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rational design and layout of the learning platform. The L5M1 study materials are absorbed in the advantages of the traditional
learning platform and realize their shortcomings, so as to develop the L5M1 Study Materials more suitable for users of various
cultural levels. If just only one or two plates, the user will inevitably be tired in the process of learning on the memory and visual
fatigue, and the L5M1 study materials provided many study parts of the plates is good enough to arouse the enthusiasm of the user,
allow the user to keep attention of highly concentrated.

CIPS Managing Teams and Individuals Sample Questions (Q26-Q31):
NEW QUESTION # 26 
Explain what a 'bureaucratic' management style is (10 points). What are the advantages and disadvantages of this? (10 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
A bureaucratic management style is based on the theories of Max Weber, who described bureaucracy as a structured, rule-based
and hierarchical way of organising work. In this style, managers rely heavily on formal rules, policies and procedures to direct
employee behaviour. Decision-making authority follows a clear chain of command, and employees are expected to follow
established processes without deviation. Job roles are highly specialised and responsibilities are clearly defined. The emphasis is on
order, consistency and compliance rather than flexibility or creativity.
This approach is often seen in government departments, regulatory bodies, or large organisations where compliance, accountability
and control are critical. For example, in procurement and supply, bureaucratic management may be applied in highly regulated
environments such as public sector purchasing, where adherence to policies, legal frameworks and audit requirements is essential.
Advantages of the bureaucratic style include:
Clarity and consistency: clear rules and procedures mean employees know exactly what is expected of them.
Fairness and equality: decisions are made based on rules, not personal favouritism, reducing bias.
Accountability and control: strong documentation and audit trails improve transparency.
Efficiency in routine tasks: structured processes can streamline repetitive, transactional work (e.g., purchase-to-pay).
Disadvantages include:
Inflexibility: rigid rules make it difficult to adapt to change or unique situations.
Low motivation: workers may feel disempowered or demoralised by lack of autonomy.
Slow decision-making: multiple levels of approval can create delays.
Stifled innovation: focus on compliance discourages creativity and proactive problem-solving.
In conclusion, the bureaucratic management style is effective where consistency, compliance and control are needed, such as in
regulated procurement activities. However, it can be limiting in dynamic environments where flexibility, innovation and speed of
decision-making are essential. Successful managers may therefore adopt bureaucratic methods for governance but balance them with
more adaptive styles for strategic and innovative work.

NEW QUESTION # 27 
What is meant by group conformity? In what ways can 'Groupthink' affect the behaviour of a group? (25 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Group Conformity (10 marks):
Group conformity refers to the tendency of individuals to align their attitudes, beliefs, and behaviours with the norms of the group to
which they belong. People conform because they want acceptance, fear rejection, or assume the group's judgement is correct.
Conformity ensures cohesion and cooperation but may limit creativity. For example, in procurement, a junior buyer may adopt the
team's approach to negotiations, even if they personally believe another method could achieve better results.
Groupthink and its Effects (15 marks):
'Groupthink', a term developed by Irving Janis, occurs when the desire for consensus overrides realistic appraisal of alternatives.
Members suppress doubts, ignore risks, and fail to voice disagreements to maintain harmony. This can seriously affect group
behaviour in several ways:
Illusion of invulnerability - Groups may become overconfident and underestimate risks. For example, a procurement team might
agree to single-source a supplier without considering supply chain risks.
Suppression of dissent - Members may withhold concerns to avoid conflict. This stifles creativity and prevents better solutions from
being considered.
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Pressure for uniformity - Individuals may feel obliged to agree even when they disagree. A buyer may stay silent when senior
managers push for a supplier contract, even if they know the supplier has performance issues.
Biased decision-making - Groups may ignore warning signs or alternative perspectives, leading to flawed decisions. In procurement,
this could mean overlooking ethical issues in a supplier relationship to maintain harmony with stakeholders.
Reduced accountability - Responsibility is shared across the group, so individuals may feel less accountable for poor decisions.
Groupthink can therefore lead to poor decision-making, increased risk, and lost opportunities. It is particularly dangerous in high-
stakes environments like procurement, where mistakes in supplier selection or contract negotiation can damage cost, quality, and
reputation.
Conclusion:
Group conformity means individuals adapt to group norms to gain acceptance, while groupthink is a negative consequence where
consensus is prioritised over critical evaluation. For managers, recognising the risk of groupthink is vital. By encouraging open
discussion, appointing a "devil's advocate," and welcoming diverse views, leaders can ensure group decisions are both inclusive and
effective.

NEW QUESTION # 28 
Explain the '2 factor hygiene theory' of motivation and how this can affect the motivation of employees within an organisation (25
points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
The Two-Factor Hygiene Theory, developed by Frederick Herzberg, explains what drives employee satisfaction and dissatisfaction
at work. Herzberg argued that there are two categories of factors that affect motivation.
The first category is Hygiene Factors. These are extrinsic elements such as pay, working conditions, company policies, job security
and supervision. If these are poor or absent, employees become dissatisfied. However, their presence alone does not create
motivation - they simply prevent dissatisfaction. For example, in procurement, if buyers do not have fair pay or adequate systems,
they will feel frustrated, but improving pay alone will not guarantee enthusiasm or creativity.
The second category is Motivators. These are intrinsic to the job itself, such as achievement, recognition, responsibility,
advancement, and personal growth. When present, these factors actively increase motivation and job satisfaction. For instance,
giving a procurement professional ownership of a supplier relationship, recognising their success in a negotiation, or offering training
opportunities can significantly boost motivation.
The impact of Herzberg's theory on motivation is significant. Managers cannot rely only on hygiene factors like pay and working
conditions to motivate staff. These need to be in place to avoid dissatisfaction, but true motivation comes from providing meaningful
work, opportunities for growth, and recognition.
In practice, this means managers should:
Ensure hygiene factors are adequate (fair pay, safe environment, supportive policies).
Focus on motivators such as giving responsibility, offering progression pathways, and recognising achievement.
Design jobs with variety and challenge, rather than only repetitive tasks.
Encourage intrinsic motivation through empowerment and involvement in decision-making.
In procurement and supply, applying Herzberg's theory could mean ensuring staff have reliable systems and clear processes
(hygiene), while also providing opportunities to lead supplier negotiations, recognise cost savings achievements, or involve staff in
strategic sourcing projects (motivators).
In conclusion, Herzberg's Two-Factor Theory shows that avoiding dissatisfaction through hygiene factors is not enough. Managers
must also provide motivators to create true engagement and drive performance. For procurement leaders, balancing both sets of
factors is essential for building high-performing, motivated teams.

NEW QUESTION # 29 
Tania has recently been appointed the new manager of the Procurement Department at a toilet paper manufacturer. She will line
manage a team of 8, who all perform different tasks and have a varying level of ability and knowledge. She has noticed that there has
been no formal training provided to the team and that some people have been asked to complete tasks they do not feel comfortable
with. Overall, performance and morale are both low. Discuss the importance of 1) embedding learning into the culture and 2) role
congruence in this scenario (10 points). Describe actions that Tania should take to address the issues (15 points).

Answer:

Explanation:



See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Part A - Embedding Learning into the Culture (5 points):
Embedding learning into the organisational culture means creating an environment where continuous learning and development are
valued and encouraged. In Tania's case, this is vital because the team has had no formal training, which contributes to low skills and
low morale. A learning culture ensures employees feel supported in developing new abilities, reduces resistance to change, and
prepares staff for future challenges. For procurement, this could involve training on negotiation skills, supplier relationship
management, or e-procurement tools.
Part B - Role Congruence (5 points):
Role congruence means ensuring that an individual's skills, experience, and abilities match the tasks they are assigned. At present,
some staff are being asked to complete tasks they are not comfortable with, which lowers confidence and morale. Aligning people's
roles to their capabilities improves job satisfaction, builds confidence, and enhances performance. For example, a staff member
skilled in analysis should be allocated spend analysis tasks, rather than being pushed into high-pressure supplier negotiations without
support.
Part C - Actions Tania Should Take (15 points):
Training and development programmes - introduce structured training to close knowledge gaps and give staff confidence in their
roles.
Role review and alignment - assess individual skills and reassign tasks to match strengths, ensuring role congruence.
Mentoring and coaching - pair experienced staff with less experienced members to support learning and build capability.
Encourage continuous learning - build learning into team culture through workshops, lunch-and-learns, and reflection sessions after
projects.
Regular performance reviews - provide feedback, set development goals, and celebrate progress to improve motivation.
Empowerment and involvement - involve staff in identifying training needs and improvement ideas to increase ownership.
Recognition and morale building - acknowledge achievements to rebuild confidence and team spirit.
Conclusion:
Embedding learning into the culture ensures that development is continuous, reducing skills gaps and raising confidence. Role
congruence ensures that tasks match people's abilities, improving morale and performance. For Tania, focusing on training, role
alignment, coaching, and recognition will rebuild her procurement team into a skilled, motivated, and high-performing unit.

NEW QUESTION # 30 
What is meant by 'alienation' at work? (5 points). Describe 5 factors which can cause this (20 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Definition (5 points):
Alienation at work refers to a state where employees feel disconnected, powerless, or estranged from their job, their colleagues, or
the organisation. The concept, linked to Karl Marx's theory, highlights situations where workers feel that they have little control, little
purpose, and no personal fulfilment in their role. Alienation often leads to low motivation, disengagement, and reduced productivity.
Five Factors that Cause Alienation (20 points):
Repetitive and monotonous work - Jobs that involve the same routine tasks every day can make employees feel like "cogs in a
machine." For example, a procurement clerk only processing invoices with no involvement in decision-making may quickly feel
alienated.
Lack of autonomy - When employees have no control over how they do their work, they feel powerless. In procurement, if buyers
must follow rigid procedures without input into strategy, they may feel disengaged.
Poor leadership and communication - Alienation grows when managers fail to involve employees, communicate decisions, or provide
feedback. Staff may feel undervalued and excluded from organisational goals.
Weak connection to organisational purpose - If employees cannot see how their work contributes to wider goals or society, they
may feel their role lacks meaning. For instance, working in a cost-cutting environment without recognition of social value or
sustainability can reduce motivation.
Lack of recognition or development opportunities - When employees feel their contributions are ignored, or they see no path for
growth, they disengage. In procurement, failing to recognise successful negotiations or not offering training can create a sense of
alienation.
Conclusion:
Alienation occurs when employees feel disconnected from their work, leading to low morale and performance. It can be caused by
repetitive tasks, lack of autonomy, poor leadership, absence of purpose, and lack of recognition. For managers, reducing alienation
means creating meaningful work, involving employees in decisions, and supporting development, which leads to higher engagement
and productivity in procurement and supply functions.
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