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B #55
A security analyst wants to validate whether a newly deployed SOAR playbook is performing as expected.
Whatsteps should they take?

A. Test the playbook using simulated incidents

B. Monitor the playbook's actions in real-time environments

C. Automate all tasks within the playbook immediately

D. Conpare the playbook to existing incident response workflows

EfE: A

A -

A SOAR (Security Orchestration, Automation, and Response) playbook is a set of automated actions designed to respond to
security incidents. Before deploying it in a live environment, a security analyst must ensure that it operates correctly, minimizes false
positives, and doesn't disrupt business operations.

#Key Reasons for Using Simulated Incidents:

Ensures that the playbook executes correctly and follows the expected workflow.

Identifies false positives or incorrect actions before deployment.

Tests integrations with other security tools (SIEM, firewalls, endpoint security).

Provides a controlled testing environment without affecting production.

How to Test a Playbook in Splunk SOAR?

1##Use the "Test Connectivity" Feature - Ensures that APIs and integrations work.2##Simulate an Incident - Manually trigger an
alert similar to a real attack (e.g., phishing email or failed admin login). 3##Review the Execution Path - Check each step in the
playbook debugger to verify correct actions.4##Analyze Logs & Alerts - Validate that Splunk ES logs, security alerts, and
remediation steps are correct. S##Fne-tune Based on Results - Modify the playbook logic to reduce unnecessary alerts or excessive
automation.

Why Not the Other Options?

#B. Monitor the playbook's actions in real-time environments - Risky without prior validation. Itcan cause disruptions if the
playbook misfires. #C. Automate all tasks immediately - Not best practice. Gradual deployment ensures better security control and
monitoring.#D. Compare with existing workflows - Good practice, but it does not validate the playbook's real execution.
References & Learning Resources

#Splunk SOAR Documentation: httpsz/docs.splunk.com/Documentation/SOAR#Testing Playbooks in Splunk SOAR:
https//www.splunk.comven_us/products/soar.htmi#SOAR Playbook Debugging Best Practices:

https/splunkbase.splunk.com

HM #56
An effective method for building automation workflows is to follow the OODA (Observe, Orient, Decide, Act) loop stages. When
transitioning between the Decide and Act stages, what additional work should be included before automating the Act stage?

A. Create a new automation playbook.

B. Create a new response template.

C. Validate ifthe asset, identity, or service has an exemption.
D. Validate response data paths from Decide stage.

Ef#: C
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Before autormating the Act stage of the OODA loop, it is essential to validate whether the asset, identity, or service has an
exemption. This ensures that automated actions do not negatively impact business-critical systens or users who are intentionally
excluded from automated remediation.

H #57
A company wants to implement risk-based detection for privileged account activities. What should they configure first?

A. Correlation searches with low thresholds

B. Asset and identity information for privileged accounts
C. Automated dashboards for all accounts

D. Event sampling for raw data

Ef#: B

R -

Why Configure Asset & Identity Information for Privileged Accounts First?

Risk-based detection focuses on identifying and prioritizing threats based on the severity of their impact. For privileged accounts
(admins, domain controllers, finance users), understanding who they are, what they access, and how they behave is critical.

Key Steps for Risk-Based Detection in Splunk ES:

1. Define Privileged Accounts & Groups - Identify high-risk users (Admin, HR, Finance, CISO).

2. Assign Risk Scores - Apply higher scores to actions nvolving privileged users.

3. Enable Identity & Asset Correlation - Link users to assets for better detection.

4. Monitor for Anomalies - Detect abnormal login patterns, excessive file access, or unusual privilege escalation.

B #58
What can an engineer use to capture contextual values froma dashboard and create a drilldown to link to a new search?

A. JSON

B. Tokens

C. Aliases

D. Environment variables

IEf#: B
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In Splunk dashboards, tokens are used to capture contextual values such as field selections or time ranges. These tokens can then be
passed into a drilldown to dynamically link to and populate a new search with the selected context.

ER #59
What methods improve the efficiency of Splunk's automation capabilities? (Choose three)

A. Inplementing low-latency indexing

B. Optimizing correlation search queries

C. Employing prebuilt SOAR playbooks
D. Using modular inputs

E. Leveraging saved search acceleration

IEf@#: B. C. D

AR :

How to Improve Splunk's Automation Efficiency?

Splunk's autormation capabilities rely on efficient data ingestion, optimized searches, and autormated response workflows. The
following methods help improve Splunk's autormation:

#1. Using Modular Inputs (Answer A)

Modular inputs allow Splunk to ingest third-party data efficiently (e.g., APIs, cloud services, or security tools).

Benefit: Improves automation by enabling real-time data collection for security workflows.

Example: Using a modular input to ingest threat intelligence feeds and trigger automatic responses.



#2. Optimizing Correlation Search Queries (Answer B)

Well-optimized correlation searches reduce query time and false positives.

Benefit: Faster detections # Triggers automated actions in SOAR with minimal delay.

Example: Usingtstatsinstead of raw searches for efficient event detection.

#3. Employing Prebuilt SOAR Playbooks (Answer E)

SOAR playbooks automate security responses based on predefined workflows.

Benefit: Reduces manual effort in phishing response, malware containment, etc.

Example: Automating phishing email analysis using a SOAR playbook that extracts attachments, checks URLs, and blocks malicious
senders.

‘Why Not the Other Options?

#C. Leveraging saved search acceleration - Helps with dashboard performance, but doesn't directly improve automation.#D.
Implementing low-latency indexing - Reduces indexing lag but is not a core automation feature.

References & Learning Resources

#Splunk SOAR Automation Guide: https://docs.splunk.comyDocumentation/SO AR#Optimizing Correlation Searches in Sphunk ES:
httpsz/docs.sphunk.com/Documentation/ES#Prebuilt SOAR Playbooks for Security Automation: https//splunkbase.splunk.com
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