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CIPS Managing Teams and Individuals Sample Questions (Q32-Q37):
NEW QUESTION # 32 
Describe four types of culture that can exist within an organisation (20 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Organisational culture refers to the shared values, beliefs, norms and behaviours that shape "the way things are done" in a workplace.
One of the most widely used models is Charles Handy's four types of organisational culture, which describe different ways in which
organisations can operate.
The first is the Power Culture. In this type, authority is concentrated at the centre, usually with a strong leader or small group of
individuals. Decisions are made quickly, and personal influence is key. This culture can be dynamic and decisive but may create
dependency on the leader and limit employee autonomy. In procurement, a power culture might mean senior management unilaterally
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deciding supplier strategies without consulting the wider team.
The second is the Role Culture. Here, the organisation is highly structured with clear roles, rules, and procedures. Power comes
from position rather than personality. Stability and order are prioritised, making it efficient in predictable environments. However, it
can be rigid and resistant to change. In procurement, this culture might be seen in public sector bodies where strict compliance,
policies, and audit controls dominate purchasing activities.
The third is the Task Culture. This type is project-oriented, with teams formed to solve problems or deliver objectives. Power is
based on expertise, and collaboration is valued. It is flexible, innovative, and well-suited to dynamic environments, but can cause
conflict if resources are limited. In procurement, task culture is often evident in cross-functional category teams formed to deliver
strategic sourcing projects.
The fourth is the Person Culture. Here, the focus is on individuals rather than the organisation. Employees see themselves as more
important than the structure, and autonomy is prioritised. This is rare in large organisations but can be found in professional
partnerships such as law or consultancy firms. In procurement, a person culture may appear where highly specialised experts operate
independently, sometimes resisting organisational control.
In conclusion, Handy's four types of culture - power, role, task, and person - each offer strengths and weaknesses. Effective
managers must understand the prevailing culture in their organisation and adapt their leadership approach. In procurement and
supply, recognising cultural influences is vital to building cohesive teams, aligning strategies, and driving ethical and sustainable
practices.

NEW QUESTION # 33 
What is the 'human relations' approach to management? (20 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
The human relations approach to management developed in the 1930s and 1940s as a reaction against earlier mechanistic
approaches such as Taylorism and bureaucracy. It emphasises that employees are not just motivated by money and rules, but also
by social needs, relationships, and recognition. The approach highlights the importance of communication, teamwork, leadership
style, and employee well-being in achieving organisational success.
The foundation of this school came from the Hawthorne Studies (Elton Mayo), which showed that productivity improved not just
because of physical conditions, but because workers felt valued and observed. This demonstrated the importance of social factors
such as morale, group belonging, and management attention.
Key principles of the human relations approach include:
Focus on people rather than just processes - recognising employees as individuals with social and emotional needs.
Motivation through recognition and belonging - linking to theories such as Maslow's hierarchy of needs and Herzberg's motivators.
Leadership style matters - supportive, participative leadership fosters engagement, unlike autocratic control.
Team dynamics are critical - informal groups, communication patterns, and cooperation influence productivity.
Job satisfaction drives performance - happy, respected employees are more productive and loyal.
Advantages of the human relations approach include higher employee engagement, improved morale, stronger teamwork, and
reduced turnover. It recognises employees as assets rather than costs.
Disadvantages include the risk of overemphasising relationships at the expense of efficiency or results, and the possibility of managers
manipulating employees through "false concern." It can also be less effective in highly standardised, rule-bound environments where
compliance is critical.
In procurement, the human relations approach may be applied by creating strong team cohesion, involving staff in decision-making,
recognising contributions, and offering development opportunities. For example, involving buyers in supplier strategy discussions and
giving recognition for successful negotiations can boost morale and performance.
In conclusion, the human relations approach recognises that people are motivated by social and psychological needs, not just
financial incentives. It highlights the importance of communication, leadership, and teamwork in driving performance. While it should
be balanced with attention to efficiency, it remains highly relevant for modern managers in creating motivated and productive teams.

NEW QUESTION # 34 
Discuss 5 ways in which a Procurement Manager may approach conflict. You may refer to the Thomas Kilmann model in your
answer (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:



See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Conflict is common in organisations and in procurement, where competing priorities, supplier issues, and internal pressures often
clash. The Thomas-Kilmann Conflict Model identifies five different approaches managers may use to handle conflict, depending on
the situation and the desired outcome.
The first approach is Competing (high concern for task, low concern for people). Here the manager asserts their own position to
achieve quick results, even at the expense of relationships. For example, a procurement manager may insist on enforcing compliance
with tendering rules despite stakeholder resistance. This is effective in crises but can harm morale if overused.
The second is Accommodating (low concern for task, high concern for people). In this style, the manager prioritises relationships by
giving way to the other party's needs. For instance, a procurement manager might accept a stakeholder's preferred supplier to
maintain goodwill, even if it is not the cheapest option. This preserves harmony but risks poor business outcomes if used too often.
The third approach is Avoiding (low concern for both task and people). Here, the manager withdraws from the conflict or postpones
action. This may be appropriate when the issue is minor or when emotions are high, giving time for reflection. However, in
procurement, avoiding conflict with a poor-performing supplier may worsen problems over time.
The fourth is Collaborating (high concern for both task and people). This involves working with others to find win-win solutions. For
example, a procurement manager may work with finance and operations to balance cost, quality, and sustainability objectives in
supplier selection. This is often the most effective approach but requires time and trust.
Finally, Compromising (medium concern for task and people) involves each side giving up something to reach a middle ground. For
instance, a procurement manager may agree to split supplier contracts between two stakeholders' preferences. This provides quick
solutions but may leave all parties partially dissatisfied.
Conclusion:
A procurement manager can approach conflict through competing, accommodating, avoiding, collaborating, or compromising. Each
has strengths and weaknesses. The best managers adapt their style depending on the importance of the issue, the urgency of the
decision, and the relationships involved. In procurement, collaboration often delivers the most sustainable results, but flexibility across
all five approaches is key.

NEW QUESTION # 35 
Discuss 3 main sources of conflict that may arise within a group (15 points). What positive and negative outcomes may arise from
conflict? (10 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Part A - Sources of Conflict (15 points):
Conflict is natural in groups and arises when individuals or teams have incompatible goals, interests, or behaviours. Three common
sources are:
Task-based conflict - This occurs when members disagree about the content of the work, objectives, or methods. For example, in a
procurement team, conflict may arise over whether to prioritise cost savings or sustainability in supplier selection.
Relationship conflict - This stems from personality clashes, communication breakdowns, or differences in working styles. For
instance, an extroverted negotiator may clash with an introverted analyst who prefers data-driven approaches.
Resource conflict - Groups often compete for limited resources such as time, budget, or staff. In procurement, this could occur if
multiple project teams require the same supplier's resources or internal budgets.
Part B - Outcomes of Conflict (10 points):
Positive outcomes:
Can lead to creativity and innovation as different perspectives are debated.
Encourages problem-solving and improvement of processes.
Strengthens understanding when conflicts are resolved constructively.
Negative outcomes:
May reduce morale and trust if personal attacks or unresolved tension occur.
Can delay projects, damage productivity, and harm relationships with stakeholders or suppliers.
Creates stress and alienation, leading to higher turnover if prolonged.
In procurement, positive conflict may lead to innovative supplier solutions, while negative conflict may damage supplier negotiations
or internal collaboration.
Conclusion:
The three main sources of conflict are task, relationship, and resource issues. Conflict is not always harmful - it can drive
improvement and creativity if managed well, but if left unresolved, it can damage morale, performance, and stakeholder relationships.
Managers must therefore encourage constructive conflict while minimising destructive forms.



NEW QUESTION # 36 
Discuss the importance of the following when entering a negotiation with a new supplier: curiosity, creative thinking, reflective
analysis (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
When entering negotiations with a new supplier, a procurement professional must use a variety of interpersonal and cognitive skills to
achieve the best outcome. Three important qualities are curiosity, creative thinking, and reflective analysis.
Curiosity (8-9 marks):
Curiosity means asking questions, exploring options, and seeking to understand the supplier's position. In a negotiation, curiosity
allows the buyer to uncover the supplier's motivations, constraints, and priorities. For example, asking why a supplier has higher
costs may reveal underlying logistics challenges, which could be solved collaboratively. Curiosity builds rapport, demonstrates
interest, and helps procurement move beyond price to explore value-added benefits such as quality improvements or sustainability
initiatives.
Creative Thinking (8-9 marks):
Creative thinking is about generating new solutions and finding alternatives to traditional approaches. In negotiation, this may involve
looking for win-win outcomes rather than focusing only on cost. For example, instead of demanding lower prices, procurement could
propose longer contracts, volume commitments, or joint innovation projects that benefit both parties. Creative thinking expands the
scope of negotiation and helps develop more sustainable supplier relationships.
Reflective Analysis (8-9 marks):
Reflective analysis involves reviewing past experiences and learning from them to improve decision-making. Before negotiating,
procurement professionals can reflect on what has worked or failed in previous negotiations. During the negotiation, reflective
analysis helps assess whether strategies are effective and adapt accordingly. After the negotiation, reflection allows continuous
improvement in approach. For example, a buyer may reflect on why a past supplier negotiation failed due to being too aggressive,
and adjust by using more collaborative tactics with the new supplier.
Conclusion:
Curiosity helps procurement gather insights, creative thinking enables innovative solutions, and reflective analysis ensures continuous
improvement. Together, these skills allow procurement professionals to build trust, secure better value, and establish strong long-
term relationships with new suppliers.

NEW QUESTION # 37
......
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