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Palo Alto Networks NetSec-Analyst Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Policy Creation and Application: This section of the exam measures the abilities of Firewall Administrators
and focuses on creating and applying different types of policies essential to secure and manage traffic. The
domain includes security policies incorporating App-ID, User-ID, and Content-ID, as well as NAT,
decryption, application override, and policy-based forwarding policies. It also covers SD-WAN routing
and SLA policies that influence how traffic flows across distributed environments. The section ensures
professionals can design and implement policy structures that support secure, efficient network operations.
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Topic 2

Object Configuration Creation and Application: This section of the exam measures the skills of Network
Security Analysts and covers the creation, configuration, and application of objects used across security
environments. It focuses on building and applying various security profiles, decryption profiles, custom
objects, external dynamic lists, and log forwarding profiles. Candidates are expected to understand how
data security, IoT security, DoS protection, and SD-WAN profiles integrate into firewall operations. The
objective of this domain is to ensure analysts can configure the foundational elements required to protect
and optimize network security using Strata Cloud Manager.

Topic 3

Management and Operations: This section of the exam measures the skills of Security Operations
Professionals and covers the use of centralized management tools to maintain and monitor firewall
environments. It focuses on Strata Cloud Manager, folders, snippets, automations, variables, and logging
services. Candidates are also tested on using Command Center, Activity Insights, Policy Optimizer, Log
Viewer, and incident-handling tools to analyze security data and improve the organization overall security
posture. The goal is to validate competence in managing day-to-day firewall operations and responding to
alerts effectively.

Topic 4

Troubleshooting: This section of the exam measures the skills of Technical Support Analysts and covers the
identification and resolution of configuration and operational issues. It includes troubleshooting
misconfigurations, runtime errors, commit and push issues, device health concerns, and resource usage
problems. This domain ensures candidates can analyze failures across management systems and on-device
functions, enabling them to maintain a stable and reliable security infrastructure.
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Palo Alto Networks Network Security Analyst Sample Questions (Q79-Q84):
NEW QUESTION # 79 
Based on the image below, what is a risk associated with this configuration?

A. Min Version setting of TLSv1.3 can cause compatibility issues with legacy applications or clients.
B. Max Version setting of "Max" enables the use of Perfect Forward Secrecy (PFS) and cannot be decrypted.
C. Authentication algorithm selections can significantly increase resource consumption and cause performance degradation.
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D. Encryption algorithms 3DES and RC4 being disabled decreases security posture.

Answer: A

Explanation:
Comprehensive and Detailed 150 to 250 words of Explanation From Palo Alto Networks Network Security Analyst Knowledge:
In the provided image, the Decryption Profile is configured with a Min Version of TLSv1.3. While this represents a high security
posture, it introduces a significant operational risk: compatibility issues with legacy applications or clients.
Many older operating systems, web browsers, and legacy internal applications do not support TLS 1.3. If a client or server attempts
to negotiate a connection using an older, unsupported protocol version (such as TLS
1.2 or 1.1), the firewall will drop the connection because it falls below the configured minimum threshold. A Network Security
Analyst must balance the need for modern encryption with the functional requirements of the network.
Option C is incorrect because disabling weak algorithms like 3DES and RC4 actually improves the security posture. Option D is
incorrect because the firewall is fully capable of decrypting traffic using Perfect Forward Secrecy (PFS) if the appropriate certificates
are installed. Option B is a general concern for all decryption but is not a specific risk of the versioning shown. Therefore, the most
immediate risk of setting the minimum version to TLS 1.3 is the potential disruption of services for any user or system still relying on
the widely- used TLS 1.2 protocol or older.

NEW QUESTION # 80 
A Palo Alto Networks firewall is forwarding logs to an external syslog server. The Security team reports that some critical 'threat'
logs, particularly those with 'severity critical', are occasionally missing from the syslog server, especially during peak network activity.
Upon investigation, the firewall's system logs show 'log-pkt-discard' messages, and the syslog server is reachable and responsive.
What is the most probable cause for these missing logs, and what configuration change within the Log Forwarding Profile or related
settings could best mitigate this issue?

A. The syslog server's UDP buffer is overflowing. Change the Log Forwarding Profile to use TCP as the protocol for syslog,
as TCP provides reliable delivery and retransmission.
B. The firewall's management plane is overloaded, causing it to drop logs before forwarding. Increase the 'Maximum Log
Queue Size' in 'Device > Setup > Management > Logging and Reporting Settings'.
C. The Log Forwarding Profile is configured with a 'Commit Threshold' that is too high, leading to logs being buffered and
potentially dropped during high volume. Lower the commit threshold.
D. The 'Log Rate Limit' for syslog forwarding is too low, causing logs to be discarded once the rate is exceeded. Increase the
'Log Rate Limit' in 'Device > Setup > Management > Logging and Reporting Settings'.
E. The 'Log Filtering' within the Log Forwarding Profile is inadvertently excluding critical threat logs. Review and correct the
filter expressions to ensure critical logs are included.

Answer: A

Explanation:
The presence of 'log-pkt-discard' messages on the firewall when the syslog server is responsive, coupled with critical logs going
missing, strongly suggests that UDP packets are being dropped, either by the firewall itself due to internal resource constraints during
transmission (less likely if the issue is intermittent during 'peak network activity' and the server is 'responsive') or more commonly, by
an overloaded UDP listener on the syslog server or an intermediary network device. UDP is a connectionless protocol without
guaranteed delivery. Switching to TCP (Option A) provides reliable, ordered, and acknowledged delivery, mitigating packet loss
due to transient network congestion or receiver overflow, which aligns with 'log-pkt-discard' and missing logs during high activity.
Option B (queue size) helps with bursts but TCP is for reliable delivery. Option C (Commit Threshold) is related to log storage on
the firewall itself for disk logging, not forwarding. Option D (Log Rate Limit) would cause discards, but simply increasing it might just
shift the problem. Option E (filtering) implies consistent filtering, not intermittent loss.

NEW QUESTION # 81 
An administrator manages a network with 300 addresses that require translation. The administrator configured NAT with an address
pool of 240 addresses and found that connections from addresses that needed new translations were being dropped.
Which type of NAT was configured?

A. Dynamic IP and Port
B. Static IP
C. Dynamic IP
D. Destination NAT



Answer: C

Explanation:
The size of the NAT pool should be equal to the number of internal hosts that require address translations. By default, if the source
address pool is larger than the NAT address pool and eventually all of the NAT addresses are allocated, new connections that need
address translation are dropped. To override this default behavior, use Advanced (Dynamic IP/Port Fallback) to enable the use of
DIPP addresses when necessary

NEW QUESTION # 82 
To comply with new regulations, a company requires all traffic logs related to the "HR-App" application across all Security policies
be sent to a compliance syslog server. A Log Forwarding profile already exists to send logs to a default syslog server. What is the
most efficient process for configuring an NGFW to comply with the new regulations without disrupting existing traffic logs being sent
to the default syslog server?

A. Create a Log Forwarding profile and enable the predefined filter for "Application" In the associated dropdown, select or
create a new application object with the name "HR-App," and add the details for the compliance syslog server.
B. Edit the existing Log Forwarding profile, add a new entry, use the filter builder to match on application "HR-App, " and
add the details for the compliance syslog server.
C. Create a new Log Forwarding profile, update the profile with the details of the compliance syslog server and attach the
profile to the relevant Security policy rule.
D. Edit the existing Log Forwarding profile by adding a new match list consisting of Log Forwarding filter for the application
named "HR-App" to direct logs to the compliance syslog server.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Editing the existing Log Forwarding profile and adding a new match list entry with a filter for the specific application allows those
logs to be additionally forwarded to the compliance syslog server while preserving the current forwarding behavior to the default
server. This approach is efficient and avoids modifying multiple policies or disrupting existing log delivery.

NEW QUESTION # 83 
Which information is included in device state other than the local configuration?

A. system logs to provide information of PAN-OS changes
B. device group and template settings pushed from Panorama
C. audit logs to provide information of administrative account changes
D. uncommitted changes

Answer: B

NEW QUESTION # 84
......
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