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USGBC LEED-Green-Associate Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Integrative Strategies: This section of the exam measures the skills of project managers and focuses on the
integrative process in LEED projects. It includes understanding the roles of various team members and
standards that support LEED, such as ASHRAE and ENERGY STAR guidelines. This section highlights
the importance of collaboration and systems thinking in achieving sustainable design.

Topic 2

LEED Process: This section of the exam measures the skills of sustainability consultants and covers the
foundational aspects of LEED, including organization fundamentals, the structure of LEED rating systems,
and the LEED certification process. It emphasizes understanding the goals and objectives of each credit
category and how they contribute to sustainable building practices.

Topic 3
Energy and Atmosphere: This section of the exam measures the skills of energy efficiency engineers and
covers building loads, energy efficiency measures, and alternative energy practices. It emphasizes
commissioning, energy auditing, and the use of renewable energy sources.

Topic 4
Sustainable Sites: This section of the exam measures the skills of landscape architects and focuses on on-
site assessment and design strategies that reduce environmental impact. It includes topics like habitat
conservation, rainwater management, and exterior lighting.
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Topic 5
Location and Transportation: This section of the exam measures the skills of urban planners and covers site
selection criteria and alternative transportation strategies. It emphasizes choosing sites that minimize
environmental impact and promote sustainable transportation options.

Topic 6
Project Surroundings and Public Outreach: This section of the exam measures the skills of community
engagement specialists and covers the environmental impacts of buildings, green building codes, and the
values of sustainable design. It also includes regional design considerations and public outreach strategies.

Topic 7
Materials and Resources: This section of the exam measures the skills of sustainable materials specialists
and focuses on reuse, life-cycle impacts, waste management, and environmentally preferable purchasing
practices. It highlights the importance of material selection in reducing environmental impacts.
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USGBC LEED Green Associate Exam Sample Questions (Q83-Q88):
NEW QUESTION # 83 
Which Is a component of a construction waste management plan?

A. Quantity of waste generated from excavated soil
B. List of materials to be diverted from disposal
C. Projected cost savings from diverting waste
D. Distance of the recycling facility from the project site

Answer: B

Explanation:
A list of materials to be diverted from disposal is a component of a construction waste management plan. A construction waste
management plan is a document that outlines the goals, procedures, and responsibilities for diverting construction and demolition
waste from landfills or incinerators. A list of materials to be diverted from disposal identifies the types and quantities of materials that
can be recycled, reused, salvaged, or donated, as well as the destinations and methods for diversion. The other options are not
components of a construction waste management plan. Projected cost savings from diverting waste is a potential benefit of
implementing a construction waste management plan, but it is not a required component. Quantity of waste generated from
excavated soil is a factor that affects the construction waste generation rate, but it is not a component of a construction waste
management plan. Distance of the recycling facility from the project site is a factor that affects the transportation emissions and costs
associated with diverting waste, but it is not a component of a construction waste management plan. References: LEED Green
Associate Candidate Handbook, page 28; USGBC, [Materials and Resources], page 3.

NEW QUESTION # 84 
Which of the following is a design and planning strategy for reducing energy demand?

A. Size the building appropriately
B. Increase outdoor air ventilation
C. Maximize thermal bridging
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D. Extend equipment warranty periods

Answer: A

Explanation:
Sizing the building appropriately means designing the building to meet the needs and expectations of the occupants, without creating
excess space that would require more energy to heat, cool, and light. This strategy reduces the energy demand of the building and
also saves on construction costs and materials.
LEED v4 for Building Design and Construction, p. 36
LEED Green Associate Candidate Handbook, p. 11

NEW QUESTION # 85 
During the pre-design phase of a three-story office building, the project team determines that the anticipated energy use of the
proposed building will exceed the Owner's Project Requirements (OPR). What strategy should the project team consider in order to
lower the building's energy use?

A. Maximize daylighting opportunities with properly sized and oriented windows
B. Monitor and verity performance to ensure that building systems are functioning as designed
C. Increase the square footage of the building
D. Use valid survey protocols to assess occupants' satisfaction with the indoor environment

Answer: A

Explanation:
Maximizing daylighting opportunities with properly sized and oriented windows can significantly reduce a building's energy use. By
allowing more natural light into the building, the need for artificial lighting can be reduced, which in turn reduces electricity
consumption. Additionally, if windows are properly oriented, they can also help with passive heating and cooling, further reducing
energy use. Reference: LEED Green Associate Candidate Handbook, U.S. Green Building Council resources

NEW QUESTION # 86 
Which of the following organizations' standards are referenced by the LEED rating systems?

A. Meeting Professionals International (MPI)
B. National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
C. American Institute of Architects (AIA)
D. International Organization for Standardization (ISO)

Answer: B

Explanation:
The LEED rating systems reference the standards of various organizations that are relevant to green building design, construction,
and operation. The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) is one of these organizations, and its standards cover topics such
as fire safety, electrical safety, emergency power systems, and fire suppression systems. The LEED rating systems reference the
NFPA standards in several credits and prerequisites, such as Minimum Energy Performance, Minimum Indoor Air Quality
Performance, and Environmental Tobacco Smoke Control.
Reference:
LEED rating system
LEED rating system selection guidance
What is LEED certification?
LEED - Wikipedia

NEW QUESTION # 87 
When considering strategies for reducing indoor water use, which plumbing fixture would be excluded?

A. Kitchen faucet
B. Showerhead
C. Drip irrigation
D. Urinal



Answer: C

Explanation:
Drip irrigation is a method of watering plants that delivers water directly to the roots through a network of pipes, tubes, valves, and
emitters. Drip irrigation is not a plumbing fixture, but a landscaping technique that can reduce outdoor water use by minimizing
evaporation, runoff, and overspray12.
Plumbing fixtures are devices that provide water for various purposes, such as washing, bathing, cooking, or flushing. Plumbing
fixtures include urinals, showerheads, kitchen faucets, and other types of faucets, toilets, bidets, and sinks. Plumbing fixtures are
subject to indoor water use reduction strategies in LEED certification, such as installing low-flow or high-efficiency models, using
automatic sensors or timers, or implementing water reuse systems34.

NEW QUESTION # 88
......
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