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CIPS Scope and Influence of Procurement and Supply Sample Questions
(Q43-Q48):
NEW QUESTION # 43 
What is a Code of Ethics? What should an Ethical Policy Contain? What measures can an organisation take if there is a breach of
their Ethical Policy? (25 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution inExplanation partbelow.
Explanation:
- Firstly give a short definition of Code of Ethics: a document that sets out moral principles or values about what is right and wrong.
- What an Ethical Policy should contain: Condition of workers, Environment, H+S, Discrimination, Gift / Bribery Policy,
Whistleblowing, Confidentiality, Fair Dealings, Declaration of Conflict of Interests. You won't have time to go into depth on all of
these, so pick a few where you want to give an example.
- Measures to take if there is a breach: depending on what the breach is and who breached it this could include:
education/ training, sanctions, blacklisting, reporting to authorities, publicise the issue, use a performance improvement plan, issue
warnings, dismissal.
Example Essay:
A code of ethics is a formal document or set of principles that outlines the values, ethical standards, and expected conduct for
individuals within an organization. It serves as a guide for employees and stakeholders, shaping their behaviour and decision-making
to align with the organization's ethical framework. It may take the form of a Mission Statement, Core Values, Specific Guidelines or
established reporting mechanisms. The purpose of the Code is to establish standards, promote integrity, mitigate risks and build
trust- with both internal and external stakeholders.
A Code of Ethics may contain the following:
- Condition of workers - stating what the company will provide to the employees to make sure the environment is safe. This could
include the physical environment but also hours worked, opportunities for breaks etc. Depending on the sector it could detail shift
patterns, expectations regarding overtime and compensation.
- Environment - this section would discuss compliance with legislation regarding pollution, disposal of waste materials etc. Depending
on the company's goals- they may have higher commitments to the environment than those imposed by the government. Additional
commitments may include NetZero targets or the use of renewable sources of energy.
- H+S- Health and Safety. Ensuring that the working environment is free of hazards and that workers have the training and
equipment they need to complete the work safely. E.g. PPE
- Discrimination- a promise not to discriminate based on any characteristic. Aligns with the Equalities Act.
Policy should include how the company would handle situations, for example if an employee reports an issue of discrimination or
harassment. This may involve the use of a whistleblowing hotline or details on how to contact HR.
- Gift / Bribery Policy - this area of the code of conduct would explain whether the company allows staff members to receive gifts
(e.g. from suppliers) and the processes to complete if they do (e.g. return the item, complete an internal document, donate the gift to
charity). Different companies and industries will have different rules surrounding this, the Public Sector is much more likely to reject
gifts from suppliers for example.
- Declaration of conflict of interests- this explains what staff should do if there is a conflict. For example if they are running a tender
and their father owns one of the suppliers who is bidding for the work. The conflict of interest policy will explain what the person
should do, how to report it and have mechanisms in place to ensure that nothing untoward could come of the situation. This may be
having another member of staff mark the tender to ensure unbiasedness.
Measures to take in case of a breach
A response to a breach will depend on who breached the policy - whether this is an employee or a supplier. It will also depend on
the severity of the breach.
Remedies for a supplier breach could include: education / training if the breach is minor. Supplier development if the relationship with
the supplier is very important (for example if there are no other suppliers the buyer could turn to) and the breach is minor. If the
breach is major such as fraud or misappropriation of funds, a buyer could look to issue sanctions, claim damages and dismiss the
supplier. There could be options to claim liquidated damages if this is included in the contract. For very serious offenses the buyer
may blacklist the supplier- never use them ever again and could also report the issue to the police if the breech is also criminal (e.g.
modern slavery or fraud).
Remedies for an employee breach could include: for minor breaches training may be required, particularly if it was a junior member
of the team and it was an innocent mistake like forgetting to fill out a form when they received a Gift. The employee could be
carefully monitored and put on an Improvement Plan. If internal issues are found, such as several staff are breaching the Code of
Ethics, senior management could look to review policies to make sure issues are being flagged and responded to in the best way.
Employees who fail to follow the Ethical Policy, either through routinely failing to adhere to it or through a major breach could be
dismissed from the organisation. There would need to be strong evidence of this.



In conclusion it is important for all organisations regardless of size of industry to have an Ethics Policy.
Sharing the code of ethics with staff is a fundamental step in embedding ethical principles into the organizational culture. Regular
communication and training reinforce these principles, fostering a shared commitment to ethical behaviour across all levels of the
organization.
Tutor Notes
- In an essay like this it's always a good example to use examples. They can be hypothetical - you don't have to know any
company's Ethics policy off by heart. E.g. If a supplier breached a buyer's Ethical Policy by employing Child Labour in their
factories, an appropriate measure for the buyer to take would be to cancel the contract and find another supplier. This is because not
only is Child Labour illegal, the buyer will not want to be associated with this supplier as it will have negative repercussions on their
image. The best response would therefore be to distance themselves from the supplier.
- Code of Ethics and an Ethics Policy are the same thing. Just different language. The terms can be used interchangeably
- Study guide p. 128

NEW QUESTION # 44 
What is 'supply chain management'? Outline the drivers, advantages and disadvantages of using this approach within the
Procurement Department of an organisation (25 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution in Explanation part below.
Explanation:
How to approach the question
- There are 4 main components to this question that you will have to answer, so my advice is to first write down subheadings for
your essay so you don't miss any out: definition of supply chain management, drivers, advantages and disadvantages
- The question also brings up 2 concepts - supply chain management and tiered supply chains, it would be good to include a
definition of both of these.
- Because of the number of things you'll have to write, you don't need to go into lots of detail - one paragraph per section will be
enough.
Proposed Essay Structure
Intro - what is supply chain management and what is a tiered supply chain P1 - drivers P2 - advantages P3 - disadvantages
Conclusion - supply chains are complex due to globalisation Essay Ideas:
- Definition of supply chain management = Making something available in response to a buyer's requirements. The transformation of
goods from raw material into an end product (input > conversion
> output)
- Drivers = Cost, Time/ Speed, Reliability, Responsiveness, Transparency, Globalisation
- Advantages = reduced costs by elimination of waste, improved responsiveness to customer requirements, joint-ventures with
supply partners leading to innovations, tech sharing, improved communication leads to faster lead times for product development
- Disadvantages = needs considerable investment and internal support, closer relationships may be risky (IP, loss of control), issues
in fairly distributing gains and risks (you don't need to talk about all of these- pick 1 or 2 you feel you know the best and focus on
that) Example Essay Supply Chain Management (SCM) is the arrangement of processes involved in the production and distribution
of goods / services - from the origin to the end consumer. In simple terms, it's taking a raw product and transforming it into an end
product that a consumer would purchase. For example taking a potato from a farmer, giving it to a manufacturer to make into chips
and sending these to retailers to be sold. SCM relies on close relationships between the parties in the supply chain and adds value to
the product at every stage. A Tiered Supply Chain is a specific configuration within SCM that involves multiple levels of suppliers
and sub-suppliers. A buyer will work with a small amount of Tier 1 suppliers who will in turn work with their own suppliers. In a
tiered system there can be many, many layers of suppliers who all ultimately work towards creating the same product. This essay
aims to delve into the drivers, advantages, and disadvantages associated with implementing a complex supply chain, such as the
Tiered Supply Chain model.
The main drivers of using a tiered supply chain are often rooted in the pursuit of efficiency, cost- effectiveness, and flexibility. By
consolidating suppliers into distinct tiers, organizations can streamline their management processes, reduce complexity, and enhance
overall supply chain performance.
Additionally, tiered supply chains are often employed in response to the global nature of modern business, accommodating the need
to source materials and components from various regions while maintaining a manageable and responsive supply network.
One of the advantages of a Tiered Supply Chain is the streamlined management of suppliers. In this model, there are fewer direct
suppliers to oversee, simplifying the coordination and communication processes. This can lead to increased efficiency and
responsiveness as organizations deal with a smaller, more manageable pool of suppliers. The consolidation of suppliers in a tiered
system may also result in potential cost savings and improved collaboration with a select group of trusted partners.
However, the complexity of a Tiered Supply Chain brings disadvantages. One significant drawback is reduced visibility. As the
supply chain extends across multiple tiers, organizations may struggle to have a comprehensive view of the entire process. This lack



of visibility can lead to challenges in tracking and responding to potential disruptions. Moreover, ethical risks emerge when
companies have limited oversight over lower-tier suppliers, potentially exposing organizations to issues such as labour exploitation,
environmental concerns, or violations of ethical standards.
In conclusion, supply chain management has evolved into a complex discipline due to the forces of globalization and consumer
demands for speed and quality. The Tiered Supply Chain model, driven by these factors, presents both advantages and
disadvantages. While managing fewer suppliers can enhance efficiency, the trade-off includes diminished visibility and increased
ethical risks.
Organizations must carefully evaluate the specific needs of their operations and weigh the benefits against the challenges when
deciding whether to adopt a Tiered Supply Chain. In this intricate landscape, the ability to balance complexity and efficiency
becomes paramount for sustained success in the global marketplace.
Tutor Notes
- Definition of supply chain management is from p.5
- Drivers, advantages and disadvantages p.9
- This topic used to be much more in depth in the old syllabus and has been drastically simplified in the new study guide. The guide is
actually quite light on this topic stating simply that "globalisation and localisation are both drivers of using supply chain tiering". If you
don't work in manufacturing, or an industry that uses supply chain tiering, this concept may be a bit alien to you and I'd recommend
doing a little extra research. The best example of supply chain tiering is in car manufacturing- and that would be a good example to
use in an essay. Some additional links for research:
- Supplier Tiers: What's The Difference Between Tier 1, Tier 2, and Tier 3 | PLANERGY Software
- Sustainable Sourcing - Definition, Examples, Benefits & Best Practices (brightest.io)
- https://youtu.be/fs1rDgBQy1M

NEW QUESTION # 45 
What is a Code of Ethics? What should an Ethical Policy Contain? What measures can an organisation take if there is a breach of
their Ethical Policy? (25 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution in Explanation part below.
Explanation:
- Firstly give a short definition of Code of Ethics: a document that sets out moral principles or values about what is right and wrong.
- What an Ethical Policy should contain: Condition of workers, Environment, H+S, Discrimination, Gift / Bribery Policy,
Whistleblowing, Confidentiality, Fair Dealings, Declaration of Conflict of Interests. You won' t have time to go into depth on all of
these, so pick a few where you want to give an example.
- Measures to take if there is a breach: depending on what the breach is and who breached it this could include: education/ training,
sanctions, blacklisting, reporting to authorities, publicise the issue, use a performance improvement plan, issue warnings, dismissal.
Example Essay:
A code of ethics is a formal document or set of principles that outlines the values, ethical standards, and expected conduct for
individuals within an organization. It serves as a guide for employees and stakeholders, shaping their behaviour and decision-making
to align with the organization's ethical framework. It may take the form of a Mission Statement, Core Values, Specific Guidelines or
established reporting mechanisms. The purpose of the Code is to establish standards, promote integrity, mitigate risks and build
trust- with both internal and external stakeholders.
A Code of Ethics may contain the following:
- Condition of workers - stating what the company will provide to the employees to make sure the environment is safe. This could
include the physical environment but also hours worked, opportunities for breaks etc. Depending on the sector it could detail shift
patterns, expectations regarding overtime and compensation.
- Environment - this section would discuss compliance with legislation regarding pollution, disposal of waste materials etc. Depending
on the company's goals- they may have higher commitments to the environment than those imposed by the government. Additional
commitments may include NetZero targets or the use of renewable sources of energy.
- H+S- Health and Safety. Ensuring that the working environment is free of hazards and that workers have the training and
equipment they need to complete the work safely. E.g. PPE
- Discrimination- a promise not to discriminate based on any characteristic. Aligns with the Equalities Act.
Policy should include how the company would handle situations, for example if an employee reports an issue of discrimination or
harassment. This may involve the use of a whistleblowing hotline or details on how to contact HR.
- Gift / Bribery Policy - this area of the code of conduct would explain whether the company allows staff members to receive gifts
(e.g. from suppliers) and the processes to complete if they do (e.g. return the item, complete an internal document, donate the gift to
charity). Different companies and industries will have different rules surrounding this, the Public Sector is much more likely to reject
gifts from suppliers for example.



- Declaration of conflict of interests- this explains what staff should do if there is a conflict. For example if they are running a tender
and their father owns one of the suppliers who is bidding for the work. The conflict of interest policy will explain what the person
should do, how to report it and have mechanisms in place to ensure that nothing untoward could come of the situation. This may be
having another member of staff mark the tender to ensure unbiasedness.
Measures to take in case of a breach
A response to a breach will depend on who breached the policy - whether this is an employee or a supplier. It will also depend on
the severity of the breach.
Remedies for a supplier breach could include: education / training if the breach is minor. Supplier development if the relationship with
the supplier is very important (for example if there are no other suppliers the buyer could turn to) and the breach is minor. If the
breach is major such as fraud or misappropriation of funds, a buyer could look to issue sanctions, claim damages and dismiss the
supplier. There could be options to claim liquidated damages if this is included in the contract. For very serious offenses the buyer
may blacklist the supplier- never use them ever again and could also report the issue to the police if the breech is also criminal (e.g.
modern slavery or fraud).
Remedies for an employee breach could include: for minor breaches training may be required, particularly if it was a junior member
of the team and it was an innocent mistake like forgetting to fill out a form when they received a Gift. The employee could be
carefully monitored and put on an Improvement Plan. If internal issues are found, such as several staff are breaching the Code of
Ethics, senior management could look to review policies to make sure issues are being flagged and responded to in the best way.
Employees who fail to follow the Ethical Policy, either through routinely failing to adhere to it or through a major breach could be
dismissed from the organisation. There would need to be strong evidence of this.
In conclusion it is important for all organisations regardless of size of industry to have an Ethics Policy.
Sharing the code of ethics with staff is a fundamental step in embedding ethical principles into the organizational culture. Regular
communication and training reinforce these principles, fostering a shared commitment to ethical behaviour across all levels of the
organization.
Tutor Notes
- In an essay like this it's always a good example to use examples. They can be hypothetical - you don't have to know any
company's Ethics policy off by heart. E.g. If a supplier breached a buyer's Ethical Policy by employing Child Labour in their
factories, an appropriate measure for the buyer to take would be to cancel the contract and find another supplier. This is because not
only is Child Labour illegal, the buyer will not want to be associated with this supplier as it will have negative repercussions on their
image. The best response would therefore be to distance themselves from the supplier.
- Code of Ethics and an Ethics Policy are the same thing. Just different language. The terms can be used interchangeably
- Study guide p. 128

NEW QUESTION # 46 
Explain, with examples, the three different ways one can categorise procurement spend: direct vs indirect, capital expenditure vs
operational expenditure and stock vs non-stock items. (25 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution in Explanation part below.
Explanation:
The knowledge to remember:
A table with text on it Description automatically generated



Essay Plan :
Remember to include examples for each of the six categories of spend. This is specifically asked for in the question so it's important
to include as many examples as you can. To do this you could take an example organisation such as a cake manufacturer and explain
which of their purchases would fall into each category and why.
Introduction - explain why procurement categorises spend
- Direct - these are items that are incorporated into the final goods (the cakes) so would include raw materials such as flour, eggs,
sugar etc
- Indirect - these are items that the company needs, but don't go into the end product. For example, cleaning products and MRO
supplies for the machines
- Capital Expenditure- these are large one-off purchases, such as buying a new piece of equipment such as a giant oven to cook the
cakes.
- Operational Expenditure - these are purchases that are required to ensure the business can function day-to- day. They may include
PPE for the workers in the factory and cleaning equipment
- Stock items - these are items procured in advance and held in inventory until they are needed. In a cake manufacturing factory this
could be PPE for staff such as hairnets and gloves. The organisation will buy these in bulk and keep them in a stock cupboard, using
these as and when they are required
- Non- stock items - items that are not stored and used right away. An example would be eggs- these will need to be put directly
into the cakes as they would go off if bought in advance.
Conclusion - the categories are not mutually exclusive - an item can be direct and operational, or indirect and stock. Different
companies may use different systems to classify items of spend.
Example Introduction and Conclusion
Introduction
Procurement categorizes spend to efficiently manage resources and make strategic decisions. Three primary ways of categorizing
procurement spend include distinguishing between direct and indirect spend, classifying expenditures as capital or operational, and
categorizing items as stock or non-stock. These distinctions aid organizations in optimizing their procurement strategies for better
resource allocation.
Conclusion:
In conclusion, categorizing procurement spend into direct vs. indirect, capital vs. operational, and stock vs.
non-stock items is essential for strategic resource management. While these categories provide a structured framework, they are not



mutually exclusive, as an item can fall into multiple categories. For example, an item may be both direct and operational or indirect
and stock. The flexibility of these categories allows organizations to tailor their procurement strategies based on their specific needs,
ensuring efficient resource allocation and effective supply chain management. Different companies may adopt varying categorization
approaches depending on their industry, size, and operational requirements.
Tutor notes:
- Because you've got 6 categories of spend to talk about you're only going to need 3-4 sentences for each.
Providing you've said the category, explained what it is and given one example, you'll absolutely fly through this type of question
- You could also mention that it is useful to use categories of spend as this helps with budgeting. Different categories may also have
different processes to follow for procuring the item (this could form part of your introduction or conclusion).
- This subject is LO 1.3.2 it's quite spread out in the text book but the main info is on p.49
- Note- different companies/ industries classify items of spend differently. Particularly packaging and salaries.
Some say they're direct costs and some say they're indirect costs. Honestly, it's a hotly debated subject and I don't think there is a
right or wrong. I'd just avoid those two examples if you can and stick to ones that aren't as contentious like eggs and PPE.

NEW QUESTION # 47 
Explain, with examples, the three different ways one can categorise procurement spend: direct vs indirect, capital expenditure vs
operational expenditure and stock vs non-stock items. (25 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution in Explanation part below.
Explanation:
The knowledge to remember:
A table with text on it Description automatically generated



Essay Plan :
Remember to include examples for each of the six categories of spend. This is specifically asked for in the question so it's important
to include as many examples as you can. To do this you could take an example organisation such as a cake manufacturer and explain
which of their purchases would fall into each category and why.
Introduction - explain why procurement categorises spend
- Direct - these are items that are incorporated into the final goods (the cakes) so would include raw materials such as flour, eggs,
sugar etc
- Indirect - these are items that the company needs, but don't go into the end product. For example, cleaning products and MRO
supplies for the machines
- Capital Expenditure- these are large one-off purchases, such as buying a new piece of equipment such as a giant oven to cook the
cakes.
- Operational Expenditure - these are purchases that are required to ensure the business can function day-to- day. They may include
PPE for the workers in the factory and cleaning equipment
- Stock items - these are items procured in advance and held in inventory until they are needed. In a cake manufacturing factory this
could be PPE for staff such as hairnets and gloves. The organisation will buy these in bulk and keep them in a stock cupboard, using
these as and when they are required
- Non- stock items - items that are not stored and used right away. An example would be eggs- these will need to be put directly
into the cakes as they would go off if bought in advance.
Conclusion - the categories are not mutually exclusive - an item can be direct and operational, or indirect and stock. Different
companies may use different systems to classify items of spend.
Example Introduction and Conclusion
Introduction
Procurement categorizes spend to efficiently manage resources and make strategic decisions. Three primary ways of categorizing
procurement spend include distinguishing between direct and indirect spend, classifying expenditures as capital or operational, and
categorizing items as stock or non-stock. These distinctions aid organizations in optimizing their procurement strategies for better
resource allocation.
Conclusion:
In conclusion, categorizing procurement spend into direct vs. indirect, capital vs. operational, and stock vs.
non-stock items is essential for strategic resource management. While these categories provide a structured framework, they are not
mutually exclusive, as an item can fall into multiple categories. For example, an item may be both direct and operational or indirect
and stock. The flexibility of these categories allows organizations to tailor their procurement strategies based on their specific needs,
ensuring efficient resource allocation and effective supply chain management. Different companies may adopt varying categorization
approaches depending on their industry, size, and operational requirements.
Tutor notes:
- Because you've got 6 categories of spend to talk about you're only going to need 3-4 sentences for each.
Providing you've said the category, explained what it is and given one example, you'll absolutely fly through this type of question
- You could also mention that it is useful to use categories of spend as this helps with budgeting. Different categories may also have
different processes to follow for procuring the item (this could form part of your introduction or conclusion).
- This subject is LO 1.3.2 it's quite spread out in the text book but the main info is on p.49
- Note- different companies/ industries classify items of spend differently. Particularly packaging and salaries.
Some say they're direct costs and some say they're indirect costs. Honestly, it's a hotly debated subject and I don't think there is a
right or wrong. I'd just avoid those two examples if you can and stick to ones that aren't as contentious like eggs and PPE.
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