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CIDQ IDFX Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Professional Development and Ethics: This section of the exam measures skills of a Design Consultant and
emphasizes the importance of ethical practice and ongoing learning. Candidates demonstrate familiarity with
professional codes of conduct, consumer?protection principles, and strategies for continuing education and
engagement with industry organizations.

Topic 2

Programming and Site Analysis: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior Designer and covers
the effective use of analytical techniques to understand a project’s context. Candidates must show how
they apply tools—such as spreadsheets, diagrams, and photographic studies—alongside research methods
like observations and precedent studies to evaluate site factors including location, orientation, zoning
restrictions, and existing conditions.

Topic 3

Interior Building Materials and Finishes: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior
Designer and explores the selection and specification of surface materials. Examinees must show
comprehension of the performance standards, installation methods, and technical considerations for textiles,
floor coverings, wall and ceiling treatments, acoustical products, and signage within interior environments.

Topic 4

Construction Drawings, Schedules, and Specifications: This section of the exam measures skills of
an Interior Designer and covers the production and interpretation of technical documents. Test?takers must
show mastery of drawing standards, dimensioning conventions, and code?required annotations, as well as
the ability to develop plans, sections, elevations, schedules, and millwork details that accurately
communicate design intent.

Topic 5

Technical Specifications for Furniture, Fixtures, & Equipment and Lighting: This section of the exam
measures skills of a Design Consultant and examines how to specify FF&E and lighting systems.
Candidates demonstrate an understanding of life?safety requirements, sustainability metrics, material
performance standards, and how to choose appropriate fixtures—considering factors like luminous
efficacy, color rendering, and energy load—to meet functional and environmental goals.

Topic 6

Relationship between Human Behavior and the Designed Environment: This section of the exam measures
skills of a Design Consultant and covers interpreting how people interact with spaces. Examinees
demonstrate an understanding of human factors—from ergonomic dimensions to social and cultural
influences—and how universal design principles ensure accessibility and inclusivity, while also considering
sensory impacts such as lighting, acoustics, and thermal comfort.

Topic 7

Design Communication Techniques: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior Designer and
focuses on translating research and concepts into clear visual formats. Test?takers show how they develop
charts, infographics, and conceptual diagrams to convey ideas, and how they organize planning diagrams—
like adjacency studies and zoning plans—to guide the layout and functional relationships within a space.

CIDQ Interior Design Fundamentals Exam Sample Questions (Q27-Q32):
NEW QUESTION # 27 
Which of the following is used to rate flame spread and smoke development in interior finishes?

A. ASTM E-84
B. ASTM D2859
C. NFPA 265
D. NFPA 253

Answer: A

Explanation:
Flame spread and smoke development are critical factors in evaluating the fire safety of interior finishes, such as wallcoverings and
ceiling materials. The ASTM E-84 test, also known as the Steiner Tunnel Test, is the standard method used to measure these
properties. It rates materials on a scale (e.g., Class A, B, C) based on how quickly flames spread and how much smoke is
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produced. Option A (NFPA 253) tests the critical radiant flux of floor coverings, not flame spread or smoke development. Option B
(NFPA 265) tests the fire performance of textiles in room corner scenarios, not a general flame spread test. Option D (ASTM
D2859) is the pill test for the flammability ofcarpets, not a flame spread or smoke test.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on fire safety standards.
Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualstates, "ASTM E-84 is the standard test method used to rate flame spread and
smoke development of interior finishes, providing classifications for fire safety." The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum requires knowledge
of fire safety standards, with ASTM E-84 being the primary test for evaluating flame spread and smoke development in interior
finishes.
Objectives:
* Understand fire safety standards for interior finishes (IDFX Objective: Codes and Standards).

NEW QUESTION # 28 
What information is typically shown on a room finish schedule?

A. Tile adhesive
B. Window treatment
C. Wall base
D. Door finish

Answer: C

Explanation:
A room finish schedule is a chart used in construction documents to list the finishes for each room, typically including materials for
floors, walls, ceilings, and wall bases. The wall base (e.g., baseboard material) is a standard component included in a room finish
schedule because it is part of the room's finish materials.
Option B (door finish) is typically specified in a door schedule, not a room finish schedule. Option C (tile adhesive) is a construction
detail, not a finish, and is included in specifications, not the finish schedule.
Option D (window treatment) may be noted in a separate schedule or specification, as it is considered a furnishing rather than a
room finish.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on construction documentation.
Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualstates, "A room finish schedule typically includes finishes for floors, walls,
ceilings, and wall bases for each room in the project." The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum emphasizes the role of room finish schedules in
documenting finish materials, with wall bases being a standard inclusion.
Objectives:
* Develop room finish schedules for construction documents (IDFX Objective: Design Communication).

NEW QUESTION # 29 
A zoning committee would be MOST likely to review what aspect of a new building's footprint?

A. Solar orientation
B. Means of egress
C. Setbacks
D. Accessibility

Answer: C

Explanation:
A zoning committee is responsible for ensuring that a building complies with local zoning regulations, which govern land use, building
placement, and site development. Setbacks-the minimum distances a building must be from property lines-are a key aspect of a
building's footprint that zoning committees review to ensure compliance with zoning ordinances (e.g., maintaining open space, light,
and air). Option B (accessibility) is governed by building codes and ADA standards, not zoning. Option C (solar orientation) is a
design consideration, not a zoning requirement. Option D (means of egress) is regulated by building codes like the IBC, not zoning.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on zoning and site analysis.
Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualstates, "Zoning committees primarily review aspects of a building's footprint,
such as setbacks, to ensure compliance with local zoning regulations." The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum includes zoning as part of site
analysis, emphasizing setbacks as a key zoning consideration for building placement.



Objectives:
* Understand zoning regulations and their impact on design (IDFX Objective: Programming and Site Analysis).

NEW QUESTION # 30 
Which sink is accessible in a corporate break room?

A. An integral solid surface sink at 34" H [864 mm] with a 30" x 48" [762 mm x 1219 mm] front approach and insulated
piping.
B. A porcelain drop-in sink with exposed rim installed at 34" H [864 mm] with a 30" x 48" [762 mm x
1219 mm] front approach and insulated piping.
C. An undermount stainless steel sink at 34" H [864 mm] with a 30" x 42" [762 mm x 1219 mm] side approach and grab bar.

Answer: A

Explanation:
For a sink to be accessible in a corporate break room, it must comply with ADA standards, which include a maximum height of 34
inches (864 mm) above the finished floor, a clear floor space for approach, and knee space for wheelchair users. Additionally,
exposed pipes must be insulated to prevent burns. Option A (integral solid surface sink at 34" H with a 30" x 48" front approach and
insulated piping) meets all requirements: the height is correct, the front approach space is adequate, and the piping is insulated.
Option B (undermount stainless steel sink with a side approach) has a 30" x 42" approach, which is too narrow for a side approach
(ADA requires 30" x 48"), and a grab bar is not required for a sink. Option C (porcelain drop-in sink with exposed rim) may pose a
barrier due to the rim, which can obstruct access for wheelchair users, despite meeting other criteria.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on accessibility standards.
Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualreferences ADA standards, stating, "An accessible sink must be no higher than
34 inches (864 mm), provide a 30" x 48" front approach, and have insulated piping to protect wheelchair users." The NCIDQ IDFX
curriculum requires designers to apply ADA standards for accessible fixtures, with Option A fully meeting the criteria for height,
approach, and safety.
Objectives:
* Apply accessibility standards to break room design (IDFX Objective: Codes and Standards).

NEW QUESTION # 31 
A client has asked the designer to design a brochure rack for the waiting room of a clinic. The rack must be accessible to all adult
patients. What should be the MAXIMUM height of the brochure rack?

A. 54" [1372 mm] above finished floor
B. 60" [1524 mm] above finished floor
C. 66" [1676 mm] above finished floor
D. 48" [1219 mm] above finished floor

Answer: A

Explanation:
For a brochure rack to be accessible to all adult patients, including those with disabilities, it must comply with ADA accessibility
guidelines. The ADA specifies that the maximum reach height for operable parts (like a brochure rack) is 54 inches (1372 mm)
above the finished floor for a side reach, assuming a clear floor space for a wheelchair user. This height ensures that individuals,
including those in wheelchairs, can access the brochures without undue difficulty. Option A (48") is within the forward reach limit but
is unnecessarily restrictive for a side reach. Options C (60") and D (66") exceed the ADA maximum reach height, making the rack
inaccessible to some users.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on accessibility standards.
Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualreferences ADA standards, stating, "The maximum height for operable parts,
such as a brochure rack, is 54 inches (1372 mm) above the finished floor for a side reach to ensure accessibility." The NCIDQ
IDFX curriculum requires designers to apply ADA standards to ensureaccessibility, with specific reach ranges for operable elements
like brochure racks.
Objectives:
* Apply accessibility standards to design elements (IDFX Objective: Codes and Standards).



NEW QUESTION # 32
......

Nowadays, it is widely believed that getting a certificate is quite important for some jobs. IDFX Exam Braindumps contain the main
knowledge of the exam, and it will help you pass the exam. IDFX exam dumps not only have the quality, but also have the quantity,
and it’s enough for you to practice. What’s more, we respect the private information of the buyers, your personal information such
as the name or email address will be protected well.
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