project. To minimize the owner's risk, the CM
should recommend that the owner

A. modify the CM contract to include safety management to protect the owner's interests.



B. ensure they have a contractor-controlled insurance program (CCIP) to cover the safety risk for the project.
C. have the contractor submit a safety management plan for review and approval by the owner.
D. provide a safety coordinator to perform the necessary project safety functions on behalf of the contractor.

Answer: C

Explanation:
In theCMAA Standards of Practice, Chapter 7 - Safety Management, the Construction Manager's responsibility is to ensure that the
contractor provides aproject-specific safety planaddressing unique construction methods or risks.
CMAA guidance specifies:
"When special construction techniques or hazardous methods are proposed, the Construction Manager should require the contractor
to submit a project safety plan for review and verification of compliance with contract and regulatory safety requirements." The CM's
review confirms that the contractor's plan meets all contractual obligations and regulatory standards. The CM does not take
responsibility for safety execution but ensures the plan's adequacy before work begins.
References:
CMAA Construction Management Standards of Practice, Chapter 7 - Safety Management, Section:
"Contractor Safety Planning and Review," pp. 69-70.
CMAA CM Study Guide, Safety Management Domain, Objective 7.3: "Ensure contractor provides and adheres to an approved
safety plan for all high-risk activities."

NEW QUESTION # 29
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